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PROLOGUE 


Th 1s book had its inception at a dinner party. After working - 
for some time at printed sources dealing with his Elizabethan 
forbears, the author was invited to meet Professor Leslie Hotson, 
of Haverford College, Pennsylvania, who, when asked if in his 
researches he had discovered any information about the Norreys 
family, replied, ‘Of course you know about the slander suit?? A 
confession of ignorance brought the answer that, in 1597, Sir 
John Norreys had sued the Earl of Lincoln for slander. The words 
complained of seemed, upon examination, to refer as much to 
Lord Norreys as to his son, Sir John, and indicated, not a single 
instance of anger, but the culmination of a feud of long standing. 
The Complete Peerage showed that the widow of William, the 
eldest son of Lord Norreys, married as her second husband Henry, 
Earl of Lincoln, and that there were, in the British Museum, two 
letters of the Earl, written from the prison of the Fleet, complaining 
that he had been put there by the malice of Lord Norreys and of the 
Countess of Bedford, the Earl’s mother-in-law. Here, obviously, 
was the beginning of a story. Unfortunately, the letters gave little 
further knowledge, save that the Earl had arrived at his own house 
somewhere abroad, to find it in the possession of others, and that he 
was the victim of a plot in which the ringleader was named Crofts. 
Investigation of the Index to the Proceedings of the Star Chamber, 
which are preserved at the Public Record Office, disclosed, in the 
first volume consulted, a suit brought by James Crofts against 
Henry, Earl of Lincoln. This document contained the story of the 
Earl’s raid upon the manor house at Weston, which, amplified 
from numerous other documentary and printed sources, forms the 
present book. 

To make clear the central incident of the attack on the house, 
given in Part IV, it has seemed necessary to tell something of the 
carlier history of the manor and its owners, and, in explanation of 
the Earl’s behaviour at Weston, to add an outline of the later 
events in his life; thus the interlude produced by his Lincolnshire 
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vi PROLOGUE 


neighbours is pertinent. No attempt has been made to give more 
than a brief biographical sketch of the Earl. 

The picture of Elizabethan England in these pages is typical of 
what happened to many ordinary people at a time when remnants 
of medieval violence still lingered. ‘The events are especially inter- 
esting as having taken place during the period of Shakespeare’s 
greatest activity; they may serve to illuminate the social background 
of his plays. 

Every effort has been made to attain accuracy of fact and to avoid 
conclusions unsupported by evidence. The subject matter has been 
rearranged to bring out latent narrative possibilities, but the aim has 
been to allow the participants, wherever possible, to tell the story; 
therefore the actual phrasing of documents is used, difficult words 
and allusions being explained in square brackets. Punctuation, 
capitalization, and spelling have occasionally been modernized with 
a view to clarity. Good fortune has led to the discovery of much 
new material and to the correction of a number of errors. The 
author prays with Cowper: 

Defend me... 

... from the toil 

Of dropping buckets into endless wells 
And growing old in drawing nothing up. 
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PART ONE 


DEALS WITH THE BEGINNINGS OF WESTON MANOR, AND WITH ITS 

OWNER, 1539-59, LORD WILLIAMS OF THAME, AND WITH THE SECOND 

AND THE THIRD HUSBANDS OF LADY WILLIAMS, SIR WILLIAM DRURY, 
AND JAMES CROFTS, ESQUIRE 


As a stone dropped into a pool spreads rings of water to a far 
distance, so events frequently have consequences remote in time. 
Thus the founding of the Augustinian Monastery of the Blessed 
Virgin, at Oseney, in Oxfordshire, during the reignof King Henry I, 
was to affect the history of several families prominent in the days 
of Queen Elizabeth, to result in a series of Jawsuits dealing with 
riotous and unlawful assembly, perjury, and slander centring about 
the mansion house at Weston-on-the-Green, Oxfordshire. 

At present almost part of the railway at Oxford, but once ‘emong 
the isles that Isis ryver ther makith’,' Oseney was established about 
1129 by Robert d’Oylly—legend says at the request of his wife, 
Edith, who ‘usid to walke out of Oxford castelle with her gentle- 
woman to solace, and that oftentymes where yn a certen place in a 
tree, as often as she cam, a certen Pyes usid to gither to it, and there 
to chattre, and as it were to spekeon toher. Edithe much mervelyng 
at this mattier, and was sumtyme sore ferid as by a wonder, where- 
upon she sent for Radulphe « chanon of S. Frideswides, a man of 
vertuous life and her confessor, askyng hyn: counsell; to whom he 
answerid, after that he had sene the faschion of the Pyes chatter- 
ing only at her cummyng; that she shulde bilde sum churche or 
monasterie in that place. Then she entreated her husband to help 
build a priorie, and so he did, making Radulp the first prior of it.’? 

The monastery of Oseney became one of the great religious 
houses, and its church one of the architectural glories, of medieval 
England. Gradually the abbey acquired other possessions in 
Oxfordshire, as at Weston-on-the-Green, and in the neighbouring 
counties of Berkshire and Buckinghamshire, in Bedfordshire, in 
Northamptonshire, in Huntingdonshire, in Lincolnshire, as well 
as ‘elsewhere in England, Wales, and the marches thereof’.3s By 
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2 BEGINNINGS OF WESTON MANOR 


November 1480 the foundation had become so renowned that the 
Register of Rotherham, Archbishop of York, records an Indulgence 
of forty days to all who visit the Lady Chapel ‘either in pilgrimage 
or devotion, or who should bestow any of their goods upon it’. In 
the tower of the church, which stood until 1644, was a ‘large and 
melodious ring of bells, thought to be the best in England’. There 
were originally only three bells, but Abbot Leech added others. 
In accordance with custom, these were christened Hauteciare, 
Doucement, Austyn, Marie, Gabriel, John. ‘Towards the sup- 
pression’ these bells were recast, rechristened: Mary and Jesus, 
Meribus and Lucas, Conger and Godeston, and two others were 
added to the peal, New Bell and Thomas. This Thomas was later 
removed to Christ Church, Oxford, giving its name to the tower 
of the entrance gate. According to Anthony Wood’s notes, in the 
seventeenth century, the bell ‘had this Inscription not long since 
remaining upon it, In Thomae laude resono Bim Bom sine fraude’.+ 

Now both the abbey and the monastic buildings havevanished and 
it is no longer possible to see ‘The cumming of Edith to Oseney and 
Radulph waiting on her, and the tree with the chattering Pyes... 
paintid in the waulle of th’arch over Edith tumbe in Oseney priorie’ 
nor ‘an image of Edith of stone in th’abbite of a vowes, holding 
a hart in her right hand on the north side of the high altar’.s 

At the time of the taking over of the monasteries it is natural 
that the abbey of Oseney should not have escaped the cupidity 
of Cromwell and of King Henry VIII. It was surrendered on 
November 17th, 1539, the record of its delivery being signed by 
Robert King, commendatory, William Oxforde, prior, and twelve 
others.® King is designated as ‘commendatory’ rather than ‘abbot’ 
because he was also the abbot of Thame, which had been given 
up the previous day to the same royal commissioner, Sir John 
Williams, with whose family that of King had intermarried. As 
early as December 8th, 1537, Williams had written to Cromwell 
that upon his return to the country from Court with those who had 
been authorized to make a survey of the monastery of Oseney, they 
thought there was ‘scant one meet to be abbot there’. He recom- 
mended the abbot of Thame, saying that King might be ‘an 
advantage in time to come’.?7 Robert King was friendly to the 
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reformed church, and, after the abandonment of the proposed 
bishopric of Oseney and Thame, he was appointed the first Bishop 
of Oxford. On September 8th, 1542, he went with a commission 
including among its members Sir John Williams, to visit the late 
monastery of Oseney (where Henry VIII had recently founded a 
cathedral church) to see about choir stalls, places in the chapter 
house, and residences for the dean and other officials.° Bishop King 
was great grand-uncle of the poet Bishop of Chichester, Henry King. 

The royal commissioner acknowledging the surrender of the 
abbeys of Thame and Oseney, Sir John Williams, is one of the 
interesting figures of sixteenth-century England.!° Since he was 
friendly in succession with Henry VIII, Edward VI, Queen Mary, 
and Queen Elizabeth, he has been regarded by historians as a Vicar 
of Bray, but there is little contemporary evidence for such dis- 
paragement. If it be at all possible to trust the handsome effigy 
upon his tomb, apparently a portrait, Williams appears of kindly 
disposition. He was not a man of an original mind, but one who 
would efficiently carry out the orders of his superiors. His father 
was from Glamorganshire, a kinsman of Thomas Cromwell, whose 
service the young John entered. He was successively clerk of the 
king’s jewels, in 1530, with a salary of twenty marks; principal 
clerk, in 1531; and, together with Cromwell, treasurer, in 1536. 
His part in the northern rebellion of that year was that of a secre- 
tary. He wrote to Cromwell on October 27th, 1537, that he had 
seen nowhere ‘such a sight of asses, so unlike gentlemen as the 
most part’ of the gentlemen of Lincolnshire. He said he had 
“been called by the Council to hear matters and to keep a register 
of accusations . . . so has had some practise with these gentlemen. 
Hitherto the Council has used them very gently, but when it comes 
to a straiter examination, if they have known more of this rebellion 
than they pretend, their dull wits will not hide it.’™ 

A justice of the peace for Oxfordshire by 1535, Williams was 
present at the christening of Prince Edward, on October 15th, 1537. 
As head of the jewel house he was in charge of giving gifts in the 
King’s name. John Husee wrote in a letter to his mistress, Eliza- 
beth, Lady Lisle, on May 2nd, 1538, ‘I can get no cramprings this 
year out of the Jewel House, for Mr Williams says the King had 
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4 BEGINNINGS OF WESTON MANOR 


most of the gold.*!? These rings were of gold and silver and were 
made of metal offered on Good Friday by the sovereign. They were 
blessed, and were thought to be a protection against cramp and 
epilepsy. The first ring had been given to Edward the Confessor 
by a pilgrim from the Holy Land, and the King’s successors were 
supposed to inherit his curative powers. On May 8th another letter 
from Husee added, “I send a dozen silver cramprings that J had of 
Mr Wylliams. Gold is very scant.*!3 With the attainder of Crom- 
well, Williams became sole master or treasurer of the King’s jewels. 

He was knighted before November 15th, 1538,'4 when he was 
made sheriff of Oxfordshire, so that it is natural to find him not 
only one of the commissioners to receive in the King’s name the 
property of dissolved abbeys, but also one of the beneficiaries in 
the regranting of confiscated lands. As early as December, 1538, 
he had, by arrangement with Robert King, Abbot of Thame, 
obtained for himself property of the abbey.'5 In 1539 he was 
given ‘licence to enclose and make into a park 200 acres of land 
and wood in the town and fields of Rycott, Oxon., and to have free 
warren in the same’,'® and, by the following year, there is record 
of his being confirmed ‘in the lordship of Great and Little Rycotts’.!7 
The house at Rycote, near Thame, became his principal residence. 
Williams was also granted lands formerly belonging to the monas- 
teries or priories of Abendon, Over and Nether Shugborough, 
Reading, Wallingford.18 About the time Rycote was imparked, 
King Henry made to ‘Sir John Williams, master or Keeper of the 
jewels ... grant of the manor of Weston, the rectory and advowson 
of the vicarage of Weston, and all other possessions there of the 
late monastery of Oseney, in as full manner as Robt. King, late 
abbot or commendatory of Oseney, held them’. 

The manor of Weston, mentioned in Domesday Book, had been 
one of the earliest donations to the monastery.*° It had been given 
by the founder, Robert d’Oylly, to his wife, Edith; from her it had 
passed to their son, Henry, who ‘gave to the convent his chief 
mansion-house in Weston with a wood and mill, and his meadows 
toward Kirtlington, and three crofts’*! [pieces of enclosed ground 
used for tillage or pasture]. Though the manor was thus made over 
to the monks, Henry d’Oylly seems to have considered himself still 
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BEGINNINGS OF WESTON MANOR 5 


its owner; perhaps he looked upon his bequest merely as a loan, 
for he gave the lordship to his daughter as a marriage portion when 
she wedded a nobleman later among those in rebellion against 
King John. This Maurice de Gaunt then lost all his estates save 
Weston and one other lordship. When his wife died childless, her 
father was bold enough to demand Weston back, but, after a trial, 
the manor was left with Maurice. Henry d’Oylly persisted in his 
claim to the property, giving various parts of it to the monastery 
of Oseney. In 1220 there was granted a charter in these terms: 
“To all the soones of owre holy modur the church to see or to hyr 
[hear] this present letters, Henry Doyly, owre lorde the Kinges 
constable, helth. Knowe ye me willefully . . . for the oonly loue 
of goddis goodnes, for my helth and of my aunceturs, to haue 
iyeve and to haue i-grantid and to haue i-confermed to my most 
dere chanons of Oseney all the tithis of heye bothe of my demaynys 
and of my men tenauntes of my fee in my maners of Hokenorton, 
of Cudelynton, of Weston, of Cleydon, to the sustenyng thoo 
thynges the which ben necessarye In pitaunces and medicynys of 
brethren i-leyde in the infirmarye.’?* In 1226 d’Oylly gave the 
entire manor to the monks, who this time made their title valid 
by obtaining the King’s confirmation. Apparently the house con- 
tinued to have an attraction for the laity, as, in 1257, Roger de 
Amory, lord of Bucknell, ‘claimed the manor and advowson of the 
church from the abbey of Oseney’.23 The matter was finally 
arbitrated, but Oseney had to pay three hundred marks to Roger 
to have him relinquish his claim, and he further stipulated that he 
and his ‘should have the successive prayers and other religious 
benefits of the community’. From this it will be seen that Weston 
was an important holding of the abbey. The manor house became 
the residence of one of the chief bailiffs (the office was one held by 
gentlemen) who was overseer of farms in the neighbourhood, in 
Chesterton, Wretchwick, Bicester, Bucknell, Audley, Arncott, and 
Norbrook. The abbots held courts from time to time in the great 
hail of the mansion, which was surrounded by a moat. For Sir John 
Williams it was perhaps convenient that Weston was at no very 
great distance from Rycote. 

In spite of a misadventure in 1541, when ‘On Chrigtiias even, 
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6 BEGINNINGS OF WESTON MANOR 
at 7 of the clocke at night, was a great fyre at Esinge Spittle 
[Elsingspital, in the city, another confiscated monastery] in Sir 
John Williams house, Master of the Kinges juelles, and did much 
hurte, and divers juelles and goodes of the Kinges and ailso of his, 
were embesylled and conveyed awaye at the said fyre’,?+ Williams 
retained the King’s favour, and, in 1544, was moved from the 
mastership of the jewels to the post of Treasurer of the Court of 
Augmentations, which had been established as early as 1536 to 
determine suits and controversies in connexion with monastery 
and abbey lands. This court obtained its name because the dis-~ 
solution of the monasteries augmented the revenue of the Crown. 

Sir John was elected to represent Oxfordshire in Parliament on 
October 4th, 1547, and he remained in the House of Commons for 
the next seven years, being recommended in 1552 as knight of the 
shire for Oxford. He was sent by the Privy Council, with Sir 
Anthony Wingfield and Sir Anthony St. Leger, to arrest the Pro- 
tector Somerset and to secure the person of Edward VI at Windsor, 
on October roth, 1549.75 In the first year of King Edward’s reign 
Williams was ‘appointed one of the commissioners to certify the 
value of all colleges, chantries, free chapels, guilds, brotherwoods 
{[-hoods ?] stipendages, and other like,in the county of Oxford, given 
to the king by an act lately passed im a parliament holden at 
Westminster’.2® For himself Williams received from the King the 
grant of the considerable endowments of the Chantry of St. Chris- 
topher, in the south aisle of Thame Church, and the stewardship 
of the lands of Robert, Bishop of Oxford.?7 Sir John has been 
censured for thus acquiring property, but those who condemn him 
apply modern standards to the mid-sixteenth century. 

An indication of his kindliness in office is that, in 1552, he 
offended by paying from the Augmentations Court pensions to 
dispossessed monks and chantry priests without consulting the 
Privy Council. He was summoned before them on April 3rd, and 
on the 8th the records of the Council chronicle, ‘A lettre to the 
Warden of the Flete to recyve the body of Sir John Williams, 
knight, and to see hym safely and severally kept, so as none to have 
conference with hym but by ordre from hence’.*® It is possible 
that he had been arrested as early as the autumn of 1551, for Jehan 
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BEGINNINGS OF WESTON MANOR 7 
Scheyve, the imperial ambassador in England, wrote to the Emperor 
Charles V on October 26th that ‘they ... have had arrested a Mr 
John Williamson, Treasurer of the Court of Augmentations, who 
possesses a huge amount of live-stock and is loathed by the people’.*9 
The comment of the ambassador may have been prejudiced: as a 
Roman Catholic he would have detested any officer of the Court 
of Augmentations. Sir John was undoubtedly a rich man. When 
he gave up the mastership of the jewel house he was said to have 
been ‘cleared of the sum of 16,6671.’3° 

The councillors were, however, charitably disposed to one who 
had served them faithfully and whose offence was probably a matter 
more of form than of actual error. Confinement in prison evidently 
undermined the strength of Williams, now aged fifty-two, for the 
minutes of the Council for April 25th record a ‘Lettre to the 
Warden of the Flete to suffer Sir John Williams, for the better 
recovery of his helth, to walke nowe and then at convenient tymes 
abrode in the garden to take the ayre, suffering his wyfe, daughters 
and other his frendes to repayre unto hym from tyme to tyme till 
he shall have contrary comaundment’.3! The displeasure of the 
Council was not of long duration, for, on May 22nd, ‘Sir John 
Williams, being brought before the Lordes from the Flete, and his 
fault and lack of doing his dutie in his office layed to his chardge, 
he was fynally, uppon his humble submission, set at lybertie, uppon 
condicion that he be attendant uppon the Lordes and forth com- 
ming from tyme to tyme when he shall by theyr Lordshippes be 
called for, untill further ordre shalbe teken for hym by the Kinges 
Majestie and theyr Lordshippes’.3+ 

Williams’s readiness to put the welfare of the dislodged priests 
before his duty to the Council indicates also a regard for the old 
religion and helps to explain his being an enthusiastic supporter of 
Queen Mary in the first weeks after the death of Edward VI on 
July 6th, 1553. By July 13th, ‘newes was brought that sir John 
Williams was also proclamyng quene Mary in Oxfordshire’. His 
activilles were not confined to that county, as word was soon after 
brought from Northamptonshire that ‘Sir John Williams hathe 
6 or 7000 men thear’ to support the Queen’s cause, but, on July 
22nd, he was ordered to disband them.33 On the 29th ‘cam rydyng 
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8 LORD WILLIAMS OF THAME 


through London my lade Elssabeth [Princess, later Queen, Eliza- 
beth] grace, and thrugh Fletstreet, and so to my [lord of] Somer- 
set[’s] place that was, and yt ys my lady grasys [place; attended] 
with ij M' horse, with speres and bowes and gunes, and odur... 
and spesyall sir John Wylliam sir John Brygys, master Chamb[ur- 
Jain} all in gren gardyed with whytt velvett saten taffaty’.3+ 

When, in mid-February 1554, the Princess Elizabeth was ‘sent for 
of the quene’, the bearer of the message, chosen perhaps not only for 
his loyalty but for his kindness, was Sir John Williams, who went 
‘with a great nomber of men’ to summon ‘the ladye Elysabeth ... to 
com upp from [Ashridge] about xxvij miles from London, to the 
court immedyately. And she was saying she was very sicke, desyred 
the said sir John Williams to depart, and that she wolde most wil- 
linglye, in as spedy a manner as she coulde for her sicknes, repayre 
to the quenes highnes with hir owne company and folkes only.’35 

In April Williams obtained the reward of his loyalty: he was 
created Baron Williams of Thame, a dignity which may have com- 
pensated to some extent for his loss of three hundred and twenty 
pounds yearly by the abolition of the Court of Augmentations, and 
so of his office of treasurer. He was also appointed lord chamberlain 
to King Philip II, and was chosen to meet the Spanish king at 
Southampton. 6 

The next public duty of Lord Williams was to lead to his future 
advancement and was to benefit his daughter Margery in the 
succeeding reign. ‘The xixth of May, [1554] beinge Saterday and 
the even of the feast of the Holie Trinitie, Ladye Elizabeth was had 
out of the Tower and went thorowe London Bridge in her barge 
at 3 of the clock in the afternoone, lyeing at Richmond that night; 
and from thence conveyed to Woodstock, Mr Benyfield [Sir Henry 
Bedingfield], Lord Williams of Thame, and Sir Leonard Chamber- 
layne, waytinge on her, with iic horsemen, there to remayne at the 
Queenes pleasure.’37 An incident which occurred either before the ° 
Princess left the Tower, or when she was at Richmond, is an 
indication of why Williams was popular in four reigns. It is a 
tribute to his humanity that he is praised by Foxe, who tells the 
story in his Acts and Monuments. 

Elizabeth, in the evening, ‘marvelously dismayed, thinking verily 
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LORD WILLIAMS OF THAME 9 
some secret mischief to be a-working towards her, called her 
gentleman-usher and desired him with the rest of his company to 
pray for her: “For this night’, quoth she, “I think to die.” 
Wherewith he being stricken to the heart, said, ““God forbid that 
any such wickedness should be pretended against your grace.” So, 
comforting her as well as he could, at last he burst out into tears, 
and went from her down into the court, where were walking the 
lord of Thame, and-Sir Henry Benifield. 

‘Then he, coming to the lord of Tame, (who had proferred him 
much friendship) desired to speak with him a word or two; unto 
whom he familiarly said, he would with all his heart. Which when 
sir Henry, standing by, heard, he asked what the matter was. To 
whom the gentleman-usher answered, “‘No great matter, sir,” said 
he, “‘but to speak with my lord a word or two.” 

“Then when the lord of Tame came to him, he spake on this wise: 
“My lord,” quoth he, “‘you have been always my good lord, and so 
I beseech you to remain. The cause why 1 come to you at this time 
is, to desire your honor unfeignedly to declare unto me, whether any 
danger is meant towards my mistress this night, or no; that land my 
poor fellows may take such part as shall please God to appoint: for 
certainly we will rather die, than she should secretly and innocently 
muscarry.” “Marry,” said the lord of Tame, “God forbid that any 
such wicked purpose should be wrought; and rather than it should 
be so, I with my men are ready to die at her foot also.” *38 

A day or two later the Princess was brought for the night to Lord 
Wulliams’s house at Rycote, ‘where she lay all the night’, Foxe says, 
“being very princely entertained both of knights and ladies, gentle- 
men and gentlewomen. Whereat Sir Henry Benifield grunted, and 
was highly offended, saying unto them, that they could not tell 
what they did, and were not able to answer their doings in that 
behalf: letting them to understand, that she was the queen’s 
majesty’s prisoner, and no otherwise; advising them therefore to 
take heed and beware of after-claps. Whereunto the lord of Tame 
answered in this wise: that he was well advised of his doings, being 
joined in commission as well as he, adding with warrant, that her 
grace might and should in his house be merry. The next day, as 
she should take her journey from Ricot toward Woodstock, the 
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10 LORD WILLIAMS OF THAME 
lord of Tame with another gentleman being at tables, playing, ... 
the lady Elizabeth, passing by, stayed and said she would see the 
game played out, which sir Henry Benifield would scarce permit. 

. When supper was done he called my lord, and willed him that 
all the gentlemen and ladies should withdraw themselves every one 
to his lodging, marvelling much that he would permit such a com- 
pany, considering so great a charge committed to him. “Sir 
Henry,” quoth my lord, “content yourself, all shall be voided, 
your men and all.” “Nay, my soldiers”, quoth sir Henry, “‘shall 
watch all night.” The lord of Tame answered, “‘It shall not need.” 
“Well,” said he, “need or need not, they shall do so.” 739 

Arrived at Woodstock, the Princess seems to have been more in the 
care of Sir Henry Bedingfield than in that of Lord Williams; for one 
thing, Williams had to carry out his duties as chamberlain to King 
Philip; but by September he ‘was out of the chamberlainshipp’.*#° He 
‘laboured tothe queen, and became surety’ tohave the Princess Eliza- 
beth ‘from Woodstock to his house; and had obtained grant thereof. 
Whereupon preparation was made accordingly, and all things ready 
in expectation of her coming. But...letters came overnight to the 
contrary; whereby her journey was stopped.’ Lord Williams was 
again in attendance upon her when, after six months, she was allowed 
to leave; and she was once more lodged at Rycote for a night.4! 

During her association with the Williams family, Elizabeth 
formed a friendship with the daughter, Margery, who later married 
Henry Norreys. When their son, Sir John, died in Ireland, in 1597, 
Margery received from the Queen a letter of condolence stately in 
tone, though beginning affectionately, ‘My Own Crow’. The 
word ‘crow’ referred to the lady’s dark skin.+? 

In 1§54, when Williams was still sheriff of Oxfordshire, he had 
to perform a duty which may well have caused him to ponder the 
mutability of fortune, to determine that the men of the Middle 
Ages who depicted the Goddess Fortuna with a wheel alternately 
raising and casting men down, were the truest interpreters of 
human destiny. ‘The viij day of Marche cam owt of the Towre of 
London the archbysshope of Canturbere Crenmer, and bysshope 
of London was Rydley, and master Lathemer condam [quondam], 
and so to Brenfford [Brentford] and ther ser John Wylliam rescyved 
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LORD WILLIAMS OF THAME II 


them, and so to Oxford.’+3 Although Lord Williams was no longer 
sheriff at the time of the execution of Ridley and Latimer, and may 
well have hoped to escape being present on October 16th, 1555, 
yet, ‘for fear of any tumult that might arise, to let the burning of 
them, the lord Williams was commanded, by the Queen’s letters, 
and the householders of the city, to be then assistant, sufficiently 
appointed’. After hearing a sermon urging them to recant, ‘Dr 
Ridley and master Latimer kneeled down upon their knees towards 
my lord Williams of Thame, the vice-chancellor of Oxford, and 
divers other commissioners appointed for that purpose, who sat 
upon a form thereby, unto whom master Ridley said, “‘I beseech 
you, my lord, even for Christ’s sake, that 1 may speak but two or 
three words.” And whilst my lord bent his head to the mayor and 
vice-chancellor, to know (as it appeared) whether he might give 
him leave to speak, the bailiffs and Dr Marshall, vice-chancellor, 
ran hastily unto him, and with their hands stopped his mouth.’ 
Ridley succeeded, however, in later addressing a final request to 
Lord Williams, “ “in the behalf of divers poor men, and especially 
in the cause of my poor sister. . . . I beseech you, my lord, be a 
mean for them: you shall do a good deed, and God will reward 


33> 


- you’. An illustration in the Acts and Monuments shows Lord 


Willams saying, ‘Master Ridley, I will remember your suite.’44 
Lord Williams was again especially appointed by Queen Mary 
to attend ‘with other worshipful men and justices’, the burning of 
Cranmer, and ‘about nine of the clock’ on the 21st of March, 1556, 
‘came to Oxford with a great train of waiting men’.45 He was 
present in St. Mary’s Church when Cranmer abandoned his re- 
cantation, which so amazed every one that ‘ they let him go on 
awhile, till my Lord Williams bad him play the christen man and 
remember himself. To whom he answered, That he so did: for 
now he spake truth.? When Cranmer reached the stake and 
Ely, a bachelor of divinity, tried to make him return to his recanta- 
tion, ‘ “‘the Lord Williams cried, Make short, make short’’.’+® 
After the Spanish friar John saw Cranmer’s fortitude of mind in 
the flames, he ‘ran to the Lord Wiliams of Thame, crying that the 
archbishop was vexed in mind, and died in great desperation. But 
he, who was not ignorant of the archbishop’s constancy, being 
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12 LORD WILLIAMS OF THAME 
unknown to the Spaniards, smiled only, and (as it were) by silence 
rebuked the friar’s folly’.47 

From the foregoing accounts it seems hardly possible to dismiss 
Lord Williams as a time-server. He is rather a man trusted by his 
fellows, whose preference may have been for the elder communion, 
but who was resolved under all circumstances to obey his sovereign. 
In an age of persecution, he appears inclined to mercy, foreshadow- 
ing the tolerance that was eventually to bea result of the renaissance. 

Upon Elizabeth’s accession, she immediately remembered her 
former guardian, and she chose Lord Williams as one of the thirty- 
two peers to accompany her from Hatfield to London, three days 


after she came to the throne, on November 21st, 1558.48 In © 


February 1559 the Queen revoked the commission of the Bishop 
of Bath and Wells, Gilbert Bourne, as Lord President of Wales, 
having appointed in his stead Lord Williams of Thame.+? In the 
meantime, Wiliams ‘harboured about three months’ John Jewel, 
who had been a religious exile on the Continent and was soon to 
be Bishop of Salisbury.5° Jewel was sent for by Williams, ‘beynge 
sicke of boddie’, and on March 18th the peer made his will.st 
Although he gave shelter to a scholar and cleric of the reformed 
church, Williams was not forgotten by the King of Spain, who 
wrote on May 8th to the Spanish envoy in London, Count de 
Feria, ‘You will order the Lord Chamberlain to be paid all that is 
owing of his wages and for the sable cloak which he claims to 
‘receive every year, you wiil pay him thirty pounds for each one he 
should have received, which was the arrangement made with him.’5 

The illness which began in the winter evidently undermined the 
health of the new Lord President, for he did not long continue his 
duties, to which had been added those of visiting the Welsh 
dioceses and Oxford University. ‘John Williams, Knight, Barron 
of Thame... departyd this Lyfe on Saterdaye, the 14 of October, 
about x of the cloke in the mornyng, ... within the. . . castle of 
Ludlowe’, his official residence.s3 The body was taken to Rycote 
in a journey lasting two weeks, when the obsequies were conducted 
with a magnificence and a ceremony fitting the wealth, importance, 
and rank of the peer. The funeral had all the pomp provided by 
the College of Arms, who were represented by William Colberne, 
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LORD WILLIAMS OF THAME ‘ 13 
Rouge Dragon Pursuivant; William Flower, Chester Herald; and 
William Harvey, Clarenceux King of Arms.5+¢ 

‘Item, after his body was colde yt was... wrapped in Lynnen 
clothe of dyversse foldes, and then put into A coffyn coveryd with 
blacke, and after that a charyott covered with blacke garnysshed w’th 
scotcheons was prepared the corps was leyd therin, and so by s’valle 
[several] Journeys was brought to his house at Rycote, iij myles from 
Thame, in the counte of Oxforde, on Saterdaye, the 28 of the same 
monthe, wher mydest of the great chamber he was layd, and thereon 
a large pawle of black velvett cont’ 24 yrds w™ a crose of white satten 
of viij yards lyned w’th black boukeram garnisshed w™ scoshins of 
sarsenett [soft silk fabric] of him and his wiffes. And about yt wher 
placed the banner and banner Rolles of armes as after dothe appere, 
w’ch where borne about yt to the churche, and there in the sayd 
chamber yt Remanyd untill Twysday, the 14 November. ... 

‘Item, the said great chamber was hanged with clothe with the 
halle and others. 

‘Item, the churche of Tame and chanceli, and so on bothe sydes 
w’thout the west dore, was Likewise hangyd and garnyshed, and 
so was covered ij fourmes sett on ether syde about the herse for the 
executors and assystantes to sytt on, and in the myddes of the 
sayd chauncell was erected a stronge tymbre herse xix fotte in 
Length and ix do. in breadt’ bourdyd above upon the joyses w’th 
upper and und’r Rayles, ij trest’es, [trestles], vij stoles [stools] and 
a table all cov’ed with Brode narrow cotten garnysshed w’th 
escosheons, xiiij quyshons, [cushions] vij of velvett, and th’ other 
of clothe, and all the ground strayed with Russhes. 

“The pyllers fro’ the rayles to the Joyses were a yarde & q’ter- 
a pece coveryd with satten and one [on] eche one eschosseon of 
metall wrought on Bouckeram, and round about the Joysts hangyd 
a valence [short curtain] of sarsenet sett w’th L’res [letters] of gold 
of his wourde A fous veneur. And in the myddill of every sqare, 
one scoching of armes at w’ch valence hangyd a sylke fourge 
[fringe?], and undernethe the Joysts one Ma’tie of sarcenett Lyned 
with boukeram wrought in the mydes w’th his armes and crest, 
and beasts, in ev’y corner his Badge or crest—a wele [fish-basket]. 
And next about the vallence from pyller to pyller was set one Baree 
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14 LORD WILLIAMS OF THAME 


coveryd with one brode damaste and theruppon on eche sqare two 
scochins of Bonkeram, and on ev’y corner a great scochins of 
metall wrought on past brode, [board] and above the damaste 
rounde aboute on the tope of the borde was sett one Gref [Grief] 
of payst Boorde [the figure of a woman weeping] of iiij nayles in 
Breade [breadth] all gylt, and in the myddell of every square on the 
sayd gylde boorder was wrought his armes and creast, w’th Beasts 
supporting his and his wiffes in pale at the corners; at th’eade 
[the head] hangyd out ij Bannerolles, one of his fathers armes 
alone, and Bladlowe and Starkey quarterlye. .. . ‘It’? betwene the 
said gylte wourke and the damaste, and beneathe the damaste, 
between yt and the vallence, was sett rounde about 1) rowes of 
pencells [small pennons or streamers] conteynyng x dossen. 

“It? on the table was sett the said corps and thereon the pawle 
of black velvett wheruppon in the mydell was sett his helme and 
crest, the sword Ving on the Right syde, the targett on the Left, 
and the cote armes on th’ade [the head]. 

‘And so all thing being in a readynes on twesdaye in the evening, 
the 14 of November, the corpse was pryvely convayd by charyott 
to Thame, to Mr W’m Dormer’s house, wherfore that night he 
was placyd in the halle, and in the mornyng being Wynsday, the 
15 November, about viij of the cloke, the said corpse was convayd 
to the Churche as followithe;— 

‘In prymys the ij conductors, Richard Alforde and Mr Henry 
Thompson in b. coll. and b. staves [black collars and staves]. 

Then the Prest and Clerke singing. 

then Mr Henry Norreys bering the standart, his hode [hood] on, 

then serton gent’men ij and 1j their hodes on their shoulders, 

then Mr Doyley and Will. Place, gent’ ij of the executors, 
then Mr John Wake bering the banner of Armes, 

then Rouge Dragon off’ of armes, bering th’ elme and crest, 

then Chester bering the targe, 

then Clarenc’ bering the cotte armour, 

then the corps borne by xij of his Yeomen, vj at one tyme and 
vj at another, at every corner a gent’man with his hode on his 
heade, for the ii1j assistances, viz:—John Mills, gt., John Goodwyn, 
gt., W. Dormer, gt., with the bann’r of the deffounct; Anthony 
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LORD WILLIAMS OF THAME 15 


Foster, gent., with one of the defuncte, and his wife that nowe is, 
Ma’gery, douth. [daughter] to T. L’d Wentworthe, in palle; 
Anthony Butler, gent., with the 1ij of the defunct, in pale, w’th his 
first wiffe the dought. of Bladley, Late wiffe to Andrew Edmonds; 
and Burlassey, gent., with the uij of his mother Elysabethe, 
dough’re and heire to John More. 

‘Then Sir Thomas Benger, K., and J. Doyley, esquier, 

then Mr James Wentworth and — Norreys, gent’man usher, 

And last Henry Norreys and R. Wayneman, esquirs, sons-in- 
Lawe to the defuncte. 

Then the Yeomen in black 4 by 1 

And then all others that woulde.’55 

The first Henry Norreys mentioned was probably a grandson. 
The Norreys who was described as gentleman usher to the 
Queen was probably John, one of the Norreys family of Fifield, 
Berkshire, and so a distant cousin of Henry.s¢ The document 
describing the funeral procession continues: 

‘In w’ch order they proced to the Churche througe the stretes 
where ye corps placyd in the myddyll of the herse, the hatchements 
thereon, the vj mourners w’thin the rayles, the banner and standart 
w’thout, at the feete the 111) banners holden at the iiij corners, all 
as after apperythe, and th’executors and assystants placyd— 
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16 LORD WILLIAMS OF THAME 


Then Chest’ heralde Bade the prayer, w’ch he dyd also at other 
tymes as afften as foll’:— 

‘Blessed be God. 

“Then the service began, w’ch was the monyall p., but the 
psalmes wher [were] of prayse and thanksgyving for the departure 
of the dead in the ff. [faith] of cryst. A’the two chapters wher 
[were] on [one] out the boke of Job, and th’other the xv of the 
first Epist’ to the Corrynthe’, w’ch endyd, the com’yon [com- 
munion] Began, and at the offering the chieff morner withe the 
other vj ffollowing him, and th’officers of th’armes before him, 
p’cedyd upe to the offering, wherat he offering only a pece of gold 
for thead [the head] penny, and ret’d to ther places, then at 
th’heade of herse Mr Clarencieuex, to Mr Benger and Mr Doy’ 
the cote armes, who with Chester before him offeryd upe the same, 
at whose hands Recyved yt and Layd yt on table of admynystr’con, 
and they Returned to theyr places.’ 

The sword, the shield, the helm and crest, the banner and the 
standard, were offered in like manner. 

‘Then the sermon began by Docter — 

‘Wiche ffynysshed, the comm’yon procedyd forward, wher sarten 
of y’m [them] whent up and Rec’d, and being endyd, the moners 

epartyd fourthe of the church, when the officers of armes and gent’ 
before them in good order to Mr Dormer’s house, fro’ whense they 
cam, and ther shyfted them and Ryd to Rycott to dynner. 

‘And they being dep’ted, the corps was buryed in a vault under- 
neth the herse now made for that purpose, w’ch endyd, everye 
man departyd to Rycott to dynner and otherwyse at ther leasure. 

‘The dole was gyven at Mr Dormer’s house, ijd a peece to all 
_ person who wher about. 

‘Item, the hatchementt Bannerools on the morrowe after was 
sett up in the walles of the chanchell in order by the heralds, who 
hade among them for their paynes in Redy monny ffourty marks, 
besyde the wholl fourniture of the herse as it stode, and their Black 
for their gownes and cottes, w’ch herse ther stode styll tyll after 
Crystmaste.’57 

This account indicates that the service used at the burial of Lord 
Williams was not the Latin Roman Catholic but the English 
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LORD WILLIAMS OF THAME 17 


reformed. Through what changes he had passed in thirty years! 
Though his religious predilections were probably conservative, it 
seems likely that he was less concerned with soul than with mind, 
less with faith than with learning. The taking of Jewel into his 
house showed a liberal attitude towards the opinions of a leading 
scholar of the reformed church; his last will and testament revealed 
his belief in education, for he bequeathed ‘the rectories and per- 
sonages of Brill, Okeley, Burstall, and Eastneston, to mine Execu- 
tors for eu’r to the intent that they or the survivors of them shall 
within the same erect a Free School in the Towne of Tame, and 
to fynde and sustaine with the proffitts thereof a Schoolmaster and 
an Usher for eu’r.’53 This school, which still exists under the 
control of New College, Oxford, has had many distincuished 
graduates: Edmund Waller, Bishop Henry King, Anthony Wood, 
and John Hampden among them.5? 

Lord Wiiliams died a rich man. By his will, finely illuminated, 
which covers eight closely-written pages of parchment, he left six 
hundred sheep at Wytham to Henry Norreys, ‘to Sir Walter 
Myldmay a great horse called Castaignia’, to Mr. Drue Drury, 
‘a great horse called rounde hobby and a geldinge called sorell 
stanton with the saddle and furniture to the . . . horse called 
rounde hobby ...to my lorde of hunsdon a great horse called 
sorrell Williams’, and to Robert Dudley, Master of the Horse, a 
‘mare called Maude Mullforde with her cowlte. .. . Which mare 
I take to be the beste mare in Englonde’.© At his death Williams 
owned the manor, town, and lordship of Thame; the manors of 
Rycott, Chalford, Albury, Stokenchurch, Beaconsfield, Notley, 
Crendon, Brill, Gulhampstead, Sheffield, Uffeton, North Hinksey, 
South Hinksey, Oddington, Chesterton, Wendlebury, Lewknor, 
Sunningwell, Bayworth, Chiswelhampton, Leistropp, Horton, 
Beckley, Wytham, Comber in Montgomeryshire, Burghfield, 
inherited from his mother, and Weston-on-the-Green. He pro- 
vided for the tomb in Thame Church whereon appear the finely 
sculptured effigies of his first wife and himself.*' The various 
rivets in his armour are clearly distinguishable, and the faces are 
wrought with such detail as to show a mole upon Lord Williams’s 
cheek. 

Cc 
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18 THE WILLIAMS FAMILY OF THAME 

The Lady Williams portrayed beside him was Elizabeth, who had 
been the widow of Andrew Edmonds, of Cressing, Essex, and had 
died on October 25th, 1556. She was buried with typical Tudor 
heraldic display, ‘with iii) baners of emages and vi dosen of skoy- 
chons of armes’.°? By her Lord Williams had three sons, one of 
whom is the subject of a poem in Tottel’s Miscellany,®3 and two 
_ daughters who, by the early death of their brothers, became their 
father’s co-heirs: Isabella, wife of Richard Wenman, and Margery, 
wife of Henry Norreys.°* 

As his second wife, Lord Williams had married Margery, daugh- 
ter of the first Baron Wentworth, by whom he ‘had yssuea doughter 
w’ch dyed’.*s This lady he spoke of in his will as ‘my most lovinge 
wief’. He left her amply provided not only with personal property, 
such as clothing, jewellery, plate, including the gilt bowl ‘wherein 
she useth to drink bere’, the furniture of the best bedrooms at 
Rycote, two parts of his ‘napery and lynnen’, ‘kitchin stuf’ and 
household goods in Rycote and in London, ‘her owen 1) nagges 
ij ambling geldinges for her gentle women and x other traveling 
geldinges’, but with real property for her life: Rycote, ‘the wood 
of Cudsdencombe, .. Sponscops, leycops, Stoners cops, in Oxforde’, 
Geris Wood, in Buckinghamshire, the London house at ‘Esing- 
spittell’, to which his daughters and their husbands were to have 
‘easement and commoditie’ as during his life, and many manors, 
including ‘Westone on the grene, and the Rectory of the same’. 
Lady Williams was also given the sheep and cattle upon these 
estates. Most of the properties were to go after her death to Henry 
Norreys and his wife, and it is this provision in regard to the manor 
and the rectory of Weston which later led to complications.®® 

The widow did not long remain single, for, on October roth, 
1560, “was mared in the paryche of sant Alphes at Crepullgatt 
master Wylliam Drure unto lade Wylliams of Tame, and mared 
by master Frence [probably Paul French, S.T.B., appointed by 
patent of June 29th, 1560, a canon of Windsor, upon the resigna- 
tion of Robert Iseham] one of the masters of Wyndsore, and after 
gohyng home to dener the trumpettes blohyng, and after the flute 
and drum, and at the first corse serving the trumpettes blohyng, 
for ther was a great dener and great musike ther’.67 This Saint 


HMAHT FO YIUMAT suki rd 
rl odw ,diedastal enw cnidd sbiead boysrnog LE 
ber bas .xoeall .naieast lo vbaomba weibnA 20% 
tobuT leoiqys dirty beiaud asw-ode.. bert aires do190 sso. be 
-vodz to aseob iv bre avgents 10 e1sned jin diiw’ exale mee f 
to ono ,2no02 sande bark eet b10,1: rorl ya, ** zor 16. ee id 
| bas **ennlisathA 24h wt oi mseq #0 yovidue ort ai ox we 
ot ornsoed zodsord tec To dissbh ylaso odi yd-.orw ersttigueb 
sal bas ,osauo'W basdoif to ahiueelfedsel :2tied-a09 aehtet + 
, *.2y¥ai20 aosH % 
b vromis bois olan f ameilliW bral sliw baeose rey i 
221dquoh s sueay bad” sil 10 Anew nore text oda to xt 
sunivol 32003 yer” 26 {lp ced eat sto few ®*."beyb dow 
msqorq Ismo21ag rae ir ID JON GGDIPGY F iqens: sont fiol sH “iw, 
s1oriw’ lwod 41 1 a noibulsar oteig soveliswo} qgatidvols ea ious 
emoothed teed art) to 9 wrtiaceail | ade “syed Aniztb. of shew ode Be 
"Wwe oudoud’ .nosayl bos yregher eul te = sre ow}. roy e 
e599 TH nohnmot of fh fours A pi 2boog bledsewad, 

210 * Dit ny obisg wed 90T eogni biog goilders i 

of?’ sIo0V A ttt york ca) erregeve feos chiw sad: Jesgnibing — 
ht .2qoo rise .qgos¢sl ,suanmete «, .2dmovnabebs ie ~ ‘ 

{’ 38 szvod sobmold od¢ couiles scgautoud oi .boo W zig 
tow ebagdendl ited? bow eran eid doirkw opie. 
no sid acl ponwb 2a ‘apiborumos basgniae 
ty Yioien ot) Kate .9s97Q 943 etd) snag gribubal Z 
it noqu olisss bog qoods oft eovig onls esw elle: vied 
»H os cso tod safle oy of o1ew eeintagerg offs. Jo seo co: 
rot o1 baeget of ot tena pei i bag sir aid bas ever 
enonsailqmes of bel aswel bid a aorta Yo roteer ola? 
dior wdenO0 co 4a) wigaie aisnisy il lon bib wobis iT... 2 me 
Magia t6 3 adiqiA inge to sel jayteq od? ni boxe aa. pre 
bein bas of in | to asnstiie W sbei olan sw1d iar = lvoe 
¥d bora ONT « a; T.2 one. bel widadonq) snot mas e 
ELoI271 S ed £1 ea ok oebat W to DOSED & Ooze thos Fane pt 
shies baie srozhay'W te easacen “SAY to 90 [crsrivel nado to 9 mon 
iuit ort site bas gerudold corteqenryy ods xomob 07 omnes gargiog 

aaydold esneqmun ody gnivise sxioo Jarod? 19 bas nun bas : 
mind aielT °°. “yrs sdizwenx testy bas roa2b jesig & ew rod aot 
ss ; y 


= 
° 


» ae 


THE WILLIAMS FAMILY OF THAME 19 


Alphaeus must have been the church of St. Alphege, in Alderman- 
bury Street, in the ward of Cripplegate, London. During the reign 
of Henry VIII the parishioners had been given the chapel of 
St. Mary Elsing; the church was, therefore, near Lady Williams’s 
house at Elsing’s Spital. It had seen the funeral of at least one of 
the sons of Lord Williams, and of his nephew. ‘Mr Francts 
Williams, brother’s son to the Lord Williams of Thame, was (Feb. 15, 
1558-9) brought from Jeet Street and buried here. And three 
days after, was the corps of Mr Fohn Williams, Heir to the Lord of 
Thame, conducted hither from Paul’s Chain to be buried, with a 
Penon of armes and his coat armour, an herald and mourners 
attending. And twelve gentlemen bare him, twenty clerks before 
singing. Ihe Funeral sermon preached by Mr Veron the French 
man.’ 

William Drury had been born in 1§27, and, after being educated 
at Cambridge, he had seen military service in France in 1544, later 
having some experience at sea. Though he had been an early 
adherent of Queen Mary and had supported her claim to the throne, 
he was a follower of the Earl of Bedford and an upholder of the 
reformed church; so he wisely absented himself from Court during 
her reign. With the accession of Queen Elizabeth he came again 
into prominence, and he was chosen in October 1559 to go to 
Edinburgh to report upon the political situation in Scotland. Four 
years after his marriage to Lady Williams he was appointed 
marshal and deputy governor of Berwick, an office which he held 
for the next twelve years. He was deeply implicated in the affairs 
of Scotland, where his behaviour was distinguished by soldierly 
integrity. He was knighted before he led an army of fifteen hundred 
men, on May 11th, 1570, against Edinburgh and Glasgow. At this 
time an attempt was made to assassinate him, the first of eight 
endeavours to put him out of the way. On May 28th, 1573, he took 
Edinburgh Castle after an attack lasting a week.®°9 

Sir William Drury’s wife had accompanied him to the north. A 
letter written by Lord Hunsdon from Berwick, on March 26th, 
1572, says that ‘Lady Thame is desirous to have Mr Marshal here 
for a: day or two for his own business touching Smith. If there be 
no other cause than he knows of he may come hither.’7? In May 


1 | AEP 40 UNIMAT 2 
Feces nt sgodqlé, 22 I dowd nod ¢ 
ot soy gained .nobao.t peaatennts sveren oe 
0 Is quits ott nsvig cosd bed emnoidaitad’ sity I ‘ » 
2 smetiW ybsl 168 swisid? Zw onset rls ri 
> tena] 1p to Isrone? seit noee bod SP Istiqe hepooke 
rant ot 1M" ° Soret Aqon eit Yo bas eeitllew biol I6% 
21 .detyzow siworT to naan bro stl a1 toe a*rarltord ¢ | 
sours boA er baited bos tos? Sel mort niguond ts 3% wa 
lo bio oct oF tisk aa wlol, iM 96 eqos oi aw conte yah — 
g niiw .boitued sd oF ne > rst moi) teri barowbrtes" anett 
erormnuom bas bist os comm deed att bas 2onrm jo roned w 
s1Olsd axinio FINOWT ft SIRG i coerteh Eee viaw bar aibasip — 
aust odd note IM va borlsnsaey reenited Inari sd .gaigaia 
eos ueseat 
bo gitied rere .bins 1 a med aed bad yun mi 
uf af mt saivis? vistilier ages bed orf gbiidens) i8 
yod bes sd dsuodl wee ds somsineqzs smo2 wie ; 
tmist md.honoqave bed bas tM coud Yo taatedbe. ~~ 
“ity s bap brotthed Yo Ma say Yo 1° pollo? & 20W an - 
“) ctott toenet bstaseda vheerw sel 8 rfivwrs boonies > 
deel aso Yo motemeose’ orl iW -ogion tod 
o¢ OR OF GP?T Tad tt 9926 w of bas oImcimowq omi 
wot igliood mi cones: {sadilog sd t BOQ J fioqst O91 dmwdaibat — 
bsiniogas caw of emmmillP eb of ogeonnnr vid toils ema 4 
bled oi doidw soille ne obiet lo vareveg veqsb Bas iedetem * 
mist: Sr ni heseatleens a enw oH 7rasy sviows 1z0m oly ct 
‘Itsibloe 7d Bode cenpeb zew reorverted aid srorlw bnahose to - 
beibard cooftit to yore se bol od sidied bordgind ews -ixgeanl 
inte tA pert: bre die itis aises ,OTeT wrt va 0 soot 
iinis Yo teri} ond vertil otenizesees oF obama eew Iqmste me Sais. 
toot od evel dl a8 veh nO .vew ort to v0 mid sq oF ewOvES DAS 
. *  % t0 gleuue @ geivest dostie nasties sites dgwdaibs — 
A cisror oelt of cid bsinisyetsoae bad dtrw'e"em7 msi th 312 
(lies fois no abewsd toil nobemmH biel yd svssthew 438 
siod rent 4M svad or evoriesb et stat ebsl’ mnelt 2% 
94 svoth TE sion? goisdiuot eoniend awo tir aon be 
ve sh %r4 -rarisisd Smog "YRén od Yo ewoad odd cinels stre9 8 


. 
> 
2. 
7) 
a 
a 


20 THE WILLIAMS FAMILY OF THAME 


of the same year, when Drury was commanded by the Queen to 
undertake peace negotiations, he feared for his life, and asked that, 
in the event of his death, his wife and children might have Lord 
Burghley’s favour.7! He was friendly also with Sir William Kir- 
kaldy of Grange, who, after the surrender of Edinburgh Castle, 
wished to present Lady Drury with some of the jewels which he 
had in charge for Mary Queen of Scots, for, ‘whereas it is said 
that there is found in the inventory of the jewels that he had in 
Keeping that he had sent certain of the jewels to Lady Thame, 
of truth he had intended to give her some which he marked in the 
margin, but because she refused them it is blotted away’. This 
may have given rise to the malicious story that Kirkaldy had taken 
the Crown jewels.7? 

From 1573 to 1576 Sir William Drury and his wife were 
evidently living quietly in Oxfordshire, for, on September 11th, 
1575, the Privy Council sent ‘A letter to Sir Edmund Asshefilde 
and Sir William Drurie, knightes, and Mr Sollicitor Generall 
to examine certein disorder of hunting within the Parke of 
Woodstocke, acording to soche informacions as shold be given 
them on the behalf of Sir Henry Lee, knight, Master of the 
Game.’73 

In 1576 Sir William was appointed President of Munster, where 
his government was active though severe. He succeeded in abolish- 
ing the practice of coyne and livery, the billeting of military 
followers upon private persons, which had grown to a great abuse. 
When Sir Henry Sidney was recalled from the lord deputyship, 
Sir William Drury was chosen lord justice, and almost immediately 
he had to cope with the landing in Munster of James Fitzmaurice 
Fitzgerald and Dr. Sanders, who had been aided by Spain. This 
difficulty was followed by. the outbreak of the Desmond rebellion. 
Drury’s health was failing, and, though he took the field against 
the rebels, he was forced to go back to Waterford, where he died 
in October 1579.74 

The Queen’s parsimony had sorely embarrassed him, for he was 
forced to go without his salary and to sell or pawn his plate. His 
wife and children were in constant danger: on May 15th, 1577, he 
had complained of the disorder of the citizens of Waterford in 
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assaulting the Queen’s household, where were the Lady of Thame 
(as his wife was still called, in spite of her second marriage), his 
children, and some of his family.75 

On November 23rd, 1579, hardly more than a month after the 
death of her second husband, Lady Drury wrote to Sir Francis 
Walsingham, the Queen’s secretary, asking, ‘that some compassion 
may be extended unto me and his children, who otherwise shall 
not be hable to live in anie showe of the worlde’. She declared she 
had not enough money even to inter her husband.7° Again the fol- 
lowing day she wrote to Walsingham, pointing out that her life was 
an extreme trial of patience, and trusting herself to his goodness. 
Sir William Pelham, Drury’s successor, wrote on February 16th to 
the Secretary of the Privy Council in Ireland that, ‘ “For the burial 
of Sir William Drurie, which you prescribe to be done with the 
ordinary garrison, and without further expense to her Majesty, if 
my Lady of Thame might have been so persuaded or that in her 
judgment it had been fit for his place to have had such funerals, 
they had been long since performed, but it may be she will alter 
her opinion. Nevertheless, your Honour’s direction, coming now 
when we are drawn to the field with the soldiers, cannot possibly 
be performed until their return. In the mean time I have advised 
my Lady to cause the body to be as secreily buried as may be, and 
to leave a coffin for form sake, to be attended with three or four 
of her servants, and to give forth that her Majesty will bury him 
according to his place and office, and so she to depart, and leave 
to me to perform the obsequy.” ’77 

Twelve days later he sent a letter to the Privy Council in 
England urgently commending Lady Drury to their care because 
she is about to cross St. George’s Channel almost destitute, having 
spent her money helping her husband.78 She seems in the mean- 
while to have taken a hand in public affairs; on December 26th, 
1579, there is mention that ‘A way is devised for Nathaniel Dillon’s 
satisfaction from my Lady of Thame, but till the arrival of Mr 
Briskett [Secretary of the Presidency of Munster] I cannot pleasure 
him in the office as I would’.79 Pelham wrote to the Irish Treasurer 
on January 26th, 1580, that ‘The three Waterford men were en- 
larged at the suit of the Lady of Thame’,®° and, on February 28th, 
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he dispatched a letter to the English Privy Council ‘by Thomas my 
Lady of Thame’s lacky’.®! 


Evidently the Council looked with favour upon Pelham’s inter- — 


cession and the lady’s deserts, for he wrote to them on July 23rd, 
‘I have received your letters of 26 May, appointing that the money 
due by concordatum should be repaid out of the treasure now 
brought’,®? though he added that, after paying the troops, he 
would not have enough money left to carry out these instructions. 
This sum must have been paid Jater, for there is a letter from 
R. Colman to Burghley, dated May 20th, 1581, which expressed 
Colman’s fear of being jailed for suffering the Lady of Thame 
to have so much money out of the treasure to be carried by him 
to Ireland.§3 

After Sir William’s death Lady Drury did not remain incon- 
solable. Whether romance or economic necessity were the moving 
cause, she married in 1580, as shown by ‘A Petition of Peter 
Sherlock, Alderman of Waterford, by his son George Sherlock, to 
the Privy Council, to call for James Crofte, Esquire, administrator 
of the late Sir William Drury, that order may be taken for the 
payment of petitioner, before Mr Crofte and the Lady of Thame 
do return the next week into Oxfordshire’ .§+ 

James Crofts was an English officer serving in Ireland. The 
minutes of the Privy Council of England for June 5th, 1578, speak 
of ‘A letter to the Ld Deputie of Ireland . . . touching the arrival 
of Thomas Stukely to that realme sent by Mr James Croft’.85 He 
appears in a letter of Lord Deputy Sidney, written June 21st, 1578, 
where Sir Henry said he ‘Has sent on Mr Crofte, with Her Majesty’s 
letters to the Earl of Desmond, etc.’®® In a letter to Dr. Wilson, 


Principal Secretary of State for Ireland, Crofts reported upon his 


mission, saying that he had delivered the Queen’s letters to the 


nobility of the west.87 On August 19th, 1579, there is record of 


a ‘Remembrance of 5,000]. in the Privy Seal for Ireland, whereof 
3501. to Sir William Morgan, William Norreys, and James Crofte, 
Captains’.88 The Privy Council in England again refer to him on 
September 13th, 1579, when they chronicle, “501 to be paid by the 


Ld Treasurer in the way of imprest to James Croftes’ and two. 


others’.89 
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The Oxfordshire house to which Crofts and his bride went upon 
their return to England must have been Lady Margery’s parsonage 
of Weston-on-the-Green, not far from Bicester, which had been 
left her for her life by the will of her first husband, the mansion at 
Rycote being then in the possession of Henry, Lord Norreys, and 
his wife. That the manor was a property of note may be inferred 
from letters of administration concerning the estate of Sir William 
Drury, granted in Oxfordshire on June 14th, 1580, wherein Sir 
William was spoken of as ‘late of Weston, co Oxon’.°° This, taken 
with the Privy Council’s letter of September 1575, which has 
already been quoted, indicates that Sir William lived on his wife’s 
estate. 

It is possible that, though James Crofts had settled with his wife 
in England, he returned for a brief time to Ireland, if he be the 
man mentioned, on November 15th, 1583, as ‘nowe at Dublin’ 
who is to “be paid his entertainment for xij horsemen’.9! In Oxford- 
shire he became a justice of the peace, and so was brought into 
contact with the deputy lieutenant of the county, Lord Norreys 
of Rycote. The Privy Council records for May 29th, 1582, mention 
a letter to James Crofts and Crumwell Lee, Esquires, concerning 
Thomas Hore, who, being bound to appear at quarter sessions to 
answer certain misdemeanours, had been allowed by Crofts and Lee 
to come before them in an inn. Because of such apparent irregu- 
larity the justices were summoned to bring Hore with them to 
London, which they did on June 3rd. Lord Norreys later certified 
to the Council that the conduct of both justices, in spite of accusa- 
tions against them, had been in order.9? 

At the close of a Privy Council memorandum of later date, 
July roth, 1587, ‘It ys ordered that the causes betwene Mr James 
Croft, esquier, and the Lady Thame, his wyfe, defendantes, and 
William Carter, complainant, shalbe heard by theire Lordships, with 
councell on bothe sides, at such tyme as her Majestie shall com to 
the next standing hows generallie at the Councell Table.’°3 This 
matter concerned the affairs of the late Sir William Drury while 
in Ireland. This is the last time that the wife of James Crofts is 
mentioned as living; from events which followed shortly she 
appears to have died before 1589.9 By her death the ownership 
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24 THE WILLIAMS FAMILY OF THAME 


of Weston passed under the terms of Lord Williams’s last testa- 
ment to her stepson-in-law, Lord Norreys, who allowed Crofts to 
continue his residence in the mansion there. Unfortunately this 
act of kindness later brought much annoyance both to James Crofts 
and to Lord Norreys. 
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PART TWO 


DEALS WITH THE SUCCEEDING OWNER OF WESTON, LORD NORREYS, AND 
WITH HIS SON, WILLIAM, WHO DIED BEFORE HIS FATHER, AND WITH 
WILLIAM’S WIFE, ELIZABETH MORISON 


S INCE the November day when he had taken part in the funeral 
of Lord Williams of Thame, Henry Norreys had increased the 
dignity and the responsibility of his position. He was the son of 
the ill-fated Henry Norreys, gentleman of the Privy Chamber to 
King Henry VIII. This Henry had died a traitor’s death on Tower 
Hill, convicted of an intrigue with Anne Boleyn, but almost cer- 
tainly an innocent victim of Cromwell’s scheming to rid Henry of 
his second wife. The younger Henry, as the child of one who had 
suffered in her mother’s behalf, was sure to find favour with Queen 
Elizabeth, and this was increased by his marriage with the friend 
of the Queen’s days of captivity, Margery Williams. As early as 
1559, his wife, with two other ladies, had been appointed to take 
charge of some of the Crown jewels delivered by Jane Countess de 
Feria.95 

On ‘September 6th, 1566, after taking leave of the University 
[Oxford], the Queen’s Highness rode to Rycot, to Maister Norrice’s 
house, an eight miles from Oxford’, where she conferred upon 
Henry Norreys the honour of knighthood.°® In 1562 Norreys had 
already been sent as Queen Elizabeth’s agent on behalf of the 
Protestants to the French court, where he declared to the King, 
his mother [Catherine de Medici], and the Council, that, ‘If they 
continue to persecute those who profess the same cause [the re- 
formed religion] she [Queen Elizabeth] has determined to act for 
their preservation’. Also ‘The agent uttered many Christian re- 
monstrances, but the hearers hardened their hearts and closed their 
ears and eyes.’97 Queen Elizabeth considered that Norreys had 
given such satisfaction during his mission that she appointed him 
her ambassador to the French court, where he took up his duties 
in January 1567.98 

These were anxious times in a France filled with religious civil 
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26 HENRY LORD NORREYS 
war, and the diplomatic representative of a sovereign favourable 
to the Protestants had no easy task, especially since Norreys himself 
was a staunch adherent of the reformed faith. He wrote to the 
Queen on September 30th, 1568, that ‘. . . on Michaelmas eve he 
[the King] harde evinsonge at la Seint Chapell and the daye follow- 
ing went on horsback (being yet weak of his laste sickness) on 
procession with the principal relics of Paris and Seint Denis in such 
order as he did on the daye of his Coronation And as the Ancient 
Kings were wontid to doo, when they toke warres against the 
infidels. All such ceremonies as the carriag of the chast of St 
Genoveva [the shrine of Saint Genevieve] and soche like Idolatry, 
did they now use, wherunto I was requirid, but as I have done all 
other ther like devicis, so did I denye to cum to this’,°° a discourtesy 
to the French which apparently did not offend Queen Elizabeth. 
The activities of the English ambassador were naturally suspected 
by the regent, Catherine de Medici, in her endeavour to play off 
the Roman Catholic and the Protestant parties, the one against the 
other, particularly as she favoured more and more the Catholics. 
It is evident that Catherine believed that Norreys was using his 
garden gate as a means secretly to dispatch messengers, for he 
wrote on February 9th of the same year: ‘On the 5th instant, the 
Queen Mother, being at Monsicur de Strozzi’s house, my next 
door neighbor, came throughe a closse into the garden; wher of I 
being advertisid went towards hir, where after she hadd perused 
the closse, owt of which she founde a dore into the feldes, wherof 
I have had a keye and was sumtime wontid to pass that waye into 
the open fields, for which commodity I rather hired my house and 
toke a lease therof for ij yeares, then enny other belonging to yt 
As also to be out of the corrupt ayer of the Town, which suerly is 
suche as none other to be compared to Paris, which after she had 
well veuwid she said she much marvelyd I durst in this troublesum 
time lye so void of neighbours. Whereunto I answerid that I 
thought my selfe heer under the kinge hir sonnes protection no 
lesse then if I were in the Towne. Trusting also that ther care was 
no less of me for her majesty’s sake whos place I heave helde then 
of eny of them of my calling within the town. Wherof she said I 
might be well assurid: thus ending this for that present. After my 
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negotiation aforesid endid She againe fell into talke of my howse, 
and requirid me I wold come into the Towne, wher de La mote 
shuld provid for me a very comodius Lodging, lest some incon- 
venience shuld grow to me by the mutinus multitud; whiche shuld 
be no smale grefe to hir and to the kinge hir Sone. Whiche surly 
thoughe yt be greatly to my hindraunce, having made my provision 
here, het beinge by hir thus warnid I must be forcid yf she urge 
me further to doo it.”!0° 

A year later he wrote from Joinvi'le that, ‘having one Rogers very 
well lerned in the Greke and latin whose father was burnt for the 
Relligion, thise man being stewarde of my howse and also instruc- 
tor to my children, going abowt the affaires of his chardge was, by 
the Capteins of the Towne, arrestid, and carryid towardes Prison. 
But by good hap, Maivosier [Michel de Castelnau, Seigneur de 
Mauvissiére, a French diplomat} meting him, was cause of his 
release. Also having a very onest and lernid phisicion, to whom I 
have bine muche beholding for his great paines takin with me and 
myne, thise last sommer, when yt pleasid God to laye his hand 
Uppon us and that my hole howshowlde was sick. Thise man at 
my departur I requirid to attend on my wiffe, who as she is of a 
weke complection, so by alteration of the contrey much subiecte to 
sicknes and hath great nede of his advice, who as knowinge better 
the Dispocion of hir body then eny other in thise contrey dothe 
this aforesaid I now absent, hathe putt hir in great feare lest they 
wold attempt some il] to hir for thise phesicion have they taken 
and putt in most straight prison, being a man who never bare 
Armes, nor did that was contrary to his kinges Edictes, and that 
I have this misery is chaunchid him for using this frendshipp 
towardes me and myne.”!°! 

To live under such conditions was trying not only to the am- 
bassador himself but to his wife and children, though at least two 
of his sons were extremely interested in the events then taking 
place about them. There is among the foreign state papers in the 
Public Record Office, London, a sketch of the Batile of St. Denis, 
November toth, 1567, made by young William Berkeley and the 
two sons of Sir Henry Norreys, supposedly William and John. 
There are letters from the eldest boy, William, which show that 
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he was employed as an observer, and he was commended by Sir 
William Cecil, afterwards Lord Burghley, Secretary of State.1° 
At this pericd John Norreys may have formed that taste for arms 
which made him ‘one of the first and most eminent of the new 
school of officers who were the fathers’ of the British Army.!°3 
Sir Henry, in a letter to Sir William Cecil dated March sth, 1569, 
said, ‘My greatest care is for my wife, whose howse they threaten 
to searche in my absence, which cannot be without great ungintle- 
nes to hir.’ Two days later Lady Norreys wrote to Cecil sending 
him notes, and a message by the bearer of the letter. In May she 
forwarded things she had received from one of her husband’s 
friends, and she thanked Cecil for his kindness to her son, to whom 
‘you ar mor lyke a fathar than otherwys’. This boy may have been 
young Jobn, for Sir Henry wrote to Sir William on July 18th, 
1569, asking him to send back to France John Norreys, ‘who I 
much feare dothe lyve as Idly as his eldest brother’. In October 
Sit Henry again wrote to Cecil and mentioned that Lady Norreys 
was suffering great trouble from a lame leg.'°4 

The discomforts, discourtesies, and dangers undergone by Sir 
Henry Norreys and his family naturally made him doubt whether 
he could continue to be of service as ambassador, and it is not 
surprising to find that, on March 15th, 1569, he asked for his 
recall, ‘since I may not receyve hir Maiestis letters, wherby I shuld 
be directid’.1°5 He set forth his grievances in writing to the Earl 
of Leicester from Orleans, on July 18th. Those at the French 
court ‘have offered me so many discourtesies, I may call them 
injuries, as the number of the one far exceedeth the other, which 
J account not offered to me but to her Majesty, both intercepting 
her Highness’s letters sundry times, seeking to have unawares given 
an onset on me in Lorraine, and to have taken away my ciphers and 
letters, having imprisoned my steward if not rescued by Malvoysier. 
Lastly seeking to break up my house in Paris, I being absent 
attending on the King, which injuries I think hath seldom time 
been offered to any Ambassador specially servant to her Majesty 
that in this their misery hath so well deserved of them, having so 
good occasion now to requite their courtesies if it so liked her 
Highness, instead whereof she hath not only given them most 
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profitable counsel, but also declared to them the practice of their 
enemies, who went about to cause them to destroy their nobility, 
whereof now they have good proof.’!°® 

Norreys was succeeded in Paris by Sir Francis Walsingham, who, 
although he had been sent on a special mission to France in the 
preceding August, was not appointed ambassador until November 
1§70.1°7 He did not arrive to take up his new post until January 
16th, 1571, and was presented to the French King by Sir Henry 
Norreys on the 29th, when, according to the Spanish ambassador, 
the English gentlemen ‘were so ill-mannered that I hear that both 
of them did not escape censure as they passed out the doors’.!°8 

Sir Henry Norreys was a diligent representative of his sovereign. 
He was constantly warning Queen Elizabeth of attempts to rescue 
and restore Mary Queen of Scots, whom he felt to be a distinct 
danger to England; he travelled about France, in spite of his health, 
during the campaigns of the civil wars. A letter from William, his 
eldest son, to Sir William Cecil, dated November 21st, 1569, gives 
a graphic picture of the conditions under which the ambassador 
carried out his duties. William said his father ‘is nowe departed 
from Touers [Tours] tourde the Campe, and for that the countrye 
there aboutes 1s in greate mysery both for want of vitayle [victuals], 
and also by reason of infeccyon of the ayre from the multitude of 
sycke and hurte men, that dayly departeth from the Campe’; his 
mother had ‘retired to Paris’. They had along and perilous journey, 
and narrowly escaped certain Huguenot horse, which had come 
from La Charité.!°9 

Soon after his return to England, Henry Norreys received 
recognition of his services by being summoned to Parliament under 
writ of May 6th, 1572, as a Baron, Lord Norreys de Rycote."° 
Owing to the execution of his father, it had been necessary for 
Norreys to be restored in blood, which had been done in 1539, 
three years after his father’s death. He was then given back his 
father’s lands, ‘except such as have been forfeited to the Crown’. 
In 1542 an uncle, Sir John Norreys, had been accorded licence to 
alienate certain properties in Berkshire to Lady Norreys and her 
husband, and, in 1544, ‘Henry Norres, the King’s servant and 
Margery his wife’ had received a substantial grant from their 
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sovereign.'!! The restoration of 1539 had, however, been incom- 
plete, and, on February oth, 1576, Lord Norreys requested Parlia- 
ment that he should “be restored to all titles rightes condiciones and 
to sue all accions and to be in bludde, state, degree heier to his 
father and to his uncle in respecte that contynually titles descende 
from his uncle which his father coulde not forfett beinge this 
seconde brother and his older brother over lyvinge hym, and therby 
her Majesty in any respecte not intytled therunto: And the Lord 
Norreis for want of these wordes in his restitution in respecte of 
attainder is disabled to clayme: wherby strangers in bludde unto 
the Lord Norreis without graunte of her Majesty (for her majesty 
nor any her auncestors had any ryght therunto) inyoye [enjoy] 
divers possessions which in ryght and lawe shoulde and do descend 
to the Lord Norreis his nexte heier: further there is a proviso 
wherby all the benefytt that did growe to her majestie or any her 
ancestors by thatteinder [the attainder] is to her majestie preserved 
in such sorte as yf this restitucon had never been made.’!!? 

The life of Lord Norreys as a country magnate was full of 
activity. On June 3rd, 1576, the Council directed him ‘and others, 
Justices of Oxfordshire and Berkshire’, requiring them “To consult 
for the execution of the late statute for the repairing of the bridges 
and highways near Oxford’.1!3 By this time his second son, John, 
was fully embarked upon the military career in Ireland, Holland, 
and Brittany which was to make him the Queen’s most distin- 
guished general. Constant warfare required constant fresh troops 
and supplies, and it was the duty of county officials to attend to 
such matters. On December 20th, 1580, Lord Norreys wrote to 
the Privy Council asking, ‘that deputies may be appointed to assist 
him in the commission for the Muster of horses in Oxfordshire’.1!+ 
In the same year he was granted ‘the office of Porter of the Outer 
Gate of Windsor Castle, and Keeper of the Armoury and Ordnance 
in the castle’.1'5 In 1581 he had to do with the apprehension of 
Edmund Campion, the Jesuit, and his associates. On August 7th 
of that year a letter was sent by the Council ‘to the Lord Norrice, 
Mr Fines, and Mr Cope touching th’examining of the Ladie 
Babington, Mrs Pollardes and Mr Morrice in that countie, in 
whose houses the said Campion hathe also confessed that he hath 
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ben’.1'6 What a contrast in less than thirty years between Lord 
Williams of Thame listening to the last words of the Oxford 
martyrs, and his son-in-law helping to send a Jesuit to death! 
However, both men were alike in loyalty to their sovereign. 

A glimpse not only of the intimacy between Queen Elizabeth and 
Lord and Lady Norreys, but of the personality of the daughter of 
Lord Williams, is afforded by a letter of Robert Earl of Leicester 
to Sir Christopher Hatton, written on September 11th, 1582, from 
‘Rycott’. 

“Good Mr Captain, Having so convenient a messenger I thought 
good to salute you, and withal to let you know IJ found a very hard 
journey yesterday after I departed from you. It was ten of the 
clock at night ere I came here, and more foul and ragged way I 
never travelled in my life. The best was, at my arrival I met with 
a piece of cold entertainment at the Lady’s hands of the house 
here; and so had you done too, if you had been in my place; for 
she [Lady Norreys] was well informed ere I came that I and you 
were the chief hinderers of her Majesty’s coming hither, which they 
took more unkindly than was cause indeed. But J was fain to stand 
to it that I was one of the dissuaders, and would not for anything, 
for the little proof I had of this day’s journey, that her Majesty 
had been in it; being, indeed, the very same day her Highness 
should have come hither, which I remembered not till this ques- 
tion grew. Well, I did, I trust, satisfy my Lady, albeit she saith 
she cannot be quiet till you have part of her little stomach too. 
Trust me, if it had not been so late, I think I should have sought 
me another lodging, my welcome awhile was so ill; and almost no 
reason could persuade but that it was some device to keep her 
Highness from her own gracious disposition to come hither. But 
I dealt plainly with her, that I knew she would have been sorry 
afterwards to have had her Majesty come at this time of the year 
to this place. I assure you, you should find it winter already. Thus 
much I thought good to tell you, that, when my Lady comes 
thither, you may satisfy her, as I hope I have done; but her Majesty 
must especially help somewhat, or else have we more than half 
lost this lady. To help to make amends, I offered her my lodging 
there, if her Majesty stayed at Oatlands [a palace near Woking]. 
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They had put the house here in very good order to receive her 
Majesty, and a hearty noble couple are they as ever I saw towards 
her Highness. J rest here this Sabbath-day to make peace for ‘us 
both; what remains you shall do at their next charge upon you.”!!7 

In 1585 a lawsuit concerning land, between Gregory Lord Dacre 
aud Lord Norreys, was settled by Act of Parliament.8 In the 
same year Lord Norreys supported the defence of the justices of 
the peace, Crumwell Lee and James Crofts, when these magistrates 
were charged with improper interference in the case of Thomas 
Hore, which has already been mentioned." 

The next year Lord Norreys came into conflict with the students 
of Magdalen College, Oxford. 

‘I shall proceed’, says Anthony Wood (Annals, 1586), ‘and speak 
of a certain outrage committed this year by the Scholars on the 
person of Henry, Lord Norreys Lieutenant of the county of Oxford 
and his servants, which being but barely mentioned in our books, 
I shall give you as full a relation of it as I can from the mouths of 
those that were among the living at this time. 

‘Certain Scholars of Magdalen College, stealing deer in the 
Forest of Shotover belonging to the Queen, one of them named 
Thomas Godstow, of Magdalen College, was taken, carried before 
the Lord Norreys, and by him imprisoned. The rest of his fellows 
resenting the matter, resolved with a party that they would make 
an assault on him [Lord Norreys] the next time he came to Oxford. 
The Quarter Sessions drawing near, which were about Michaelmas, 
the Lord Norreys with his retinue came to Oxford, and lodged him- 
self in the Bear Inn, near All Saints’ Church. The said Scholars, 
having notice of it, gather together with their gowns girt about 
them, armed with divers sorts of weapons, and, coming courage- 
ously up to the said Inn, made an assault on some of the Lord’s 
retinue, intending at length to lay hold on the Lord himself. But 
timely notice being given to him, he sends out his son Maximilian, 
[his sixth and youngest son] attended with his servants, and, mak- 
ing an onset on the Scholars, beat them down as far as St Mary’s 
Church. Whereupon, a great outcry being raised, the Vice- 
Chancellor, Proctors, and others, are called, who, rushing suddenly 
in among the Scholars, appeared and sent them away with fair 
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HENRY LORD NORREYS 33 
words; yet some of them were hurt, and Binks, the Lord’s keeper, 
sorely wounded. 

‘Soon after the Vice-Chancellor sent word to all heads of Houses 
that they should command their Schoiars into their respective 
Colleges, which being accordingly done, and all kept within, the 
Lord departed the town. But the Scholars of Magdalen College, 
not being able to pocket these atironts, went up privately to the 
top of their tower, and waiting till he should pass by towards 
Ricot, sent down a shower of stones that they had picked up upon 
him and his retinue, wounding some, and endangering others of 
their lives. It is said that, upon the foresight of this storm, divers 
had got boards, others tables, on their heads to keep them from 
it; and that if the Lord had not been in his coach or chariot, he 
would certainly have been killed. But however it was, the result 
came to this pass, that some of the offenders were severely punished, 
others expelled, and the Lord with much ado pacified by the Sages 
of the University.’!2° 

After the manner of most lawsuits, the matter of the deer 
dragged on; on September 15th, the Privy Council took a hand in 
it with, 

‘A letter to Mr Doctor Humfrey, President of Magdalen Colledg 
in the Universitie of Oxforde, and to the rest of the said Colledge 
to whom it may apperteyn: 

“To require the said President, the Vicepresident, one Inverye, 
and some two or three others of their Companye to be with their 
Lordships by the last daye of this monethe, at which time their 
said Lordships are determined to take some order touching an 
informacion by letters from the Lord Norreys that they and others 
of that Colledge have disorderlie hunted her Majesties deere in 
certaine woodes apperteyning to the said Colledge being in her 
Highnes’ Forest of Shotover, notwithstanding that heretofore an 
order was taken by the Lord Threasurer; the Deputie Chancelour 
of that Universitie, that they should forbeare so to doe untill such 
tyme as they should shewe such chartres and warrauntes wherby 
they challenge that lybertie.’!2! 

The Privy Council, on October 5th, ‘referred the resolution of 
the whole matter unto the twoe Lordes Chiefe Justices of the 
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34 HENRY LORD NORREYS 
Kinges Benche and Common Pleas, who, callinge unto them her 
Majesties Learned Councell, shall sometime this next Terme. ..set 
downe theire resolucion and determinacion of the saide matters’.!22 

In his vigour to prosecute a student of Magdalen for poaching, 
Lord Norreys showed unusual impartiality, for his two sons, 
Henry and Thomas, had both matriculated at Magdalen and had 
taken their degrees from Oxford. His sons John and Henry also 
had been created M.A. on April 11th, 1588.!23 

Lord Norreys was concerned not only with administering justice 
to poachers and with the raising of men to protect England against 
Spanish invasion, but he was also one of those to receive a letter 
from the Privy Council, dated July 28th, 1588, ‘signifying her 
Majesties intention to erect a Camp [at Tilbury] for the gard of her 
parson [person] . . . choise is made of them therfore to require them 
to dispose of their business that they may take uppon them that 
charg, and to repaire with ali convenient speed to the Court’. Lord 
Norreys was named ‘Capten of Light Horse’,!*4 and at Tilbury 
found as Lord Marshal his second son, Sir John, who, after a 
notable career in Flanders, had been a member of the council of 
defence summoned to provide against the Armada, and in charge 
more particularly of the assembling of troops in the southern 
counties.!+5 With the passing of the immediate danger from Spain, 
Sir John made preparations for his projected expedition with Sir 
Francis Drake to Portugal, and Lord Norreys again resumed his 
life in Oxfordshire. 

In Apri! 1589 he was one of the peers summoned to attend the 
trial of “Philip Howarde Earle of Arundel (who being suspected to 
favour the Spanish party, was . . . cast into the Tower three yeeres 
before) arraigned in Westminster Hall, and tryed by his Peeres’,'?® 
but he was soon back in the country, where he became a supporter 
of Merry England against an attempt of the Puritans to take some 
of the joy from the lives of the country people. On May 24th the 
Privy Council wrote to him: ‘whereas we are given to understand 
that there hath of late bin some disorder in the town of Banburie 
aboute the erectinge and settinge upe of a Maypole and like pas- 
tymes of recreacions, the like wherof did happen also the laste 
yere; because your Lordship is Lievetenaunte for that countie we 
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have thought good to lett your Lordship understand that we see 
noe cause that those pastymes of recreacion, beinge not used at 
unlawfull tymes as one (stc) the Sabboth Day in tyme of Dyvyne 
Service, and in disordered and riotous sorte, should be forbidden 
the people, therefore we pray your Lordship that you will enforme 
your selfe of this disorder happened there of late. And if there be 
anie of that humor as they will not permitt the people to use those 
kind of lawfull pastymes in due and peaceable manner, we thinke 
yt meete your Lordship doe cawse them to repaire hither to showe 
their reasons that dothe leade them to be of that opynnion; so one 
th’other side we thinke yt meete that under color of settinge up of 
Maypoles and like pastymes there be noe lybertie soughte to make 
unlawfull assemblies, or to committ anie disorders, ryotes and un- 
lawfull actes, wherof further mischiefe may ensue. Therefore we 
are to require your Lordship to take such a course herin as her 
Majesties peace may be preserved, and the people not forbidden 
to use their lawfull recreation in peaceblie and civill order, so as 
noe disorder, tumulte or inconvenience may therof arise and 
ensue.”!27 

About the time of this letter, by the terms of the will of Lord 
Williams of Thame and the death of the former Lady Williams, 
wife of James Crofts, Lord Norreys, now 2 man about sixty-four 
years old, came into possession of the manor and the house at 
Weston. His right to the property was at once brought into dispute 
through the widow of his eldest son, William, who had become the 
second wife of Henry Earl of Lincoin. 


Like his brother John, William Norreys was nurtured amid the 
alarums and excursions of the civil wars in France, and chose a 
military career. In a letter of December 22nd, 1569, his father 
stated that he had ‘returned’ his son, William, to England ‘to be 
employed as it shall please Her Highness’.!*° The first employment 
granted the young man seems to have been in Ireland, the country 
of adventure for nearly all Elizabethans, whither both William and 
John Norreys went in company with Walter Devereux, Earl of 
Essex, when, on July 9th, 1573, this nobleman was made Captain 
General and Governor of Ulster, to plant there an English colony 
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at the expense of the Irish. Essex wrote to Lord Burghley from 
Carrickfergus, on October 2oth, ‘hearing ... that Brian McPhelim 
had gathered his company to come towards me... I rode forth 
about ten of the clock . . . part of my company were discovered, 
whereupon one troop of my horsemen . . . broke the foray; and 
another troop, under my cousin William Norreys, being near to 
some thin bushes, brake into the same, and then finding some 
resistance, did slay to the number of 40 of all sorts, and drave out 
of the pass 400 kine, which I brought to this town: of my company 
none were hurt, only my cousin William Norreys, who is captain 
of my band of 100 horsemen, had his horse wounded under him, 
and was stricken from his horse, but rescued and horsed again by 
his brother, John Norreys, and other gentlemen; but first, with his 
own hand, he slew him that hurt his horse, and behaved himself 
very valiantly. .. .7129 A few days later William had a similar 
narrow escape during a skirmish at the ford of Belfast, described 
by Essex to the Privy Council in a letter of November 2nd: “The 
next morninge some of them {the Irish] shewed them selves againe 
uppon the same side of the water where I laye with whome we 
skirmished in which my cousin William Norreis, Captaine Malbie, 
and some gentlemen of my owne howsoulde gevinge the charge 
uppon their footmen by a wood side, my Cousin Norreis his horse 
was slaine under him with a shotte throughe the necke wherby 
bothe their horses fell, but they were rescued immediatelie.’!3° In 
praising his officers to the Queen, on November 2nd, Essex said: 
“I have great cause to commend unto your Majestie, the service of 
William and John Norris, of whome, the elder brother hath had 
two horses slaine under him, . . . deservinge more praise than I can 
Jaye uppon them, They have beene in all Journies and are not 
wearie of anny labor.’!>! : 

The military duties of William Norreys kept him constantly 
travelling between Ireland and England, in charge of soldiers to fill 
the ranks of the English forces in Ireland. Edward Waterhouse, the 
follower of the Earl of Essex, wrote from Chester, on March 6th, 


-1§74, ‘And where as Mr Norris is now appointed to be here 


with his soldiers the xxvth of this month, It were to good purpose 
that he were here soner to veiwe the bandes appointid out of thes 
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counties of Chester and lancaster, and what wantes may be in 
them, and to leave his charge of barkshire and Oxforde to the 
conduction of some discreet person that might advoid disorder in 
their coming wherof the late soldiers were not a litell notid.’!32 

Writing to the Queen from Drogheda, on July 22nd of the 
following year, the Earl of Essex again recommended, with others, 
‘the Lord Norreys’ sons’.!33 Jn 1576 Sir William Drury gave up 
the marshalship of Berwick to become Lord President of Munster, 
and was probably succeeded by William Norveys, for Camden 
speaks of William as marshal.'3+ His name then disappears from 
the State Papers until the summer of 1579, but in the interval he 
had married and was the father of a son, who was christened 
Francis, at Wytham, Berkshire, three miles north-west of Oxford, 
on July roth, 1579.135 The boy’s mother was the daughter of two 
most interesting people, Sir Richard and Lady Morison (or 
Morrison). 

Richard Morison was probably born early in the sixteenth cen- 
tury. He went to Eton, and he received his B.A. from Oxford on 
November 5th, 1528. Although he entered the service of Cardinal 
Wolsey, he soon left it, and proceeded to Cambridge to study 
further. From there he journeyed to perfect his knowledge of 
Greck in Italy, where he lived in traditional scholastic poverty in 
Venice and in Padua. He inclined strongly to Protestant theology; 
nevertheless he was gay even under the most distressing hardships, 
so that he was called ‘merry Morison’; which may also have been 
in the nature of a pun, his mother having been a daughter of 
Thomas Merry, of Hatfield. Cromwell apparently approved Mori- 
son’s religious views as much as he esteemed his linguistic abilities, 
for he recalled the young man from Italy and made him his secre- 
tary. Morison was lay prebend of Sarum from 1537 to 1539; 
Master of the hospital of St. James, Northallerton, in 15405 a 
gentleman of the King’s Privy Chamber, and M.P. for Wareham 
from 1547 to 1552. In 1547 he was ambassador to Denmark, and 
he was knighted about 1550. For three years he was ambassador 
to the Emperor Charles V. Roger Ascham at that time went with 
him to the Continent, and the two scholars read Greek every day. 
He was recalled on August 5th, 1553, but the next year, because of 
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38 WILLIAM NORREYS 
Queen Mary’s activities against the Protestants, he left England for 
Strasbourg, where he studied under Peter Martyr. There he died 
on March 17th, 1556.1? 

In spite of his early poverty, Morison was at his death a rich 
man. He had a pension of twenty pounds a year throughout the 
reign of Henry VIII, who, after the dissolution of the monastery 
of St. Albans, granted him the manor of Cassiobury, at Watford, 
Hertfordshire. ‘He began a fair and large House in this Place 
scituated upon a dry Hill not far from a pleasant River in a fair 
Park; and had prepared materials for the finishing hereof, but 
before the same could be haif built, he was forced [by the accession 
of Queen Mary] to fly beyond the seas.’ Cassiobury is now a 
public park.137 

Sir Richard Morison was survived by his wife, Bridget. In the 
church of St. Mary, Watford, is a chapel built by her son, which 
formerly contained her monument, erected by her grandson, 
Francis, second Lord Norreys.'3§ It represents the Countess, as 
she had become by her third marriage, ‘in her Robes edged with 
Ermine, having a Coronet upon her Head, and a Hart standing by 
her, with a Collar and a Chain about the neck of the Hart, and a 
Cherry-tree between the Hart and her Feet; and the Portraiture 
of two Gentlemen on each side of her kneeling upon a Cushion, 
and this Inscription at the End of the Monument. 

‘The Monument of the Lady Bridget Countess Dowager of 
Bedford, a Woman of singular Sincerity in Religion, in civil Con- 
versation and Integrity, in Hospitality bountiful and provident, in 
all her Actions discreet and honourable, in great Favour with her 
Prince, and generally reputed one of the noblest Matrons of 
England, for her wisdom and Judgment. She was daughter to 
John Lord Hussey, and she was thrice married, first to Sir Richard 
Morrysin, Kt. then to Edward Manners, Earl of Rutland, thirdly 
to Francis Russel Earl of Bedford, and she had Issue only by her 
first Husband, one Son Sir Charles Morrysin, Kt. and two Daugh- 
ters, the one named Jane Sibilla, first married to Edward Lord 
Russel, eldest Son to her late Husband, the Earl of Bedford, after- 
wards married to Arthur Lord Grey: the other Daughter named 
Elizabeth, was married to William Norreys, Esq. Son and Heir 
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WILLIAM NORREYS 39 
apparent to Henry Lord Norreys, and Father to Francis the now 
Lord Norreys, at whose Charges this Monument was here erected, 
being her sole Executor . . . who hath married the Lady Bridget 
Vere, Daughter to Edward Earl of Oxford, after Elizabeth the 
second Daughter married Henry Clinton Earl of Lincoln. 

‘This noble Countess of Bedford living 75 years in most honour- 
able Reputation died most quietly answerable to her Life, in perfect 
Sense and Memory, the 12th of January 1600, in the 43 year of our 
most gracious Soveraign Queen Elizabeth.’!39 

By the summer of 1579, William Norreys was again preparing to 
serve in Ireland, for ‘William Norreis esquire’ and ‘James Croftes 
gent? were ‘appointed captaynes’ and received money for their 
‘entertaynement’.!4#? On August 22nd Norreys wrote to Walsing- 
ham, then Secretary to the Queen: 

‘Syr I fynd by the contentes of my Lord presidents Letter which 
I have sent agayne inclosed to your honor that itt wylbe the second 
of the next moneth before oure men bee in redines to marche by 
which tyme I wyll nott fayle to be in a redines to reavue them and 
though my Lord doubte the abilities of the horse yett I fynde his 
honorable care in Levying them to be shuche as I dooe nothing 
doubte ther sufficiencie. 1 am nowe to geve your honor most 
humble thankes for this your greate and undeservyed kynes [kind- 
ness] for which I assure you I wyll never carry a ungratfull mynd 
and I praye good [God] I maye Lyve to have the good hope to 
make you see whatt desier I have to serve you, and sooe for this 
tym I humblie take my Leve praying God to send you your hartes 
desier from London in hast the 22 of august 

your honors to commaund duryng 
my Lyfe 
Willm Norreys 
I beaseche your honor to procure her majestie Letter in my 
behaulfe to my Lord Jhustis for that my parens [parents] wyll 
rather Lyke of my going syns her majestie semeth to accepte of my 


servys.’!4! 


On September 17th Lord Justice Drury asked for all the forces 
that could be sent him: those of Mr. William Norreys, Sir William 
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40 WILLIAM NORREYS 
Morgan, and Mr. Bingham.'+? A sidelight upon Norreys as 2 
commander is given in a letter of John Savage to the Earl of 
Rutland, written on October 8th from Chester: ‘I am now going 
into Ireland, for I ami so in debt that J cannot maintain myself at 
Court or at London... . I am to go over with Mr. William Norreys 
[and in] mind to serve under him, as he offers me great courtesy. 
Divers gentlemen are here with him very well horsed.7'43 By Octo- 
ber 18th, Sir Henry Wallop, vice-treasurer of Ireland, wrote to 
Burghley that Norreys had landed with some of his men, but by 
the end of the month the vice-treasurer complained to the Privy 
Council that in Dublin there ‘is arryvde but Ix of Mr William 
Norris his companie and part of the furnyture belonging to 
them’.!44 

A letter of Edward Waterhous to the Lord Chancellor of Ire- 
land, Sir William Gerrarde, written November 26th, shows not 
only how guick were Elizabethans to take umbrage at a fancied 
slight but also the respect in which was held the heir to a peerage: 
‘Mr Norris is persuaded that your lordship staied his horsemen and 
that you declarid your determinacon therin before your departure 
to divers, namelie, to Newtownbutler, who, as he saith, told hir 
Majesty of it openly, and that (his men being discharged) hir 
majestie wold be servid with irish of the pale to that nombir. 
But I have boultid [sifted] out the errors of the latter part of the 
report; I think in deed your lordship did stay them, but not with 
an intent to be servid with Irishe, the gentlemen depending upon 
your good frendes and therfore I wishe your lordship unfained 
frendship towardes hym and besides being of a noble race and a 
noble man in expectation J am sorrie that any conceipt should grow 
in him of your lordships determinacon to disgrace him which I 
perseve some [?] have labored to perswade.’!45 

Norreys wrote from Dundalk on the following day to Walsing- 
ham: ‘I most humblie besech your honor to perdon my over 
bouldnes in daylie trobling you wyth my letters, wherin amongest 
divers of your undeservyd favors I must account the sending for- 
ward the remayne of my company, which were steyed by my Lord 
chaunseler, one of the greatest, butt whatt reason hee had to seke 
to retourne them and to prefer Irysche horsmen to her majesties 
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WILLIAM NORREYS 41 


servys I leave hitt to your good consideracon to Jhudge, and were 
itt nott that I might bee thought to wryght in coller [choler] 
ageynst him I could Leye before you so many perticularities of his 
extraordinary dealings in thes partes, as you should have good 
cause to thinke him a unfitt magistrat for soe honorable a caulynge 
[calling]. 

‘, .. butt thes partes being brought to some good order I hope 
to bee imployed in the west wher att this tyme chefe occasion of 
servis is ofred.? Norreys continued in praise of the new Lord 
Justice, Sir William Pelham, ‘besides his honorable and kynde 
usage of mee hath bene shuche as whilst I lyve I must acknolydge 
my selfe greattely bound to him... heare are Mr Treasorer syr 
Nycolas maulbie and espesialy Mr Waterhouse, your most assurd 
frendes, from whom I have reacevyd divers courteysis all which I 
must Impute chefely to proceade through your most frendly 
Letters in my behaulfe and if by this your good and daylie prefer- 
mentes I maye ever cum to any kynd of creaditt I must and will 
acknolydge hitt to proceade by your good and onely meanes.’!4° 

For William Norreys the hope of further service in the west 
of Ireland was not to be fulfilled: the Lord Justice, Sir William 
Pelham, wrote to Burghley the day after Christmas: ‘newes is come 
unto me, of the death of that most worthie yonge gentleman Mr 
William Norris, who accompanied me to the Newrie, and ther is 
departed this life of a violent fever.” He added further details in 
writing three days later to Walsingham: ‘Mr William Norris is 
departed this life uppon Christmas daie in the morninge at the 
Newrie, He was sicke 5 daies, not with ony vehement Sicknes, but 
from the beginninge said he must die, and that he did forsee it, by 
revelation, and did in manner apoint his tyme, and would not be 
comforted, when he was opened his harte was utterlie consumed, 
his spline [spleen] corrupted, his braine was mixed with great store 
of matter. And thus you see how Ireland is the sepulcer of your 
frendes. .. . I have sent for his bodie to be buried here [Dublin] 
and have bestowed the captaincie of parte of his chardge uppon his 
brother Thomas who was one of his lieutenauntes, and is a toward- 
lie yonge gentelman.”!+7 

William Norreys was probably between twenty-five and thirty 
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42 WILLIAM NORREYS 
years of age at the time of his death. His widow, Elizabeth, married 
after October 20th, 1586, Henry Clinton (otherwise Fiennes), 
second Eari of Lincoln and Lord Clinton, a marriage destined to 
bring distress not only to herself but to her son, Francis Norreys, 
and to other members of the Norreys family.'+8 
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DEALS WITH HENRY, EARL OF LINCOLN, WHO MARRIED THE WIDOW 
OF WILLIAM NORREYS AND LAID CLAIM TO WESTON 


Ties family of Clinton, or Fiennes, for both names are used, 
Lords Clinton and Earls of Lincoin, was distantly related to that 
of Norreys. John, Lord Clinton, who had died in 1487/8, had 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Richard Fiennes, who was 
accepted by King Henry VI as Lord Dacre of the South. In 
1§33 Sir Richard was succeeded as Lord Dacre by his grandson, 
Thomas, whose daughter, Mary, married Henry Norreys, father 
of the first Lord Norreys of Rycote. The great-grandson of the 
Lord Clinton who had married Elizabeth Fiennes was Edward, 
Lord Clinton and Say, who was created Earl of Lincoln on 
May 4th, 1572, four days before Sir Henry Norreys was raised to 
the peerage.!49 

This Earl of Lincoln, while he was still known as Lord Clinton, 
became one of the distinguished men of his day. Like Lord 
Williams of Thame, he was in favour with four sovereigns, 
Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary, and Elizabeth. He was born in 
1512, and, when hé was about twenty-three, married a much older 
woman who had been the King’s mistress, Elizabeth Blount. This 
marriage confirmed him in the King’s favour. He early took to the 
sea, and served under Lord Lisle in the expedition to Scotland, in 
1544, and again in the following year, when the fleet repelled a 
threatened French invasion. He was knighted during the 1544 
expedition. In 1547 he commanded the fleet which co-operated 
with the Duke of Somerset for the invasion of Scotland. Named 
Chief Captain of Boulogne in 1548, his defence of the town until 
its surrender by treaty on April 25th, 1550, showed his ability as 
an officer on land. In May his talents were recognized by his 
appointment as Lord High Admiral of England. In the same year 
he was also made a Privy Councillor and a Gentleman of the Privy 
Chamber. Nominated Knight of the Garter on April 24th, 1551, 
he was installed on June 30th, 1551. He was chosen Governor of 
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44 HENRY EARL OF LINCOLN 


the Tower on July Ist, 1553, perhaps to strengthen the cause of 
Lady Jane Grey, for he had been a witness to the will of Edward VI. 
After the execution of the Duke of Northumberland, Lord Clinton 
made peace with Queen Mary and took part in the suppression 
of the Wyatt rebellion. -Present at the Queen’s marriage, he was 
restored by her to the office of which he had been deprived at her 
accession, that of Lord High Admiral, and he was made com- 
mander-in-chief of the fleet and forces to be used against France 
and Scotland. 

When Queen Elizabeth came to the throne, she retained him 
both as a Privy Councillor and as Lord High Admiral, so that he 
continued his oversight of naval affairs. When the Queen paid 
a visit to Cambridge, in 1564, he was one of those in her train to 
receive the degree of Master of Arts. With the Earl of Warwick, he 
shared the command of the army which, in 1569, drove the Earls 
of Northumberland and Westmorland, leaders of the northern 
rebellion, into Scotland. In the following year, after the excom- 
munication of the Queen, when it seemed possible that not only 
Spain but France might try to carry out the sentence, Lord Clinton 
took personal command of the fleet guarding the North Sea to 
prevent troops being sent from France into Scotland. For his 
services at this tume he was created Earl of Lincoln. He died on 
January 16th, 1585, and was buried in St. George’s, Windsor, in 
the chapel called ‘Lincoln’ after him. Here is a monument erected 
by his third wife, Elizabeth Fitzgerald, youngest daughter of the 
ninth Earl of Kildare, the ‘fair Geraldine’ of the poems of Henry 
Howard, Earl of Surrey.!5° 

On various occasions the Earl of Lincoln represented his 
sovereign upon special missions to France. He has been described 
as having been, ‘As boysterously active as King Henry could 
expect, as piously meek as King Edward could wish, as warily 

“zealous as Queen Mary’s times required, and as piercingly obser- 
vant as Queen Elizabeth’s perplexed occasions demanded’,15! 

By his second wife, Ursula, daughter of William, seventh Baron 
Stourton, the first Earl of Lincoln had an heir, the record of whose 
birth appears at the bottom of a page in a charmingly illuminated 
copy of Gower’s Confessio Amantis, now in the British Museum. 
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HENRY EARL OF LINCOLN 45 


“Master Harry Clinton sonne and heyre to the Right honorable 
Lorde Clinton was born at Canbery the vjth day of June Betwene 
one and two of the Cloke at after none in the yere of oure Lorde 
god meccccxlij and in the xxxiiijth yere of the Raigne of our moste 
Soveraign Lorde kinge Henery the eight.!5* It is probable that 
‘Canbery’ was Canbury manor, Kingston, Surrey, which had 
belonged to Thomas Cromwell, Earl of Essex, and upon his 
execution had reverted to the King. Thereafter it was undoubtedly 
leased with other properties, and may well have been occupied by 
Lord Clinton.153 

At the age of eleven young Henry Clinton was one of fifteen 
Knights of the Bath created on September 29th, 1553, on the 
occasion of the coronation of Queen Mary. He was M.P. for 
Lincolnshire at the age of twenty-nine. Upon the elevation of his 
father to the earldom of Lincoln, Henry was styled Lord Clinton, 
and he accompanied the Earl on an embassy to the French court 
in August 1572, for the marriage of the French King’s sister, 
Marguerite de Valois.154 Because of his father’s position and 
influence, it is not surprising to find Lord Clinton, in 1578, Vice- 
Admiral of Lincolnshire, and busily engaged in the suppression of 
piracy. On February 22nd the Privy Council wrote, ‘to the Lord 
President of the Northe, the Lord Clinton, Viceadmirall of the 
countie of Lincoln, all the Maiours, Shreifes Bailifes, etc, to be 
ayding and assisting to the bearer thereof for thexecucion of 
processe out of the Admiraltie and for the apprehencion of certen 
English pirattes that have latelie spoiled at the seas certeine French 
shippes and goodes, belonging all to one Peter Anime, a merchant 
of Paris, vizt, one shipp called the Bonvoloire of Quillebeof in 
Normandy, of xxx tunnes, being loaden with wynes, one other 
shipp loaden at Ostende in Flanders with xxxtie last of herringes 
and other fish, and an other shipp of Diepe coming from Master- 
land with xxv last of herringes and v packes of lether, this suite 
being specially commended by the French Ambassador’.'55 

But contemporary annals indicate that in the same year Lord 
Clinton began to show signs of a behaviour ‘strongly tinctured with 
insanity’, which made ‘his conduct among the gentry in Lincoln- 
shire . . . that of “agreat tyrant”’.!5° He seems not only to have had 
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a desire to obtain property by fair means or foul, but to have suf- 
fered from the belief that people were persecuting him, which 
developed a savage cruelty that gradually made him notorious. 
He turned against even his nearest relatives. There are in the 
British Museum, dated 1578: 

‘Articles enformed to her maiesties most honorable pryvy coun- 
sell agaynst Lord Clynton by Roberte Savele. 

*... Lord Clynton the xiijth day of June last with Seaven men 
with crossbowes and long bowes bent came to my house and in 
most forcyble maner entered into my parloure, where after great 
threatening wordes with a kydgell strike my sonne Sheffeld Savile 
upon the heade. .. 

‘Item in August last threscore of my Lord Clynton his men with 
gunnes crosbowes longe bowes and such like furnyture came most 
ryotously into my severall groundes breakinge downe bothe hedges 
rayles and all other fences before theme, my Shepherd and hyrd- 
man seynge the same came to them saynge my master will thinke 
very evell of this your doynge and hardelye you will answere it at 
next sessions who with great raylinge wordes sent me wordes they 
would do it in despyte of me and the worst I cold do and say to it, 
So it chaunced, the next day after, my sonnes beynge upon my 
groundes, they came agayne, to a more [moor] of myne Joyninge, 
and so to the Side of my groundes within the sighte and nere to 
my sonnes and men. There loweringe [?] and hattes to call them, 
but they both well weynge there dutye and my comandment 
[?] not deale that way but in good and peaceble maner kept 
theme selves within my [?] and so after quyetly departed.’!57 

The matter seems to have grown further; Lord Clinton and his 
father, the Earl of Lincoln, complained of the Savils, as there is 
a letter in the minutes of the Privy Council for December 15th, 
1578, ‘to Sir William Skipworth, knight, Thomas St Pole and 
William Hunston, esquires’, in which the councillors, though seem- 
ing to favour the noblemen, demand that the case against the Savils 
be proved. The letter continues: ‘that where their Lordships are 
geven to understande that Robert Savel, esquier, and his sonnes 
have not only misdemeaned them selves sundrie waies heretofore 
towardes the Lord Admirall and the Lord Clinton, his sonne, but 
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also of late hathe used slaunderouse speeches againste his Lordship, 
who bearing a great Office of State in this realme and of her 
Highnes’ Privie Counsell, their lordships maie not in justice and 
for example of so greate a disorder neglecte the redresse thereof; 
and for the said lewde speeches, with other abuses againste ... 
Savel and sonnes by the testimonie of divers personnes to be 
examined in that behaulf, their Lordships have made choyce of 
them three, requiring them . .. calling such personnes before them 
as shalbe notified unto them, or as they shall thinck to be able anie 
waie to testifie of anie such misdemeanes and speeches .. . to 
examyn them uppon their oathes of their knowledg therein... .’158 

In August 1579 the Privy Council wrote to ‘Lord Clinton, Lord 
Chief Justice and other Commissioners of the Sewers in the countie 
of Lincoln touching the overcharging of the towne of Crofte with 
taxes for repairinge of the bankes, according to the minute in the 
Counsell Chest?.15° 

Within six years Lord Clinton appears to have been at odds not 
only with his neighbours but with his stepmother, Elizabeth, the 
Trish third wife of the first Earl of Lincoln. Three days before 
the death of his father, Lord Clinton wrote to Burghley: ‘My good 
lord: I have bene always so unwylling to troble youre Lordship 
in any causes of myne; tyll necessitie urged me to flye unto you; 
that the iniuryes [injuries] offeryd me have beene by my sylens 
more grevous; and harde to be remedyd: (yet Nevertheles, as my 
hope hath beene always of youre Lordships favor; (and as Sir 
Thomas Scycell [Cecil, Lord Burghley’s son] can, and will wytnes 
with me;) I have resolved always to relye upon youre Lordship 
only, as to hym whom only I wold be beholdyng to [?] to honor and 
love, wythout beyng so troublesom to you, as therby you myght 
be wery of me; so must I now entreat you to be my good lord and 
patrone in my iust and honest cawses; for so it hath now pleasyd 
god not only to take away the chefest pyller of my well doyng and 
comfort, my honorable father whose tyme cannot be long; but also 
to suffer my mother in law to have that power over hym in thes 
hys weaker and latter days that by her comyng and observation and 
dylygent observation to pleas hym; she hath wrought all to her 
self to the better undoyng of me and myne; and yet not satisfyed 
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with all that my Lord hath left for her self; procureth other her 
frendes to secke for part of that which I have beene thes xxtye 
yeres and more possessed of by my Lords gyft, videlicet the 
stewardship of the duchy [of Lancaster, an office now obsolete]! 
which I enjoyed under her majesty in Lyncolnshyre and summe 
other leases which my Lord gave me; she fylleth the eares of all 
the pryvy chamber, and all her frendes about her maiestie with 
most false and slaunderous reports; which her hyghnes ys yncensyd 
with all to my intollerable greefe; I wold therfore gladly now 
ymportune youre good Lordjship] to heare my petitions which 
I hope shall be so reasonable that they shall not be myslyked nor 
refused of you; and that it will pleas you to tell Sir thomas Sycell 
when I may attend upon you to your lest troble; or to send me 
word whyther your Lord|ship] camme to london shortly that I may 
cumme to your presens; and so fearyng to be tedyous to you, leave 
you to the almyghty hys protection with my humble prayer for 
youre long and prosperous estate: chanon row [Canon Row] thys 
wensday 13 of Jan. 
youre Lord{ships] most bounden and at comaundment 
H L Clynton’!®# 

Three days later he wrote again to Burghley in the same strain 
and with similarly vigorous utterance: ‘My good lord: 1 departed 
from Sir Thomas Sycell thys mornyng with better hope of my 
lords estate then syns ys happenyd; for that I wylled hym so to 
enforme youre lordship I thought good to wryte to the contrary 
what hath happenyd to my great dyscomfort and utter undoyng: 
I went to the house as I accustomed; and the gates were lockt 
agaynst me, I desyred to knowe the cause why: after long tareyng 
mr edward Garette camme down to the gate and told me that I 
myght not cumme in; I told hym that I found 1t very strang to 
be kept out of my own house, and my father beyng wythyn; whos 
answer was that he was departyd, and therfore I cold not cumme 
in; my lord; the hard dealyng which ys offeryd me by my lady in 
[is?] such as yf you be not my very fyrme, and fatherly good lord 
I am utterly undon, and must not nor shall not be able to abyde 
her malyce; she hath not only in my good fathers days sought my 
overthrow and much prevayled in thes hys latter days, but now 
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HENRY EARL OF LINCOLN 49 
ioyneth with my wyfe [Catherine Hastings, first daughter of the 
second Earl of Huntingdon] and maketh my Lord Stafford and 
Sir thomas-Heneage [Treasurer of the Queen’s chamber] her 
instruments to blow innumerable slaunders into her hyghnes eares, 
therby to be better able to make her conquest of me, who am now 
desolate and voyde of comfort or frend to procure me indyfferent 
iustyce, yf your Lordship be not content to have care of my 
extreme and myserable estate, wherby you shall make me so wholly 
youres as nether my lyfe nor lyvyng shall be spared to be spent 
in youre cawse or youres; my good Jord remember me with youre 
good word to her maiestie. And at thys tyme I leave to troble you 
any further prayng the almyghty god to prosper you. chanon rowe 
Saterday xvjth of Jan.’!6 

Within three months the Earl’s distress because of private 
grievances was increased because he believed himself suspected of 
disloyalty to the Queen. To Burghley he wrote on March 26th, 
explaining that his friendship with the French ambassador, which 
had been ‘myslyked’ by the Earl of Leicester, was innocent, not 
treasonable, and that he has been trying, without hurting the 
Frenchman’s feelings, to discontinue it. He protested, ‘Lett me 
be used lyke a vyllanous devle; who knowyng the wyckednes of 
the trayterous papysts; wold agaynst hys conscyens agree to that 
which he knoweth to be evyll’. . . ‘thes treacherys to overthrow 
noble houses which never were false nor spotted; to slaunder the 
innocent persons agaynst whom they can trewly alledge no cause 
of suspition; to ympoverysh thos which are alredy almost ruyned 
with hard dealynges of connyng and wycked wemen; the lyvyng 
god will reveng the wrong to whom I must appeale for redresse.... 

‘I thynck Sir Thomas Sycell and my sonne who ys theare wonder 
at my absens, but god, not I, hath stayd my iorney.’!63 

The feeling that he is wronged persists in another letter to Lord 
Burghley, dated April 4th: ‘I thought it meete to advertyse your 
Lordship of my ‘determynation to go down tomorrow into the 
country; except youre Lordship shall comaund me to the contrary: 
Easter is at hand and I unable to abyde long iourneys; Sir Thomas 
Sycell and my sonne mr vayle [marvayle] not a lyttle what is 
becumme of me, I understand by my servant that came yesterday 
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50 HENRY EARL OF LINCOLN 
with my horses that they be at my Lord mordants: my lady is 
contentyd: that wheras the commiyssion shuld have beene presently 
sytt on in easter weeke, that yt shall be dyfferyd [deferred] tyll the 
wensday folowyng: ...I... who have openly and secretly, (yet 
knowen to her maiestie) doon that servyce that none in my pore 
estate ever dyd wythout seekyng some recompens, am not rewarded 
with iustice; so that yf I will be contentid to sleepe it out a lytile 
longer; a few womens tongues which malyce me, by the help of 
others their adherents, will condemn me suffyciently for a 
notoryous person: .. 7164 

In spite of these letters, Lord Burghley apparently put no great 
trust in the new Earl of Lincoln, for, in writing to Walsingham on 
May 20th, 1587, he said, ‘Some men of my County of Lyncoln 
[where Lord Burghley had been born] have sent to me to prevent 
that my Lord of Lyncoln, be not their lieutenant. They all fear 
his government.’ He added that he sent this word because of ‘my 
Lord of Lyncolns comyng to work underhand for his appoint- 
ment’.!65 
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BART FOUR ~ 
DEALS WITH THE EARI.’S ATTEMPT TO SEIZE WESTON 


The events which brought Henry, Earl of Lincoln, into conflict 
with James Crofts of Weston-on-the-Green, and so with Lord 
Norreys, arose from the Earl’s eagerness to acquire property. 
The wife of Crofts, formerly Lady Williams, died about the 2oth 
of July in 1587, 1588, or 1589, when the ownership of Weston 
passed, by the terms of the last testament of Lord Williams, to 
Henry, Lord Norreys. This gave the Earl an opportunity: he 
claimed Weston through his wife, as the former wife of William 
Norreys, asserting that the property had been part of her jointure. 
There may have been a verbal agreement, but there is no mention 
of manor or mansion either in a copy of the last testament of 
William Norreys, nor in the inventory of the Earl’s possessions 
(which includes a summary of his wife’s jointure), made in 1616, 
after his death.!®° He may have been attempting to seize a property 
to which he had no right, or his mental condition may have led 
him to believe his claim an honest one. . 

The following quotations regarding this are taken from a series 
of lawsuits which began as a result of the Earl’s effort himself to 
settle the ownership of Weston, without waiting for legal remedies. 
The litigants were chiefly James Crofts, the occupier of the house, 
and the Earl. The testimony of witnesses varies according to 
whether the Earl or Crofts happened to be the plaintiff; in several 
instances the same persons gave evidence for both men. Since it 
has been possible to discover something of the outcome of the suits, 
it can safely be asserted that, to their contemporaries, the testimony 
of Crofts and his witnesses was the more credible. The account 
of what took place after the Earl laid claim to Weston is, in so far 
as possible, given in the words of witnesses, many of whom took 
part in the events they describe. 

When he learned of the death of the wife of James Crofts, the 
Earl acted with speed, for, ‘Robert Empringham in the countie 
of Lincoln gent . . . together with Nicholas Pannel and Richard 
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Wentworth gent weare required and appointed . . . to take posses- 
sion of the capitall house in Weston and of the manner [manor] of 
Weston ...in the righte of the right honorable Elizabeth Countesse 
of Lincoln . . . aboute the seaven and twentieth day of Julie next 
ensuinge’ the death of the one-time Lady Williams. Though 
Crofts was living in the house, he naturally disclaimed any right 
to it, as it then belonged to Lord Norreys, ‘onlie requiring some 
convenient time to be graunted .. . for his abode ther untill he 
might either sell his cattell and the householde stuffe’, which he 
hoped the Earl, should his claim be justified, would buy, ‘and 
allso . . . take order for the placinge of the servantes’. He admitted 
that the right and interest of the premises was only in the Earl 
through his wife, a wisely non-committal declaration, and he 
agreed to pay such rent as the Earl ‘should within reason command 
of him’. This transaction took place in the presence of William 
Raie, or Raier, the bailiff of Crofts. 

Empringham declared that the tenants of the manor acknow- 
ledged the Earl as their new landlord, ‘for that the farmers of the 
water mylnes [mills] and winde millnes belonging to the. . 
manner did give unto him a peece of silver of 1d} by waie of 
attornment’ [the transference of homage and service to a new 
feudal lord, and so, the legal acknowledgment of a new landlord]. 
The picture of water and wind mills suggests a domain of con- 
siderable extent. 

The Earl appears to have been so desirous of securing Weston that 
he did not trust to one agent, but ‘two or three daies’ later sent two 
others, Richard Wentworth (who had apparently not gone to 
Oxfordshire earlier) and Cuthbert Reynolds, gentlemen. The two, 
passing across ‘the inner courte or yard of the . . . howse being 
walled about with stone none being present thereat but them 
selves . . . entered into the . . . mansion howse quietlie, and... 
into the great chamber’ (where the abbots of Oseney had held 
their feudal courts), and where they found, ‘James Croftes esquire 
and Mr Herbert Croftes, Thomas Croftes and divers others of 
. . . James Croftes his men’, The Earl’s representatives ‘did ther 
signifie . . . the cause of ther cominge’, and Crofts was reported 
to have received the message ‘in good manner’ and to have ‘bade 
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them welcome . . . reporting that two of the aforesaid Earle his 
men had been there about a day or two before and had brought 
a warrant from the .. . Earle and the countesse’. 

Crofts also made a statement which, in view of later events, is 
of importance; namely, that ‘two of the servantes of the right 
honorable Lord Norreis had been there before’, to express their 
master’s disagreement in regard to the Earl’s claim to the mansion, 
and to put the matter into the hands of Crofts ‘untill some course 
were taken therein’!®? by the two peers. ‘William Mawner and 
William Pulford, gentlemen’ were the agents ‘in behalf of the 
Lord Norris’.!6 

Wentworth’s companion and co-agent, Reynolds, mentioned 
that Crofts said he ‘had obteyned so much favor’ from: Empring- 
ham and Pannell ‘that he might indifferentlie kepe the possession: 
of the chief house . . . untill the Lordes were agreed who should 
possesse it’, to which Reynolds refused his consent. 

About this ime Wentworth seems to have visited Lord Norreys, 
to deliver a letter ‘from some of the Lords of hir majesties most 
honorable privie counsell which . . . letter did concern the posses- 
sion of the mansion house ...as the... Lord Norreis did report 
ymediately after his lordship had perused the same’. Wentworth 
said that ‘Lord Norreis did . . . onlie clayme to have right and 
title to the parsonage of Weston ... And... did will the tenantes 
and farmers of the ground belonging to the manner (who came to 
- know his Lordship’s pleasure as touching the paiment of the rente) 
to paie’ this to the Earl. Wentworth added further that he heard 
it ‘reported that one Nicholas Pannell did deliver a letter unto 
James Croftes directed from . . . the privie counsell’ of the same 
tenor as that addressed to Lord Norreys. 

Wentworth also testified that Crofts told him that, if the ‘Earl 
did not come with . . . speed to make some agreement’ as to the 
household goods at Weston ‘he would remove awaie his stuff and 
laie the kaie {key] under the dore readie for him that would come 
best to yt for he was werie of keeping yt anie longer’.!69 

The first encounter between the Earl of Lincoln and James 
Crofts took place in June 1588, and is described in a Bill of Com- 
plaint brought by Crofts before the Star Chamber, a court which 
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in Elizabethan days had not become an instrument of royal oppres- 
sion, but was rather a protection for those wronged by a prominent 
nobleman or a state official who could not be summoned before 
the ordinary courts. The Bill makes no mention of the Earl’s 
claim to Weston, perhaps because it was not filed until 1593, when 
the Earl’s title to the property had already been tested by other 
suits. The behaviour described by Crofts is not unlike that which 
the Earl exhibited towards the Savils in 1578. 
“To the Queenes most excellent Maiestie 

‘In most humble wise sheweth end Complaynethe unto your 
most excellent Maiestie your trwe [true] and faithful! and obedient 
Subiecte and Servant James Crofte Esquire, That wheras the righte 
honourable Sir Henry Norreys knight lorde Norreys of Rycot, who 
was and is lawfullie seised of an estate of Inheritaunce .. . in the 
Rectorie or personage of Weston uppon the Green with thappur- 
tenausices in your Highnes Countie of Oxon and ... in one Barne 
there called the Tythe Barne or the personage barne belonging or 
apertayninge to the . . . Rectorie or personage. ... And your 
highnes .. . Subiect beinge possessed of divers goods and chattles 
remayninge at Weston aforesaid, and having no certain place of 
his owne where to convaye or dispose of the .. . goods within the 
... Lowne of Weston on the green, nor having convenient meanes 
to remove the same from the . . . Towne desired of the . . . lorde 
Norreys that he would please to give him leave for a certain tyme 
to laye some of his . . . goods in the... Barne . . . wherunto the 
... lorde Norreys willinglie consented, ... Whereuppon your... 
subiect by his servants did karie [carry] there divers of his goodes. 
That is to saie three featherbedes three bolsters fower Coverlettes 
of the value of Twentie powndes or thereaboutes and divers other 
goodes and howshoulde stuffe of greater value, . . . not doubting 
but the same should and might have contynewed [continued] there 
in saftie in respect your ... Subiect had obtayned the consent and 
goodwill of .. . lorde Norreis . . . who was then and so had con- 
tynewed in peaceable and quiet possession of the . . . Rectorie or 
personage and Barne, by the space of a great nomber of yeares 
before. But so yt is... That Henry Erle of Lincoln did contrarie 
to your Maiesties Lawes, and in contempt of the same, being 
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56 THE RAID UPON WESTON 


accompanied with one John Whytehouse, gent., Peter Farebanck, 
John Tydswell, Thomas Steele, Allen Peerson, John Downes, James 
Harreis, Thomas Harreis, Thomas Lewis, Dunston Allen, Thomas 
Blacknolls or Blackewell, William Weare, Bartholomew Allin, John 
Allyn, David Stratton, William Cowley, and Robert Webbe, and 
divers other lewde and evell dysposed persons to your... Subiect as 
yet unknowen, to the number of Twentie persons or Thereaboutes, 
being all Armed and appointed in warlike sorte with swordes 
daggers pikestaves billes [a kind of axe blade of iron sometimes 
hooked or curved and at this time the weapon of watchmen] long- 
staves Rapiers and divers other Weapons of force as well invasive 
as defensive. The Twelfe daie of June in the. . . thirteth yere of 
your highnes most happie raiyne [1588] . . . most ryotouslie 
unlawfully and disorderlie and in warlike manner with great 
owtrage and tumulte repaired to the... Barne ... and then and 
there in most ryotous disorderlie and unlawfull manner did Brake 
open the dores . . . upon one John Taylor who by your .. . Sub- 
iectes appointment was placed in the . . . Barne for the safe 
Keepinge of the ... goodes there remayninge, and one William 
Robbins, a laborer appointed for the .. . lorde Norreys then being 
laboring in the ... Barne; and being gotten into the... Barne they 
did with vyolence and stronge handes carrye them forth, giving 
them many dangerous Blowes with Cudgells, and did Blindfolde 
the . . . poore men, using aswell dispitefull termes as also owt- 
ragiouse force beatings and sundrie waies evill entreatinge the... 
poore men to their great feare Terror and amazement in such sorte 
that the . . . poore men were of long time after in great danger of 
ther lyves. And most riotouslie and disorderlie did expell and cast 
owt the. . . poore men from the .. . Barne, and did get and 
obtayne the possession . . . and, having by such riotous and undewe 
meanes obtayned the same, He . . . Henry Erle of Lincolne and 
together his adherents and followers . . . or some of them did 
ryotouslie take and carye awaie owt of and from the... Barne 
the .. . fetherbeds Bolsters and Coverletts before recyted, and all 
other your . . . subiectes goodes then remayninge there . . . which 
by noe meanes. your . . . Subiect can gett agayn.’!7° 

In September 1589 the Earl of Lincoln, who already had been 
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THE RAID UPON WESTON 57 
one of the peers summoned for the trial of Mary Queen of Scots, 
and, with his mother-in-law, the Countess of Bedford, a repre- 
sentative at the Queen’s funeral in Peterborough Cathedral, was 
appointed by Queen Elizabeth to be her special ambassador at the 
Scottish court for the marriage of King James VI with Anne of 
Denmark. The Acts of the Privy Council for September 9th con- 
tain the draft of a form letter written to twelve gentlemen 
‘appointed to attend the Erle of Lyncolne to be sent for her 
Majestie’s service into Scotland, the effect of which letter fol- 
loweth: That whereas the Queen’s Majesty hathe appointed the 
... Erle of Lyncolne . . . from her Majesty to honour the mariage 
of the Scottishe King shortly to be solemnized . . . and hathe for 
that purpose thought meet to have his Lordship in this voyage 
accompanied with some good troupe of gentlemen, among whom 
it hath pleased her Majesty to nominate and make choice of him 
to be one, they (sic) are required with all expedityon to put hym 
self in a readynes to attend the... Erle at upon the 
of this presente, and from thence to pass imediately towardes 
Scotland, whereof he may not fayle as he tendereth her Majesty 
good favour’. The gentlemen were: ‘Edward Talbott, sonne to the 
Erle of Shrewsbury; Mr Willoughby, sonne and heire to the Lord 
Willoughby; Mr Evers, sonne and heire to the Lord Evers; Sir 
Edward Dymmock [nephew of the Earl of Lincoln]; Sir Charles 
Davers, Mr Sampoole; John Hutham; Mr Gotherick, Young 
Dawney; Young Ferfax; Mr Francys Vaughan; Mr Boynton.’!7! 
The raid upon the tithe barn apparently not having advanced 
the Earl towards the possession of Weston, he decided that, since 
the house which he coveted lay between him and Scotland, there 
was now a favourable opportunity to secure it. The account of his 
preparations is given mainly in his own words, which probably 
explains why he seems to have proceeded in correct and orderly 
fashion, and to have been readily met by Crofts, who by this tme 
was a ‘Justice of the peace and of the Quorum’ and a Gentleman 
Pensioner of the Queen.!72 The Earl stated that Crofts, ‘after the 
decease of his wyffe, his estate then being by her death ended and 
determyned . . . did notwithstandinge still Contynue with hymself 
and his famylye the possessyon of the . . . howse and pretended that 
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58 THE RAID UPON WESTON 
he would still kepe the same’. The Earl, therefore, ‘being then 
uppon his journey towardes Scotland in her Majesties affayres, 
and not knowinge the certaine tyme of his retorne. . . did procure 
the Right hnorable Sir Fraunces Walsingham knight her highnes 
secretary to wryte his letters’ to Crofts ‘touching the premises and 
to will him to repaire to the Court wher Mr Secretary then was 
... there to answere ... forthe . .. possessyon of the. . . house’. 
By this time Crofts was doubtless elderly, and so, for this reason 
as much as for any other, Lord Norreys had permitted him to 
continue to reside at Weston. There is such a suggestion in the 
Earl’s words that Crofts, ‘excusing his not cominge ... by reason 
of infyrmitie . . . sent Thomas Croftes his servant unto Mr Sec- 
retary’.!73. The interview took place ‘at the courte at Otelandes’, 
Queen Elizabeth’s palace near Woking, where, according to the 
Earl, Thomas Crofts gave assurances both to him and to Walsing- 
ham ‘betwene the Courte gate and mr Secretarie Walsingham’s 
garden ner unto his lodging at Otelandes’,'74+ that James Crofts 
did not intend ‘to withold’ the Earl ‘from the possessyon of the 
howse or to kepe any possessyon against him, but that he would 
willinglye yeald the same .. . when’ the Earl ‘should appoynte’. 
With this, Lord Lincoln ‘did hold himself very well satisfyed’.175 
However, Thomas Crofts flatly denied that he had given any such 
assurance: ‘he did not signify unto the ... Erle of lyncolne or unto 
Mr Secretary Walsingham that’ James Crofts ‘had not alny mean- 
ing to kepe the possession of the howse against the Erle .. . Butt 
. . signified both tothe... Erle and to ... Mr Secretary that’ 
James Crofts ‘did kepe the possession . . . to the use of the Lord 
Norris and to his use would deliver it up and to no bodyes use els’.!76 
It would be interesting to know the tenor of the letters which 
the Earl says he received from Walsingham, for the secretary was 
always friendly to the Norreys family, and it seems unlikely that 
he would, without good reason, have done anything prejudicial to 
the nobleman with whom he had served in France. Significantly, 
these letters play little part in subsequent events. 
The Earl made ready to leave London on September 28th, 1589, 
and to visit his mother-in-law, the widowed Countess of Bedford, 
at Chenies, Middlesex, on his way north. Strangely enough, he 
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THE RAID UPON WESTON 59 

felt the need of a guide from London to so near a place as Chenies, 

and he chose for that purpose ‘a tenant of the manor of Weston’, 

one Robert Blower, who is also described as ‘an officer belonging 

to the duchy courte [he is given, under the year 1588, as Messenger 

of the Duchy of Lancaster, and Usher or Keeper of the Council 

Chamber] and ‘one of her majestie’s pursyvantes’ [pursuivants].!77 

On the same day, the Earl’s former agent, Cuthbert Reynolds, then 

a student of law at the Inner Temple (he was ‘called to the outer 
bar’ on July 5th, 1590) ‘in the company of certen gentlemen came 
to Cheynes to the house of the .. . Countesse of Bedford... 

beinge his verie good Ladie . . . wher he then purposed to remayne 
but till the next daye; That daye in the eveninge late it chanced 
the . . . Erle to come thether’ Reynolds ‘not knowinge any thinge. 
therof, till word was brought a little before of his coming’.!7§ 
Reynolds explained also that ‘the Erle requested’ him ‘to ryde to 
Weston with him’, “where he proposed to receive the rente then 
due’, to bargain with Crofts about ‘houshold stuffe’ and to have 
Reynolds for ‘a witnesse to such bargaine as he was to make’, and 
also ‘to wayte uppon him till his Lordshipps departure from thence, 
which he appointed to be the next daye’. The Earl likewise 
expressed his intention of maintaining feudal tradition, for he 
would ‘kepe a court’ at Weston, ‘yf occasion should serve’. All 
this, Reynolds said, he ‘at the first was unwilling to do because 
he was the next daye to ridde another waye, but being earnestlie 
moved therunto both by the... Erle him self, and the. . . coun~ 
tesse of Bedford and cthers to whom’ he ‘in duety was much 
bound, and thinking his services to be such as myght be very well 
accepted of, he . . . was contented to wayte uppon the. . . Erle to 
Weston.’ 

While he remained at Chenies, Reynolds also gave heed to the 
conversation between Lord Lincoln and the Countess of Bedford, 
for he ‘hard the . . . Erle saie unto’ her “emongs other thynges that 
he was with spede to go into Scotland in service of her majestic 
And that... Mr Croftes had sent his Lordship word that he 
should have the possession of the . . . house, and further the... 
Erle told the . . . countesse that his Lordship was very desirous 
to see the house and to buy part of such houshold stuffe as 1t was 
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already furnished withall, and to leave all thinges in quiet before 
his departure out of the Realme, and that peradventure he would 
kepe a Courte ther to have the tenantes to knowe him. .., And 
thus therfore his Lordship made bold to trouble her honor so late 
sayinge he was to make hast back againe. And therfore ment the 
next morning to be gone betyme ... and to have her to understand 
how he proceded and in what order thynges were left’. The Earl 
likewise ‘desired her honor that he might have one Bacon her 
ladyships man to ridde with him because he ment for the more 
spede to retorne the next waye [day?] back againe wherunto the 
countess of Beddford agreed . . . and sent her man’, 

The Earl’s real purpose in summoning Robert Blower now be- 
comes clear, in that the Earl ‘entreated’ him ‘to ride the next daye 
to Weston ... to be his guide thether’.179 Blower declared that the 
Earl explained this request by saying that Crofts ‘had sent ... word 
he would kepe the house noe Longer and willed his Lordshipp to 
send some of his men thether to kepe the same’.!8° 

Lord Lincoln slept well on Michaelmas Eve, for, on September 
29th, ‘the daie was well spent before he . . . toke his iorney’. To 
reach Weston he had ‘about five and twenty miles to ride’. Since 
he was a nobleman, and, moreover, travelling upon his sovereign’s 
business, he was attended by upwards of a dozen followers and 
servants. Thomas Blacknall, yeoman, had been with the Earl a 
fortnight, and had met him ‘vij or viij myles from london ryding 
towardes Chenies’; John Trye, esquire, ‘dwelling in Lincolnshire’ 
who ‘did wayt uppon the ... Erle divers tymes for...love... 
and honor . . . was determyned then to goe into Scotland’ with 
him; Edward Pister and Robert Eldred, gentlemen; Richard Went- 
worth or Wayneford, of the same degree; two pages, George 
Carpenter and Roger Fullshaw; Nicholas Pannell or Paynell; 
Robert Hasell, and John Coates, the Earl’s servants; Hugh, ‘his 
Lordships foteman’, had probably all come with him to Chenies. 
Here, by his own persuasion, and by the Countess of Bedford’s 
permission, he added to his company: Reynolds and his man, and 
the countess’s servant, Christopher Bacon, gentleman, who received 
instructions from his mistress, ‘to bringe her Word what order and 
agrement should be had and taken betwixt the . .. Earle’ and 
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THE RAID UPON WESTON 61 
Crofts ‘towching the stuffe in the mansyon howse’.'8! Possibly, the 
Countess already understood her son-in-law’s character and feared 
that violence might triumph over discretion. 

The company which set out from Chenies thus numbered six- 
teen. Their weapons are interesting not only in themselves but as 
giving an indication of the probable intention of the wearers. By 
this period the rapier had been imported from the Continent; it 
was a thrusting weapon, to ‘let blood withall’, not merely a pro- 
tective slashing weapon like the ordinary sword. The rapier, used 
in conjunction with the dagger, was the mark of a gentleman, the 
sword and buckler being left to servants. The buckler was a small 
shield carried in the hand, as contrasted with the target, which 
slipped over the arm.!8* The Earl had a rapier and ‘a gilt dagger, 
and his page caryed a little light gilt Rapior, Mr Try a hanger or 
short sword, Bacon a rapior’ and a dagger, and Reynolds ‘a light 
Rapior and dagger’. John Coates, the Earl’s servant, wore a ‘Sword 
and Dagger’; Thomas Blacknall ‘only a sword’ and ‘one or two 
of the Earles men no weapons at all’; thus the servants had 
‘serving men’s weapons .. . as was their custom for riding... 
such as swords and daggers’. This company of ‘howshould ser- 
vauntes’ and ‘frendes’,—at least two of whom, the Earl and Black- 
nall, had taken part a year earlier in the raid upon the tithe barn-— 
are described by Robert Blower as all ‘of honest Credytt and 
behavior’. 

Since the hot-tempered Earl had made so late a start from 
Chenies, it was natural that ‘he ridd so fast that some of the com- 
pany were cast behind’. ‘The ... Erle and those which kept with 
his Lordshipp’ did not gain overmuch by their furious pace as, 
‘for lack of a good guide’ they ‘were gon out of their waye before 
they were aware and by that meanes the . . . Erle came much 
later to Weston then he intended and with fewer company for two 
or thre of his owne men that rid with his lordship ... Mr Trye and 
the pursyvant Blower . .. came not with the . . . Erle to the capitall 
house at Weston but came thither a good while afterwards’.183 

The Earl testified later that, when he reached the village green, 
there was no ‘other Company’ by his commandment ‘assembled 
unto him... albeyt in truth dyvers poore old men utterly 
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unknowne’ to him ‘and without his pryvitye, being the tenantes and 
inhabytantes there did of themselves . . . resort to him presenting 
him with capons and checkins [chickens] as tokens of their good 
will, whose Company he did well allow of?.'34 

In the meantime, James Crofts, though he ‘had entred into 
speeches communicacons and prices . . . for all his fierwood haie 
and other necessaries’ apparently little suspected that the Earl and 
his train were on their way towards him. Having been for many 
years ‘retiant [resident], dwelling, and inhabitinge with his whole 
family in the mancon howse . . . being the parsonage howse of the 
Rectory of Weston’, Crofts felt he could leave home with safety; 
therefore he decided to pass Michaelmas evening at a house of his 
in the little village of Kirtlington, about two miles distant. Al- 
though he had at Weston ‘goodes to a great value’, he had also 
‘servauntes many in number’, ten or twelve of whom, Margaret 
Abell; William Beale, of Cottesford, yeoman; Patrick Boys; 
Thomas Croftes, gentleman; Edulphe Dingley, gentleman, of 
Weston; Thomas Flower; Margarett Harte; Michael Moncke; 
Thomas Perin; Matthew Thomas; John Taylor (probably the 
man who had been ill-treated in the attack upon the barn); Robert 
Watson, of London, gentleman, Servant to Lord Wentworth, the 
brother of the former Lady Williams; and John Wheeler or Taylor, 
were then at home. 

The ‘poor old men’ whom the Earl had found awaiting him on 
the green included Thomas Michell, David Harris, John Harris, 
Richard, James, and John Twitchen, Davyd Page, and James 
Allen. Together they all set out for the mansion, only a short 
distance away.!85 

The house had been built in four ranges, two of which dated 
from the fourteenth and the fifteenth centuries, around a courtyard 
thirty by forty-five feet square. The main entrance, on the north, 
gave upon the courtyard, walled with stone, through which Rey- 
nolds and Wentworth had passed when they came to the manor 
after Crofts had lost his wife. This courtyard was entered by a 
gate containing a wicket, which faced either towards the village 
church, or was at the head of a drive running diagonally into the 
main road,'8¢ ; 
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THE RAID UPON WESTON 63 

Eyewitnesses, who were later asked at ‘what tyme of the day or 
night’ the Earl and his company reached the house, whether ‘by 
sonne settinge or after, by Day light, or by Candle light’, vary 
between the hours of five in the afternoon and eight in the evening. 
Dingley said that the Earl and his followers arrived at twilight; 
Crofts declared that it was ‘very dark’. As there is no mention of 
lanterns or torches, the earlier hour is the more likely.187 

The description of the coming of the Earl and his men is best 
given in the words of the Bill of Complaint later lodged by Crofts, 
and of the testimony of his servants then at the house ‘in Godes 
peace and the Queenes’. The Earl’s following seems to have 
increased to ‘the whole number’ of ‘forty persons or neare ther- 
aboutes armed with . .. Pistolles readdy, charged bowes and 
arrowes, swordes and daggers, longe pyked staves, and Billes, and 
such like forcible and outragious weapons’, whom the Earle, ‘to 
troble and interrupt’ James Crofts in ‘his peaceable and lawfull 
possession of and in the . . . mansion howse, and forcblly to take 
the same from him . . . did assemble together of his owne head and 
wronges, as some of the partyes . . . confessed, and some other that 
weare solicited to have byn Actors there will testefye. Divers of 
them were ‘nether [neither] of welth nor creditt as by the sequell 
may appeare, and such as rather sought occasion to quarrell and 
make breach of peace then contented to lyve in any quiet governed 
comonwelth under the obedience of a lawe’. ‘Ther then the... 
Earle with them and they with him complotted and contrived 
together howe to enter the . . . mancon howse, in riotous manner, 
and by force and strong hand to take possession therof . . . which 
after long and many conferences had to that end they resolved in 
what manner to attempt.’ 

William Rayer, or Raier, the bailiff, said later that there were 
twelve horsemen in the Earl’s party; either the bailiff, or another 
of Croft’s men, saw the company approaching in time to give the 
alarm, and, when these ‘Divers Quarrelous and Disordered par- 
sons’ [persons] came ‘in riotuous manner . . . to the uttermost wall 
or the wall of the utter court of the . . . Mancon howse’, they 
‘founde the great gate therof fast locked, boulted, and barred’.158 

As soon as the Earl knew his entrance was opposed, he flew into 
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a rage. However, he was not too angry to attempt a combination 
of bravado and subterfuge, for he cried, ‘horriblie swearing, ““God’s 
woundes, will you not lett me in? I have the queenes majesties 
letters, and here is the queenes pursuivant with me” ’. He added 
that he would ‘proclayme the servantes ... Traytors and Rebelles 
at the gate yf they woulde not lett him in’, and ‘did terrifie the 
servauntes in shewing them two pursyvauntes, affirming .. . that 
the . . . pursyvauntes were come to carry them all upp to the 
Court yf in case they woulde not lett him in’, 

All this was an exaggeration, for the Earl had not the Queen’s 
letters, probably only Walsingham’s, and there was present but 
one pursuivant, Blower, Try not yet having appeared. 

Cuthbert Reynoids, the lawyer, was much distressed by what had 
happened, and ‘his head was then . . . occupied to bethinke him- 
selfe what good course might be taken for queyetude and peace 
and to pacify the .. . Exle’.189 

Though the servants of Crofts may have been afraid, they had 
courage not to yield to such peremptory demands and threats. 
Nevertheless, the Earl was not to be put off by bolts and bars. See- 
ing “certen persons in the yard’, he summoned them, ‘to open the 
wickett, which they refused to doe. Then the... Erle asked of 
some that were about hym if it were not possible to gett in’. 
John Coates and Thomas Blacknall, his servants, immediately set 
off to ‘a Tenant’s howse’ occupied by Dunstan Allen, and ‘did 
fetch owt of a Backyarde or yarde . . . a certen ladder which they 
afterwardes sett up against the littell wall betwixt the Inner Courte 
or yarde of the . . . howse and the yarde by the clocke hows’. They 
then ‘drewe their swordes’, in common with most of the others of 
their company, ‘and gott to the topp of the wall’. Coates was 
‘intending to have gone over the . . . wall but he could not do so 
because some of the servauntes .. . did keepe him back’.19° Though 
William Beale, Crofts’s man, cut down a scaling ladder with a 
‘forrest byll’, the resistance offered in the courtyard was not 
serious, and Coates and Blacknall soon ‘leaped downe .. . and 
came to the wickett’, where ‘Blacknall with the poynt of his dagger 
did putt backe the lock’, whereupon the Earl and his followers 
streamed into the court. 
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Blacknall had also appropriated another ladder, ‘out of the yard 
of one Robert Gibbes’, which was ‘sett up against a wall of the 
... howse ... by the Erle’s comandyment and . . . some of the 
... Erle’s company ... dyd goe up the ladder but dyd not any 
harme by that meanes’, Perhaps this is the ladder with which 
Christopher Bacon, the servant of the Countess of Bedford, saw 
Robert Hasell ‘scale the inner wali of the howse .. . to th’ end to 
have gotte over the same wall but was resisted therein by some of 
the .. . servauntes’.!9! 

The Earl himself later admitted that by this time his temper had 
not improved, so that the statement of some of his men that their 
‘Lord and Maister quietlie passed through the Courte to the Inner 
dore’ is scarcely credible. William Rayer, the bailiff, apparently 
was in the courtyard upon the Earl’s entry. Robert Blower, seeing 
him, spoke of this to the Earl, who, at the ‘mencion of . . . Rayer’s 
name fell into a great Rage and swore that... Rayer was a villaine 
and had betrayed his lordship’. Rayer declared that the Earl struck 
him with his drawn sword, which Blower denied. Christopher 
Bacon probably spoke the truth when he testified that he ‘did heare 
the... Earle saye unto William Rayer ... that he would be over 
with him .. . and withall did shake his rapyer towards ... Rayer, 
the rapyer being in the scabbard’. 

Evidently wishing to be involved no further by the Earl’s tem- 
pestuous behaviour, and seeking to protect Rayer from bodily 
harm, Blower, ‘having a farme in the same Towne departed... 
and did take ... Rayer with him’. The pursuivant, thinking that 
the Earl might not force his way into the house, ‘intended’ at the 
farm ‘to have provided some meat for his Lordshipps supper and 
the best lodginge that he could make redye for him’.!9? 

By the time the Earl and his men were in the court, most of the 
servants of Crofts had retired into the house and had bolted the 
door, a proceeding which did not appease the Earl. He took the 
attitude that the servants were there at all only because of an agree- 
ment made between his ‘officers and the Lord Norreys’, and he said 
that, finding the door ‘shutt against him notwithstanding his 
comeinge and manteyninge the possessyon’, and “being justly dis- 
pleased, perceaving the abuse ofrered unto him to be notable... 
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to be so withstood at such a tyme of the day so nere unto night 
that he was lykelie to lye abroad and to be utterly destytute of 
lodginge . . . the towne not affordinge any convenient place of 
receipt for him’ he ‘used such vehement speaches as he thought 
the fact and abuse did require’. Even before Robert Blower was 
out of earshot, the Earl ‘called for Strawe or hedgewood to sett 
fire on the house what soever came of it yf they would not lett 
him in’, declaring that he had every right to do this, as the house 
was really his own. 

But even these roarings did not intimidate the servants, nor the 
fact that the Earl ordered them out of the house, which he later 
denied. However, reason somewhat tempered his anger, and he 
saw soon that Weston would not be of much use to him in ashes; 
therefore he ‘bad his men to breake’ the front door ‘open if they 
coulde’ ... ‘wheruppon his Lordship caused Thomas Blacknali 
and other his Company with a ladder . . . forcibly to runne against 
the shutt doore of the . . . howse’. It was asserted by Crofts’s 
witnesses that the attackers also used ‘leavers, Iron Crowes, peeces 
of Tymber, or other engyns fitt for that outragious purpose’. ‘By 
reason of such running ... some of the Boltes of the doore were 
loosed’,!93 and the servants evidently decided that they could not 
hold out much longer, and ‘praied his Lordship to be content and 
not cause any further vyolence to be offered and they would open 
the dores without further adoe . . . the Erle made aunswer that he 
thought that yf he should spare to rushe upp the . . . dore they 
within would in the meane tyme use meanes to make them safer, 
whereunto the .. . persons which were within replyed that yf his 
Lordship would be quyet they would let him in quyetly’. The 
servants also made the Earl ‘promise to entreat therm well and not 
to suffer wast or destruccon of their Masters stuffe’, whereupon 
the doors ‘were opened unto the Earl and his company by one 
William Ingley [isley?]’. The Earl and his men then entered the 
house with their swords drawn, being intent, according to Cuthbert 
Reynolds, ‘to preserve her majesty’s peace’. 

The followers of the Earl deposed later that the ‘dores of the... 
mannor house’ were opened ‘after some knocking thereat’, and 
that the company outside went in “‘peaceablie and quictlie’. 


“oTeaw WOW GIAg SHT — 


idgit tay sro oa yob odtto- oorltiw ox 9 
to suteeb yaw odvor bas pabalraparmingen iloAy. reprone of | 
Yo soslq tasingyao> YOR sgtibrofte tan omwor old 5.» parenrss 
niguors od ep exdonoqe Jaomodoydege boeu! ot | matt ‘Ie vee | 
sw iswoll nedoS ovted movil: Ssriuper Adib 2 } toh orks 
192 of boowogbed 20 swaut2 to bollzo? hall ne por 
ji toa bluew ads dy ti Yo sane> tove0a aatiw* 
seuod ad 2s ,etrlt ah ot tdgit yuove bed od teas ieruraeg . 
wo eit Ulaot es 
lr 100 .2toevioe of stebimitni ton bib egaitsor sess’ ovo utl 
jel or daidw .sesod od lo 100 med) hsysbh10: lei oclt seclt-t0 
sf bas ~s9e08 2id botany ts aie HOMO? MOzE1 ,LVgWORL bai mob 
seodes oi next of oa dow lo cd ton binow motes W ted sous: Al 
ros) ib aoqo’ 18 tao aris ‘ashes 74 of com etd bad” od oelsradd 
larcisel exmnod T fseuno. qid mee" *itl noqquistw’. .. ‘obliges 
2nises sanu: of yidiorw?... 1ebbsl adie; yangmoD eid IaeGae 
to ¥d bomaden ‘) .oeword . .. ada to sx00b gmdesedt) © 
asnseg ,22wor) now, 1’ hoes Gele aotbosts od) rath eoecontiw 
Wi “Seociliq 2uoiyevue melt sb st envyne rod aadinyT Yo | 
| oi) le eosiofl ofl to cme. .. BMA lowe | 10 BO2EST 
. |; bobaeh yhashive exsavice sds baat? Sbeeool — 
09 9d o8 quiebrad da fomagq’ bas zogaol doum wo tion i 
qo bl 4) bar bexite od a} ooewlevy roriruft yor Seka Jom 7 
od tadi 19wenws obaarehdl a. .. sobs r9drus qworiwenobods - 
’ 0b . silt qeyu rier oF stage bluorie od ty prayers | 
softer odens of epelearh seg, 9nr73 onze sd? ni blvew aids 
eri ty ted beylqer nielaw aw cot icine encenq... sdi otsuorsdw 
il .‘yhoywp ot od del binow yoold jayup od bluow qidebsot 
roa bas race of] Ineuine a anata any take at obam oats aise 


7 


9 “d WORE? + elena adie tn ar ‘the ssw’ snesinily | 


od? basin acd wom ead boa het oT — vagnt vor, 
noddtu) of paibigoos Jaseni grid web ebrowe siodd3 di Se 
pst -“wmisg a yieopen tol sv1se01q 07° ,2bfo reas i 


+8 ott} io. ao1ob’ scl. zed? zomab bezoqab (ued eit to arswoilci od i “a 


bas .'trasd? gnidboed smoe xats’ bomeqo saw ‘seund 20 pene 
.siltsiup bes viidessssq’ ci nasw sabia coma 


o Neate OSE SPARE 


CO PRED IMR IF Gs Deeek se PS $e 


tee TET 


Tae 


So RR CYS PTE TRA EN ARN PS SARANDON ONG 9 


ra 


THE RAID UPON WESTON 67 

When they were at last indoors, the Earl, according to his com- 
panion, Robert Eldred, “did gentlie entreat the servants and did 
require them to help him to a fier and some meat for his supper 
and to provide him his lodgings, for he told them he was wearie 
and would goe spedelie to bedd for that his lordship was to ride 
awaie on the next daie and might no longer tarrie’. Accordingly 
the servants of Crofts ‘shewed the way to the great chamber where’ 


‘the Earl ‘had a fier made him and the table covered’. ‘Such as had 


chardge of the howse did with all convenyent spead provyde his 
lordships supper and bring it unto him,’!94 

After having been made comfortable in the great hall, Lord Lin- 
coln, who was ‘att supper’,-sent for Thomas Crofts, a relative and 
servant of James. Thomas had left Weston with his master ‘about 
fower’ and had gone ‘to Mr Ardens howse of Kirtlington ... And 
afterwardes about vii} of the Clocke att night . . . understanding 
that the Erie of Lincoln was come to Weston .. . with a great 
company of men in verye riotous manner’ Thomas Crofts ‘went 
back from Kirtlington to defend his masters men which were then 
at the... howse if the .. . Erle dyd chance to offer unto them any 
vyolence’, and with instructions that ‘the Erle should not be per- 
mitted to have any of the wyne, beare, or other provision which 
was in the... howse’. However, Thomas, when he considered that 
“the invader was a noble man did contrary to his master’s comandy- 
ment suffer the. . . Erle to have any thing that he called for in the 
howse’, saying ‘that ytt was his masters pleasure that such Curtesie 
should be shewed his Lordship’, and adding that, ‘his master 
Mr James Croftes was verie sorrie that he had knowen no sooner 
of his lordships coming, whereby he might have given better inter- 
taynement to his lordship than he had, and that nevertheless did 
desier his honor to take the .. . house and such thinges as weare in 
the same in good part. And that his ... master would waite uppon 
his lordship the next morninge’. This ‘duty and survese’, Thomas 
explained, ‘was the rather done and performed . . . because the 
Erle should not by any dyscourteous usage be enraged or displeased 
against him . . . and the rest of his fellowes’. The Earl ‘willed’ 
Thomas ‘with speed to go to his master and to signifie . . . unto 
him and agree . . . for the better and quyet orderinge of the howse 
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and saftye of his stuffe’. After he had ‘stayed att the . . . mansion 
howse .. . about half an hower’, Thomas Crofts ‘went backe to his 
master’. ‘By the appoiniment’ of James Crofts, Thomas ‘went 
againe’ later ‘to the mansion to ayde his .. . fellowes .. . and to 
helpe them to keepe the possession of some parte of the . . . howse 
{an indication of its size] to the use of his master’. This time he 
entered the building without the knowledge of the Earl, and 
“‘pryvelie and secretlie’ ‘hidd himself? ‘in the butterye’.'95 

About this time those whom the Earl had outridden in his zeal 
to reach Weston, ‘Mr Jwye [Try], Dinnis Catton, Rowland 
Atkinson’, ‘servant to the Erle’ “who had been gatheringe his lord- 
shipps rentes of his tenantes in Oxfordshire’ ‘came unto the... 
Erle after he had been quietlic in the . . . howse by the space of an 
hower’. Robert Blower also, ‘after havinge worde that the... 
Erle was lett in . . . came thether and brought such provision as he 
had got with him, and stayed supper, . . . and after departed to his 
owne farme’. John Coates, the Earl’s servant, likewise ‘departed 
.. . being sicke’ and went to the house of Dunstan Allen, from 
which he had taken a ladder earlier in the evening. This latter 
tenant of the Earl’s had presented himself at the mansion ‘to doe 
his dewty to his lordship’. When Allen went back to the village, 
he reported to some of the other “Tenantes of Weston that the... 
Erle . . . was very angry that they came not unto his Lordship. . . 
to helpe him to gett the possession’ of the mansion, and Allen told 
them that he ‘thought they would repent itt’. Robert Gibbes, 
the owner of the other ladder, was also sent for to speak to the 
Earl.196 

Although Lord Lincoln had gained admission to the house and 
had been made comfortable, the servants could not have waited 
upon him very willingly. Cuthbert Reynolds, the lawyer, kept his 
eyes open, and ‘perceiving one or two of Mr Croftes men .. . very 
busye and many tymes whispering and knowing allso that... 
some denyall was made to the... Erle for his coming in, And... 
knowing also that . . . challenge had been made of some parcell of 
the...lands... by... Lord Norreis but now by ... Mr Croftes 
And because the Erle had so fewe with him, and so slenderlie 
provided, for their defence’, Reynolds ‘feared greatlie, that some 


Pe ie 


KoTetW KOT GIAA SHT in 
noiznnen .. . 93 338 boyste” bad dao. 5 Rute 
ei ot odosd insw ox aesmonT . cTawod oe tis . 
jaow’ 2emodl aio) zemel o, ‘ 
of bos... 2owollsl.. .. 2uobyr, os moieapen ods oye a 
as = ath te ib IIo te 20 ome nal poe rs A 
on scuit etd ."seueeere eid Yo seu, thot {osiz ai to aiisotbat as) 
bne fash ot 30. apbslwoadodt swore gnibliud ont be proms) 
22 'sgaud ond ai" Yoamid bbid’ ‘oilismee bas oils 
id ai nobbimue bad lel ods morsdwoeorlt seniz elds wodA 
A cons) ean .f an oywl aM" .no1W tos ot 
{ cist sgarrodien sod hu dost” ‘oh ols Of 118398" ¢ ‘noeniaA 
_, . od? ofan ome’ ‘qidebrolxO ni 2inensteid Io-g0109r eqqide 
ns to s28q2 od3 yd ozwod.,.. » odie silhoivp 90d bad od rite. shh. . 
.. . ofl Jedi shrew ogeived tofte* ove sowolll mado “aswel > ~ 
od 26 noiztyong dove tdyuesd bap sedsedt onan . mi tol asw oh - 
1 of botaad INtik De .. sequelae 18 ssid date Jog bod | 
naqa’ cziwodd aovese atest od potecD adol, .ommal ovo 
rrom .ollA ocranu(] to pot vg @) gaow bas ‘edaie gaisd wee 7 
woiel ail .gmensy dj ms. taunge wbbel « coat baci ot dotdw 
ib oF motensst 9 ; thee bowisessy het a'fasil ols to Josaos 
liv ads ot toed naw well med W .'qidebsol eid os yiweb aid 
. . of eds nome W so T” sorbo oc to omoe 01 borogered — 
. .qulzbrot 2i:t ome sam Stneo yards ial) yrane sy cow... 
blot nsllA bas wrt adi t ‘neieeaerey od3 3399 03 nit eqiedos 
gaddind nodoA ‘sy iasqen bisow yors sdguors’ od cage ger lp 
a o2 Asecte of 1G) Ieee oele 2ew.obbsl asdioverls Jo 29awe 
604 Jag 
bas s2ued sy 03 nowelnbe bonizg bed. clooni.l bot dauedits. 
~slisw oved Jon bess atrucvene ott oldsmoimos obsm.ased ity 
eid Iq TIT l sds .2blooyed medi. .yiy illive yisv prin 
q79¥.... monn eater 1M ie owt 10.9002 aivioroq’ pe ¥ 
. » Ips pes uniwoad bar give ‘ehir eos ynton bne.o 
... bo A td goimoo eid a0tehS .... of a2 ybene oe 
‘to Sree smo lo Sora used bed ognslieds .. «dads, oelag ane ok 
eon WD 1 ... Yd Won ted eone4 toot os d4 ebnst .. is 
silzsbnslz o¢ brs nid die sweb oe bart bd oul. ead bark 
smee 1003 cilteotg boreal’ abloayod <‘somotob:aiads ok ¢bs 


bet 


7 
: 
re te 


ig * *, 
= a! 
om’ 4 
xi shod 
aon, a 
"a - 


PEREZ SUES SDF EINE PE PT SRR HT SORRY Ng Ta 


SEAT CNPP RS eR RT YY 


Ttygee TRONS baits pee 


SET Cae Ermer OK 


TTI Ee 


i Rica nae ee 
: er 


THE RAID UPON WESTON 69 
sodaine outradge should have been offered unto the .. . Erle and 
his company, which yf it had then happened, the .. . Erle him self, 
and all his company, should have been in great danger both of 
lives and lyms, besides many other perills which therebie might 
have ensued. In respect of all which he ... moved the... Erle to 
provide for such mischiefes .. . and therefore desired his Lordship 
to send for the Constable and the rest of the neighbors and tenantes 
... and to shew unto them the cause of his coming thether, and 
howe short a tyme he ment to tarry there, and how willinge he 
was to speak with . . . Mr Croftes.’ 

If he wished any kind of harmony within doors, the Earl could 
not do less than ‘gentlie entreat’ the servants already in the house; 
Reynolds saw the importance of going further, and conciliating the 
neighbourhood. The Earl took the lawyer’s advice. Christopher 
Cowley, the town constable, was summoned, and the Earl, ‘speaking 
with him in the greate chamber, his lordship dyd aske him’ whether 
‘he was constable of Weston on the Grene’, and Cowley ‘answering 
yea, his lordship dyd saye . . . I charge you provide me halfe a 
dozen persons to watche this nyght here in this howse.for the 
keping of hir hyghnes peace’. Cowley commanded ‘Robert Webb, 
William Veere, Danyeil Tutchin, Thomas Thruster, Dayye Law- 
rence, and John Waryn to come to the hows’, and ‘dyd also him 
selfe upon the same occasion there watche’. These men were 
‘weaponed with billes and staves’, and they were required to keep 
the peace only, and had nothing to do with Lord Lincoln’s claim 
to the mansion.!97 

The Earl’s companions later gave a rosy picture of the demeanour 
of Crofts’s servants during the evening. They ‘did in the... 
night most willinglie attend upon the . . . Erle without anie enforce- 
ment... And also the... Erle did suffer the servantes . . . quietly 
to hold and keepe ther offices and chardgs which they had of ther 
masters household stuffe. And... the ... Earle did not enter 
into anie chamber or rome [room] of the . .. house but with the 
good likinge of those servantes which then had chardge therof 
from ther . . . master’, and the Earl ‘gave xxd to the companie to 
make merrie withall’. 

‘After supper a chamber was provided for his Lordship, where 
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his honor was well lodged’, and where he ‘went to his rest com- 
maunding his own servantes being wery to goe to bedde, and 
requesting certain of the servants of Crofts ‘to attend that night in 
his bedde chamber uppon him which they did’. In spite of the 
manner of his entry into the house, he not only ‘slept soundly’ but 
‘quietlie’. 

This account of the occurrences inside the manor house is 
based upon the later testimony of the Earl and of his com- 
panions. While the inmates at Weston were going to their beds, 
James Crofts was bestirring himself at Kirtlington. His servant, 
Edolphe Dingley, who had remained at Weston ‘in respect’ of 
the agreement made between the representatives of the Earl 
of Lincoln and Lord Norreys, ‘went out of the backside of the 
house’ as the Earl arrived, and brought word of his coming, to 
James Crofts, when the justice was ‘sitting att Supp at Kyrklyng- 
ton’ with ‘Mr John Arden, Mr Henry Arden, Alice Arden, and 
Margaret Arden’. ‘Wheruppon ... Mr Croftes required Dingley 
to goe to the ... Lord Norris’, and ‘his lordship did write to the 
Justices of the . . . County to take strict order as to Justice apper- 
tayned’.!98 Crofts declared later that ‘grevous Complaint’ was 
‘made to him by the inhabitantes nere Weston . . . as also by some 
of his cewne people’, but that when he was ‘tolde’ that the Earl ‘was 
lyeing at the ... howse.. . he wolde not beleve his honor was 
ther, for that he was an honorable person and wolde not doe... 
any thing agenst hir majesties Jawes Crowne and Dignitie but 
rather thought that some Ruffyns [ruffians] or knaves [?] weare 
come to doe the uttrages and pycke quarrells’. Nevertheless, he, 
‘hering therof and suspic[ion]syng [suspicioning] the same, dyd for 
the preservacon of hir majesties peace and his servauntes and 
goodes then in the . . . howse, being one of hir highnes Justices 
of the peace’ ‘shortly after he had recyved the notyce before 
men({tioned] . . . sende one William Becher into the Towne of 
Kyrklyngton to cause such persons as he colde gett to come’ to 
him ‘there with to suppresse forces, and the said becher in the 
name and by the authority’ of Crofts alone, and not in that of the 
Queen, ‘dyd goe to these persons’. 

Crofts finally gathered together a company of twenty or twenty- 
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five men, among them: Thomas, Richard, and William Hall, 
husbandmen; John Robinson; William James, or Jones; Robert, 
William, and John Butcher, or Becher; John Owen, yeoman; 
Thomas Turner, slater; Justynian Walker, husbandman; William 
and John Davys, or Davis; Anthony Benson, ‘of Grayes Inne, 
Saylicitor’; Richard Steeres, Richard Barret; Thomas Kinge; 
Nicholas Bowell; John Rowe; Richard Colgrave ;and, probably, John 
Arden, ‘Esquier’, and Henry Ardon, gentleman. Rowe, or Rarre, 
was armed with ‘a gunne’; Robert Becher with ‘a pystoll’, William 
Becher, with ‘a pike staff or forrest byll’; Bowell, with ‘a forrest 
byll or mayne pike staffe’; Kinge with ‘a forrest byll or halberd’.199 
The justice himself ‘at that tyme had about him a sworde and a 
pystoll’. There were others ‘whose names’ Crofts ‘doth not remem- 
ber dyd they dwell in Kyrklyngton’, and these had staves, forest 
bills, or main pikes staves,—in other words, most of the men raised 
by Crofts carried the weapons of countrymen, though some were 
spoken of as appearing with javelins, swords and bucklers, and 
daggers. 

When the men were assembled, Crofts, who, as a justice, wished 
to have all his proceedings in order, addressed them, and ‘dyd 
saye ... that he had hard... that the Erle of lyncoln was at 
Weston howse and was broken into the . . . howse and that speche 
was geven forthe that he wolde fyer the . . . howse, and that foras- 
much that’ he ‘was one of hir highnes Justices of peace he wolde 
then repaier to the . . . howse to see what was ther don, and to 
observe and kepe hir highnes peace .. . saying that he dyd doubt 
whether the . . . Erle were then ther or not, but that as . . . some 
of his servantes might be ther, and then do and attempt some what 
to the breaking of her highnes peace’, he thereupon charged those 
who were going from Kirtlington with him not to strike, nor to 
offer to strike, any one, a caution he reiterated as they trudged 
through the night towards Weston. 

When he and his hastily gathered associates reached the manor 
house, ‘between the hours of twelve and one of the clocke’, accord- 
ing to the Earl’s party, or ‘abowt tenne or eleven’, according to 
Crofts’s companions, they found ‘the great gate of the first Court’ 
‘not barryed, lockyed, or otherwise made fast’ and also the dores 
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of the . . . house broken open, and other outrages committed’. 
The Earl and his followers afterwards asserted that this company 
of ‘fortie or threescore’ ‘armed and furnished with Swordes, 
bucklers, daggers, pike staves, welch hookes [two-edged axes} Tar- 
gates, and. sundrie other wepons ... Mr James Croftes himself 
having a dagg [a large pistol] with a butt like a musket] or Pystoll at 
his girdie, dyd come together unto the Courte before the hall dore 
of the . . . manner house’ and ‘in very outragious and tumultuous 
manner approached the . . . howse with noyse and cryes’ (the noise 
was denied by the men from Kirtlington) and ‘Mr Croftes asked 
with a loud voice, ““What strangers or guests have we heere?” ’, 
a challenge which ‘wakened and greatly affrighted’ the Earl’s fol- 
lowers and brought corresponding encouragement to the servants 
of Crofts. 

The justice had ordered Wiiliam Davis to ‘knocke at the utter 
gates of the howse’, and he then commanded John Davis, son to 
William, ‘to knocke at the dores of the . . . howse, to see whoe were 
within. ... Whereuppon one rye... came to one of the wyndowes 
... of whome... Mr Croftes asked what styre [stir] or adoe there 
was within’, Having learned that Christopher Cowley was there, 
Crofts cried, ‘with some lowde voice, ‘‘Constable of Weston on 
the grene come forthe of the howse and see her Majesties peace 
-Kept” ’. One of the Earl’s ‘servauntes .. . dyd answer and saye 
_ ,..the Constable shulde not come forthe, and thereunto... Mr 
Croftes saide with a lowde voice, “Constable, here is a Justice of 
the peace and of the Quorum” and ‘one of the howse .. . dyd 
answer and saye ““Ther is here in the howse a Justice of the peace 
and Quorum, and he,” meaning the Constable, “shall not come 
forthe” ’. 

By this time the servants of the justice, ‘being then within the 
house’, came to the windows and spoke to their master. Unfor- 
tunately the purport of their words has been preserved only in the 
depositions of the invaders, who said that Crofts was ‘tolde’ by his 
servants, ‘that they were... quietly demeaned and that his goodes 
were not much spoyled and that till the morning they thought all 
his thinges would be safe and themselves quiet’. ‘One William 
Ellesley, a servaunt of ... Mr Croftes, then being in a chamber in 
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THE RAID UPON WESTON N79 
the . . . howse’ was called by his master, ‘ ““Ellesley, Ellesley”, and 
the same Ellesley then answering... forthe at the chamber wyn- 
dowe, sayeing, “I am here”, he . . . Mr Croftes therunto saide, 
“No, rest thee in the bedde”, and Ellesley saying, “I was in my 
bedde even nowe. Shall I make my self redye and come to you?” 
... Mr Croft saide, “Then go to your bedde agene and kepe the 
{thee] ther still” ’. The Earl’s men also said that ‘Mr Croftes 
being enformed ...at a chamber wyndowe by... Mr Trye that 
the’ Earl ‘was then in the howse and in his bedde. . . Mr Croftes 
... Saide, ‘“Then god send his lordship good rest, for my comyng 
was not to molest or trowble [trouble] his lordship” ’, and he made 
ready to depart ‘to the place whence he came’. Already Crofts 
‘hardly beleved’ what he was told, ‘especially of the Erle’s being 
present at the wilfull comitting of soe violent and grevous an 
outrage’. 

Not long after Crofts had summoned the constable, one of the 
Earl’s servants ‘dyd come’ to his master, ‘being in his bedde’, 
though probably awake, ‘and then saide to him .. . that it was good 
for his lordship to arrise forthe of his bedde; wheruppon his lord- 
ship dyd presently arrise .. . and dyd put on his dublett and howse 
[hose], and . . . in the same chamber dyd take into his handes a 
small black byli’, and ‘presently come to the windowe . . . and then 
being in greate heate, choller, and furye, said with lowde voice, 
swearing grete [great] and terible othes, ‘““Where be the villaynes, 
Traytors, Rebells, and Rascalls? Sett- open the dores! I will beate 
them awaye, or leave my Carcasse amongest them!” ’ 

According to Constable Cowley, when the Earl had dressed him- 
self and had seized the ‘small blacke byll’, he went ‘Imedyately 
... into the greate chamber’, where Cowley ‘dyd here his lordeship 
being then, it seemyed, in greate fury [and] Rage’. In this place 
‘then watchyd’ ‘Thomas Thruston . . . fuller’, and others of the 
constable’s men. The Earl cried, ‘ “‘Sett open the dores that I may 
see who they are that do trouble me!” ’, and Thruster added that 
the nobleman continued, ‘ “I will not [b]e kept in within myne 
owne house. They can have but this my Carcase amongest them”’’, 
and ‘tackyng [taking] a byll forthe of Thruster’s handes’ (the 
Earl in his anger must have abandoned the earlier one) ‘and his 
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servauntes tackyng weapons into ther handes, the dore of the... 
howse was sett open’ and the Earl ‘and his servauntes weaponed 
as aforesaid’, one of them ‘having a sworde drawen, dyd go forthe 
of the . . . howse’.2%° 

Crofts declared that the Earl and his men came out ‘in forcible 
manner’, the Earle holding his ‘black byll’ and his men ‘havyng 
swordes and daggers drawne’. His lordship was also ‘swearing 
greate and horrible othes’ and behaving ‘in some other manner and 
sorte then was expected for a man of his callinge’. One of his 
servants ‘had a case [pair] of Rapyers drawen in his handes’, so 
that John Owen, Crofts’s man, ‘did draw his sword to defend 
himself’, as did William Davis. 

Here was evidently the beginning of aserious affray. John Coates, 
who by now had recovered from his sickness and had rejoined his 
master, the Earl, said that Crofts held his pistol as though to dis- 
charge it at the nobleman, but another servant, Rowland Atkinson, 
pushed it back with his hand, telling the Earl to stand back. Crofts 
not only had servants but members of his family in the house, 
who were witnesses of the fracas. Seeing imminent danger of 
bloodshed, they were ‘crying and calling’ to him ‘to laye awaye’ 
his pistol. This he did, and further, he kept his presence of mind, 
ordering his company to ‘holde ther handes and not to breake but 
to observe and kepe her highnes peace’. 

In fury, the Earl shouted that, ‘if it were not for the longe hokes 
[hooks] and staves . . . and for that he fearyd the . . . company 
were to greate for him . . . he wolde beate them oute of the Courte 
yard agene . . . whereunto Mr Crofies said, “My lord, althoughe 
my companye are thus weaponyd they nor any of them dyd not 
come to fyght, but they and also my company, being a justice of 
peace, are to see hir highnes peace kept, and to no other dede or 
purpose” ’. The Earl also asked why Crofts ‘ “‘came hither at this 
tyme of night to trouble me my Slepe”, and thereunto ... Mr 
Croftes said that his coming was to see his men and goodes in 
saufegarde’ [safeguard], and he ‘did openlie protest that he was 
sorie that he had disquieted his Lordship’. 

Cowley, with the importance of a minor official in a Shakespeare 
play, added that the Earl, ‘seming to be somewhat persuadyd’ after 
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THE RAID UPON WESTON 75 
Cowley ‘had charged him and also Mr Croftes to kepe the peace, 
dyd in thende .. . fall unto some quieter speches’. 

During this early morning argument, the door of the house 
apparently had been left open, and some of the servants of the 
justice had come out into the court, Now ‘One Patrycke, a servante 
of .. . James Croftes, did stepp back againe soddainly into the 
. . . howse and then shutt the dore and locked the same in the 
Insyde, and ymediately thereafter carryed the keye thereof... to 
"Thomas Croftes’, who said himself that he was ‘lett furthe owt 
of the ... Buttry by Patrycke Boyes and . . . did come to the hall 
Dore’ ‘with a sword and dagger drawen in his hand . . . saying 
... that he was possessed of the . . . howse and that he would see 
the hart’s blood of him that should offer to take away the same 
possessyon’. With that he ‘shuttowt the... Erle and his company’; 
by which behaviour he ‘put divers poore men, being Tenantes to 
the ... Erle and which weare then in the . . . house, in great feare’. 

The energy of Thomas Crofts and Patrick Boys did not tend 

further to pacify the angry nobleman as he was falling into ‘quicter 
speches’. Finding that he and his men were kept out, the Earl 
‘dyd call to his servaunt to gett some what to breake open the... 
dore’. James Crofts continued to show his great tact, and, reiterat- 
ing that he was come to keep, rather than to break, the peace, he 
said “that neither he nor anie man of his should keep his Lordship 
out of the... howse’. ‘“‘Yf...so”’, replied the Earl, ‘ “then 
comaunde the servaunt to open the dore and suffer me to go 
agayne into the [house]”’. ‘Mr James Croftes did therewithall 
call at the dore commanding Thomas Croftes to open’, which 
order was duly executed, and the Earl ‘on his then going into the 
... howse dyd move... Mr Croftes then to go also into the same 
.. . and ther lodge all that nyght’. 

One of the witnesses, Thruster, or Thruston, spoke of ‘Mr 
Croftes refusyng’ this invitation, adding that the justice ‘dyd then 
saye ... that he wolde on the next morning come to his honor... 
and therewith . . . dyd departe and go his way’; however, several 
of the Earl’s men said that Crofts at least went into the house with 
the Earl, for they were ‘together in the hall’ and ‘Mr Croftes did 
command some of the servantes to sett a hogshead of marche beare 
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abroach for the . .. Earle his companie, and further willed that they 
should not want any thing’. The justice evidently intended to do 
what courtesy demanded and no more, and he wished to arrange 
matters satisfactorily for his servants.2°' ‘In the end’, declared 
Coates and Blacknall, ‘the matter was agreed’ that some of the 
Earl’s ‘servantes then in the house should there continue his pos- 
session’ and also the servants of Crofts ‘sholde remayne there to 
see to, and take care of, the .. . stuffe which was in the. . . howse’. 

James Crofts, and the men who had come with him from Kirt- 
lington (after having been there for an hour and a half or two hours), 
then left the premises, and ‘the Earle went againe quietlie to his 
bedd, and ther rested untill the next morninge, purposinge to ride 
onwarde of his journey after that he had taken some order with’ 
Crofts. 

The justice had conducted himself with a restraint worthy a 
representative of the law, and he had made every attempt ‘to avoid 
bloude shedde, murther, and such matters of danger as they might 
have had’; nevertheless he was determined not thus summarily 
to be ejected from his residence. He knew that he could count 
upon the Queen’s representative, the Lord Norreys, ‘then beinge 
Lieutenant of that shire’, whose house, Rycote, was at no great 
distance from Weston, and upon his fellow justices. After leaving 
the Earl, Crofts evidently did not go to bed, at least for long, but 
went to report his plight to his colleagues, perhaps even to Lord 
Norreys. He returned to Weston, as he had told the Earl he would 
do, ‘about eight of the clock’ in the morning, “being accompanied’ 
by Mr Doyley, ‘one of hir majesties Justices of peace with divers 
ef the Lord Norreis his men, and others’, Cuthbert Reynolds said 
that there were one hundred men.*°? 

When the justices reappeared, the Earl had followed his pro- 
cedure of the night and had again armed himself with a bill. Crofts 
kept discreetly in the background and allowed Justice Doyley to 
form his independent opinion of the situation. ‘One of your 
Maiesties Justices of Peace . . . coming thether uppon complaint 
to viewe the force founde the . . . Earle in the hall standing with 
a bill in his hand and the rest of his company weaponed in a 
riotuous manner.’ “The... Earle... did iustefye to the... 
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THE RAID UPON WESTON 77 
Justice that he entered the house with force’ ‘and so would kepe 
it, in despytt of all the Justices in Oxfordshire, and that yf the 
worst in his Compauay should have his heade broken he protested 
with great othes he would hang them all like Traytors or he would 
be a Traytor to the Queen as long as he lyved.’ 

The Earl later tried to deny this latter statement, made by some 
of Crofts’s witnesses, declaring, ‘that he said to Mr Doyley that his 
Lordship would justify his entry, but did not [mean] by that he had 
entred with force and would iustefye the same’. He explained the 
fact that he and his men were found with their weapons ready, 
by the remark that, ‘seeing Mr Doyley coming to the . . . howse 
having with him many of the Lord Norres men, being weaponed 
with swords and bucklers, his Lordship for the defence of his per- 
son did hold in his hand a browne bill, the rather for that his 
Lordship did heare them threaten and gyve owt in speches that 
they would kepe the possession of the . . . howse to the Lord 
Norres use’. 

John Arden, the friend with whom Crofts had dined, testified 
that Cuthbert Reynolds, ‘a man skilfull in the law’, tried to 
‘justifie’ the Earl’s tenure of the house, ‘alleging that Mr Croftes 
tytle was determined by the death of my Ladye his wyfe’. Reynolds 
said that all he had declared was that possession by Crofts could 
‘not be reserved in that manner’, since this possession ‘had not 
contynued peaceablie the space of 3 whole yeeres then last past’. 
He added also that he had disapproved of the way in which the 
Earl had entered Weston, which Reynolds said was made clear by 
his alarm at the Earl’s ungovernable rage, and by his mistrust of 
the servants found in the house. 

Eldred, Lord Lincoln’s companion, said that, in spite of his 


arms and his impassioned speeches, ‘the Earle did most willinglie 


suffer ... the... Justice of peace to come into the ... howse and 
so many of his companie as the .. . Justice thought meet’. At any 
rate, ‘after communicacion had between the... Earle andthe... 
Justice of peace . . . James Croftes and the justice and the rest of 
the companie which came with them did quietlie depart from the 
. .. house, leaving the . . . Earle in possession’. 

A later declaration of the Earl shows that he fully understood 
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the importance of the message sent by Crofts to Lord Norreys. 
He held Lord Norreys directly responsible for the visit of 
Justice Doyley and his men, ‘for that the Lord Norryce, who 
before had conveyed the . . . house to his sonnes wyfie for her 
joynture, did notwithstanding against his owne graunt make 
pretence of tytell to the same, and. . . caused Mr Doyle, a Justyce 
of peace, with divers others of the . . . lord Norryce his men to 
come ... and offer to take possessyon of the . . . house under 
collor [color] of doing justice’, which the Earl ‘did withstand’. 

Because of this claim, Lord Lincoln ‘thought good to leave some 
of his servants’ at the mansion. To arrange this, he postponed his 
further journey to Scotland, and ‘stated’ at Weston ‘one whole 
day’, after which, ‘he did... depart quyetly . . . leaving three of 
his men in possession therof to his use, and toke the rest of his 
conipanie that attended on him awaie’. Coates and Blacknall wer 
two of those left behind by the Earl: Coates remained ‘aboute thre 
daies’, and Blacknall ‘six or seaven daies as he remembereth’. 
They were ‘all the . . . tyme beinge curtuouslie and peaceably 
entreated’ by Crofts, who ‘ofte resorted’ there, and by his ‘ser- 
vauntes who remained in the howse’. Crofts ‘caused certene of his 
stufie to be from there removed, and never shewed any discontent- 
ment towardes’ the Earl’s men ‘for being there untill aboute the 
seventh day of October’. 

Although the servants of Crofts behaved well towards those of 
the Earl, their kindness was not reciprocated, for Crofts alleged 
that, ‘The riotuous persons’ whom he found in the hall on the 
morning of September 30th, ‘after the Earle’s departure, which 
was the morrowe after, by all the rest of the tyme followinge untill 
the .. . Seaventh of October, did imprison and evill intreat your 
. .. subiectes servantes’. This was contradicted by Eldred and by 
Wentworth, who said afterwards that ‘the Earle did verie gentlie 
use the servantes of .. . James Croftes and the rest whom he left 
behind’, which probably means the family of Crofts, for Wentworth 
‘was present at the departure of the . . . Earle and remained at the 
towne of Weston a daie or two after, where he hard divers persons 
that weare in the . . . house confesse the same’. 

On the ‘Seaventh day of October’, according to the Bill of Com- 
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THE RAID UPON WESTON 79 
plainte brought by Crofts, ‘divers Justices of the Peace of that 
County’ (Blacknall added that Crofis was himself orie of them) 
‘repayringe thether uppon complaint to viewe the force, founde 
the Mannor therof such in their sight as they weare inforced to 
breake down the windowe of the . . . howse and enter with force 
uppon the swordes poynt, some of the riotuous persons confessinge 
that they weare comanunded by their Lord and Master, meaning 
the . . . Earle, to keep it by force, come whoo would, Justice or 
other’. 

Blacknall’s version of this return of the justices was, that they 
came to the house ‘with force and violence offered unto the same; 
pretending ... to take possession ... from his... Lordship’. This 
Blacknall ‘did at the firste withstand, untill he perceaved what they 
weere which weerr comed thither, and that they pretended to come 
by color of their office and authoritie’, and that they ‘did cutt 
down the windowes, and would needes enter; whereuppon he did 
yeeld the possession’. He ‘did not at the first withstanding of the 
entrie make any resistance with any Sworde or Raper, but onlie 
had a Staff in his hande, which he did not use to the hurte of anie 
which came thither, having an especiall care as well of his owne 
safetie as of his Lorde and Masters honor, whom he did in all the 
former accions perceave to be carefull that her Majesty’s peace 
sholde be kept, and no outrage or misdemeanor sholde be comitted 
contrarie to her hyghnes lawes’. 

The Earl declared that his servants were left ‘in verye peaceable 
manner, . . . but after his departure’ Crofts ‘by practyse as it 
should seme with the .. . Lord Norryce, procured .. . certaine of 
her Majesties justices for her peace ... to repaire to the . . . howse, 
who, cominge and using their aucthorytie for a color . . . for their 
unlawfull purpose, brake open the . . . howse and dispossessed’ 
the Earl ‘and his servantes’,?°3 
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PART FIVE 


DEALS WITH THE RESULTS OF THE EARL’S ACTION, HIS SUBSEQUENT 
EXPLOITS, AND HIS FURTHER INJUSTICES TOWARDS HIS NETGHBOURS 
AND HIS RELATIVES 


Tae Earl of Lincoln’s raid upon the mansion at Weston must have 
caused a stir at the Queen’s court, especially as her lieutenant for 
Oxfordshire, Lord Norreys, was indirectly involved. On October 
15th, 1589, the Privy Council took official notice of the matter ‘at 
the Starre Chamber’ by sending, ‘A letter to the Lord Norreys that 
whereas there is a possession taken in the absence of the Erie of 
Lyncolne, nowe employed in her Majesties services, of a certen 
howse and iand, parcell of the joynter of the lady his wief,. . . that 
the said Erle during the tyme of his service might be protected in 
his right, a matter usually affourded all men in that case, their 
Lordships have thought good nevertheless before they proceede 
any waye therein to be enformed from his Lordship or by his 
directyon in the taking of the . . . possession.’2°+ This letter, of 
which a copy was sent to the Earl, suggests that he had already 
complained to the Privy Council. 

Four days later the Council wrote from Richmond to ‘the Lord 
Chief Baron and Justice Wyndham, Justices of Assize within the 
county of Oxon . . . that whereas there is of late some controversy 
grown betwene our very good Lordes the Erle of Lyncolne and 
the Lorde Norreys about the taking of a possession of a howse 
called Weston, with certain land late in the occupacion of the Lady 
of Thame, deceased, . . . and although the case betwene them is 
properly to receve tryall at the Comon Lawe, yet least there might 
growe some inconvenience in the meane tyme by not settling the 
possessyon according to the lawes ... their Lordships have thought 
good to require them to call before them such persones as by the 
. .. Erle and Lord Norreis are appointed to deliver the matter 
unto them, together with their learned counsell on both sydes,’2°5 

In this controversy the documents which have been preserved 
were nearly all brought into the Star Chamber, for the litigants, 


{Ay 


& 
avin raat 
rMAUOR2KU2 21H .MOITOA ond sat 90 ersten HiT n 


i. f cal a 
2AUOHHOTEX 21H ee 2801T2U[M1 SHTTIA ‘ent A bbe 
(ITA ISH eur ath Se ere 


i 


i ian | 
olor Dad r 


syecl taum noseaW te noeiznam ods noqu bist Salooait Jobst ik " : 
161 inansueil vod eeylleiseqes fina e‘aseuQ) sd te the & bode a 
wdoirO aQ .bsyloval yiioodbni ew .egan0l brol .stideb ax 
tn” rosect: oul? to sober Isisifio - yor onnoD yis‘Leodt e821 airgz 7 
rari eyo bio] odes ronal A’ gnibase yd “edmadDone@say 9 
16 sin od3 to sonsede att mm oodet soieese20q a 2h Sraddy) escrow 
nat100 8 to ,2t0rvie2 2itesjaM xed of bozolqm sworn ,saloomy 
marta... toiw ead ybabods to ateevop odds Io tss1sq baal Rosner 
i botostorg 2d tedyicn sory tee eid Wo onryt ort, guia ole bing 
indt areo dod xi aor He bobuddiie ydiavee-sopeen = iadeteeil | 
NSSI0T yor s10ted aealrnivan hoo seedy: ovat mene tc 
i vd w aideirot emi ret hereydine sd. of sisted oyew. YaR f 
lo .tottel eid +". qeieesegeer s upd Douglas oddt_at werent 
vbuotie bed on taeda m@eaggue’ bh a ott 03 7092 2ew 7Q00 8 doitiw 
D yvint ont of bonislqanay 
5) brromdud ono o1Ww viioawoD oc3 zatel eyab 10d 
y oxiezé to 2907 ‘ta wusdbayW sates, bas nor 308 told 
: Stat to ebaverls anorsilw 3ent.. .. s0xO Fo isn 

I to sh ary zebra boog yxv 100 Saswied aOR 
4 in solezeazog 8 ne naita? ods nods. zysno obiol oth 
vhs. oc) to notoaguove sal wit ted bal gigszo riw ores W hotles 
vis’: seni acy mii? signortle bane... —bs esa ornadT3 


iiginn 33201 sliaia roy ,owe.l nowio) ot 38 Usgii2vans1 OF % 


scl STi 152 I68 VO d Siilt Yi Sobum acl ai S21 von omoe ) 
iauod) svad eqitabred sinds, . . 2owelsdto3 gribroses ng £22220 7 


HS ; 
a + 


sib yd 28 couoetey done enon owtod Na 07 ands otinpo or bi D0 00g 
TONE cegods xovilsb 03 bermioqye sxe cimnoM brot bas ah: : 

eothee dod no Usenuo> beeraal ter daiw rarlsogor <emmedite D3 is cy 
bovisestq nosd ova doidw eanemucob oni yerovormoo eis. 


roe ; 


torgisl odd 10 . axiema) 1) w12 sd ooni adguord yee 


i ng. i o 


OTR een, ooo renee 


eee 


A OM MERE 


IGT RI Oe ery gene ge Koma, 


i er ee ns oe eee ee 


lee hie ei i Tih alent Weta Ee 


magma ome 


REGS RR Se gem mri, Pa ee ee 


RESULTS OF THE EARL’S RAID 8r 
James Crofts and the Earl of Lincoln, accused one another of riot 
and unlawful assembly on Michaelmas night, 1589. The lawsuits 
cover a period of seven years, from the thirty-second to the thirty- 
ninth year of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, 1590 to 1597. 

In one of the earliest documents the Earl asserted that, when 
h¢ and his company reached Weston, they were ‘honester men than 
eyther’ James Crofts ‘or any such papist in England as he ys’.*°° 
This remark as to the religion of Crofts seems without foundation; 
he does not appear in the rolls containing the names of Roman 
Catholics then paying fines to the Government because of their 
faith.2°7 Like the Earl’s attack upon the house, the statement must 
have been more the result of ‘Splene than cause’.?§ 

When Lord Lincoln left Weston manor house on October Ist, 
1589, he probably learned that his journey into Scotland would 
not take place, for Anne of Denmark, who had been married to 
King James VI by proxy on August 20th, was storm-bound in 
Norway. Growing impatient, the royal bridegroom sailed from 
Leith on October 22nd, and was wedded to the Danish princess 
in Oslo.*°° To Lord Burghley the Earl wrote on October 23rd that 
he was Keeping the letters to the King of Scots until the receipt of 
further instructions, for he had heard that the princess would not 
arrive until the spring. He had returned home and was unwell.?!° 

By January 1590 the Earl and Crofts had begun their Star 
Chamber litigation, and the Queen may well have become sus- 
picious of the Earl’s temper: on May 7th of that year Sir Thomas 
Heneage wrote to Lord Burghley that, hearing from the Scottish 
king, the Queen had decided to ‘send my Lord of Worcester in the 
stead of my Lord of Lyncolne’.?" By this time also, Lord Lincoln 
seems to have been launched upon a series of lifelong differences 
with his nephew, Sir Edward Dymoke, and other members of his 
family.2!?_ In 1590 Sir Edward appeared more pacific than the 
Earl and wished to be friends with him; but Lord Lincoln set 
forth for the Queen ‘reasons for which’ he desired ‘humbly to 
speake with her maiestie afore he accept of any reconcilyation or 
submyssion offeryd by Sir Edward Dymmock in satysfaction of the 
wronges doon to the Erle’. The first of the three reasons clearly 

showed the Earl’s increasing belief that he was the victim of 
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82 RESULTS OF THE EARL’S RAID 


persecution. ‘I can not dyscharge my dewty to her hyghnes havyng 
hertofore enformed her maiestie by lettres delyvered by the lo[rd] 
burghfley] that the complayntes exhybyted to her Maiestie agaynst 
me were plotted and raysed (only to dysgrace me and putt me out 
of her gratious favor;) by Sir Edward Dymock mr Armyn [all 
connexions of the Earl in Lincolnshire] and their faction: whos 
malice agaynst me beganne for my dutyfull servyce to her in a 
matter: which by their packyng and plottyng together is not 
only a great and exceedyng losse and hyndrans to her maiesties 
treasure [exchequer] but also a great wrong and oppression to her 
subiects.’?!3 

The Earl’s desire to have and to hold land without regard for the 
tenants is found in a letter sent him from the Court at Greenwich, 
May 2nd, 1591, by the Privy Council. ‘Humble suite hath bin 
made unto us by .. . Richard White, a vearie olde man and a daily 
servant to our vearie good Lord your father . . . that whereas in 
consideracion of his faithful service he had graunted unto him by 
the .. . Earle your father a lease for fiftie yeares of certaine landes 
and tenementes, and also the using and office of a baylywicke 
during... life... we would write . .. unto your Lordship for 
your lawfull favoure to be extended towardes the suppliant in 
restoring unto him his ...Jandes and bailiwickes . . . which (as 
we are informed) your Lordship hath taken from him. Forasmuche 
as the poore suppliant is not able to stand in lawe againste your 
Lordship, and that the cause seemeth unto us to bee vearie just 
and reasonable, the poore man also being vearie willing to submit 
him self to such order ‘as your Lordship shall reasonablie be 
induced to set downe in this behalfe, we have therfore thought 
good to praye your Lordship to commiserate the poore man’s 
estate and to regard with pity both his olde yeares, his long service, 
his wife and children, and how much it would touch your Lordship 
in honor and otherwise, yf throughe your Lordship’s hard dealing 
they should perish or have cause to exclaime, which wee doubt not 
but your Lordship through your considerate and charitable regard 
in the premisses will easilie prevent without further meanes made 
unto you.’!4 

The Earl’s callous disregard of the rights of squire and servitor 
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RESULTS OF THE EARL’S RAID $3 
was to bring him more than letters of admonishment from the 
Privy Council. James Crofts had begun proceedings against him 
in the Star Chamber as early as January 1590, and, from two letters, 
now in the British Museum, written by the Earl to the Lord 
Treasurer, Burghley, it is possible to ascertain the triumph of 
this cause: the Earl was imprisoned in the Fleet and forced to pay 
a fine. For these misfortunes he blamed not only Lord Norreys 
but the Countess of Bedford: evidently her servant, Christopher 
Bacon, whom she had instructed to ride to Weston with the Earl 
and to bring her word of the happenings there, had made an 
unfavourable report. The first letter is endorsed, ‘Henry Clinton 
The Erle of Lyncoln out of the flete, to the Lord High Treasurer, 
Being answered by the Lords upon the false accusation of some, 
desires his Lordship’s favour’, and is addressed, “To the right 
honorable and my very good lord Burleigh lord high treasurer of 
England’.. It reads: 

‘So I woold omytt no tyme wheryn I may hold my self thank- 
full to your lordship for your honorable and favorable proceeding 
agaynst me; so woold I not by sylenc misuse my self and my reputa- 
tion (which I cheyfly observe in thys world) by sufleryng the cause 
of thys my great dysgrace, shame, ymprysonment, and fyne, not 
to be unfolded: and the perjury of thes bad fellows who falsely have 
betrayed me by the procurement of Crofts, and the countenans 
of the lord Norys, to be thus karyed under a clowd, I therefore 
most humbly desyre your lordships favor and the rest of the 
honorable personages, that as they have lawfully and justly censured 
me, accordyng to the wytnesses procured; so I may have their 
favors to trye out the authors of thys most vyle and suttle practyse, 
by which both the nobilyty and best sort of her maiesties subiects 
are still in danger of their honors, lyves, and lyvyngs, yf they be 
not provided for. I assure your lordship of my honor, and I take 
the lyvyng god to wytnesse, that I know my self cleane in conscyens 
of the most materyall thing, which they prove agaynst me, 
and woold thynk my self happy, yea, and thryce happy, to dye 
sooner with honor, rather than to suffer thys scarre, or blot of 
dysgrace, layd upon me by malyce and false wytnesses. I have 
lyved and past my yonge and rash tyme of youth, without any 
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restraint of liberty or punyshment by fyne or otherwise: and now 
am. drawn into thys by devyce of my enemys, by the treachery and 
perjury of ij preferred by the countesse of Bedford*!s [Mr Ren- 
oldes and Mr Bacon were ij of the servants of the Countesse of 
Beddford’ with the Earl at Weston]*'® and some others of Mr 
Crofts men, compackt together upon a dyspleasure then concavyd, 
of whom a better opynion is conceavyd by information of freends 
than they deserve. 

‘I flye only to your lordship for case in my wrongs, for your 
favor in iustyce, havyng now few freends and many enemys, no 
staffe to leane to save my guyltless conscyens: whom as ye shall 
bynd in love and dyewty to you, so shall ye ever fynd my actions 
honest and my self thankfull: and so most humbly comend my 
self to your lordship, for that I am sykly, to consyder of the qualyte 
[quality] of my offens (yf the depositions were trew) how I beyng 
then hastenyd by sundry letters from your lordship, Mr Secretary, 
Sir Tho. Heneage, to sett forward with speed in her majesties 
servyce, and, beyng arrived Jate and weary to my own house with 
promes of good voyage, thynkyng the principall men in the house 
to be my servants (by Mr Crofts letters who preferryd them to me 
apperyth) knowyng not whyther to goo in a strang cuntry, being 
thus conyngly [cunningly] betrayd, myght in some sort forgett my 
self, or at the least not be so provydent in avoydynge the cause and 
extremyte of law, which usually is with favor afforded to those that 
serve her maiestie in that plane, and upon such cawse: and so leave 
your lordship to the protection of the Almyghty. Ye 15 Jun: 1592. 

from my unsavory and dysquyet lodgyng in the fleete, this 15th 
of June 1592 

Your lordships assuredly at commandment 
H. Lyncoln’,?!7 

The second letter, again addressed to Burghley, was written after 
the Earl’s return to Lincoln House, Cannon Row, Westminster. 

‘I most humbly pray your lordship to contynew your favor to 
me, that by your meanes I may be measured in my fyne accordyng 
to the qualite of my offens; that my enemys may not tryumph (as 
they doo) that they have in all thyngs their will, and wrought me 
so great a dysgrace by the deposytions of so base people; which, 
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RESULTS OF THE EARL’S RAID 85 
yf with favor I may be admitted to dysprove, I will endure what 
punyshment your good lordship shall thynk fytt, yf I prove them 
not most falsely forsworn. Consyder my good lord that I beyng then 
desyrous to perform my dyuty to her majesty, and not to forslacke 
any tyme, beyng hastenyd by dyvers letters to depart the next day, 
dyd with lesse advyce and premeditation provyde for the treachery 
prepared to intrappe me. Yf it please the thresorer accordyng to 
your honorable begynnyg to mesure me with somme equalite in 
justice heryn, I shall depart fro hens and devote my self to a pryvat 
lyte, where I will have fewe or no dealings in any matter, and yet 
be redy by all the poor means that I can devyse, to show my self 
most thankfull and beholdyng to you for your many and great 
favors, without the which I should have no comfort in any matter 
I undertake, be it notwithstanding so just or honorable; the con- 
tynuance wherof I humbly pray, and so leave to troble your 
lordship any further, and once again thank your lordship for your 
hast and care to delyver me out of that fylthy and unholsom 
lodgyng. And so desyre the living god long to preserve and defend 
you. Chanon Row thys 28th of June 1592. 
Your lordships at commandment during lyfe 
H, Lyncolne.’2!8 
These two letters are further proof of the ease with which the 
Earl became convinced that he was being persecuted. He is still 
harping upon the perjury of the witnesses of Crofts, although in 
1591 he had already brought a suit, which had presumably gone 
against him, alleging that, ‘James Croftes esquire and divers other 
his servauntes, followers, and adherentes’, in the evidence which 
they had given before a commission consisting of ‘Sir Henry Lee 
and Sir Henry Umpton knightes, Richard Fynes esquire and ~ 
Thomas Danvers gent . . . did unlawfullie solicite, move, entreat, 
perswade, and procuer’ some of the witnesses “beinge such indeede 
as he thought he might without denyall or resistance perswade, or 
rather comand, to depose anye thinge he would direct or sett 
downe, and were men of bad and lowe disposicion and conversacon 
[conversation] false and corruptlie to sweare... which... by the 
wicked solicitacon of . . . James Croftes, not having the feare of 
god before there eyes, and beinge sworne uppon there corporall 
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othes uppon the hollie [holy] Evangelist ... did... falselie and 
corrupthe ... sweare and depose’. it is worth noting that two of 
those who gave evidence before the commission, John Broughton, 
gentleman, and William Fulforde, were described as ‘of Rycoott’. 
Fulford is undoubtedly the ‘Pulford’ mentioned earlier as an agent 
of Lord Norreys.?!9 

By November the Earl was again writing to Burghley of dif- 
ficulties with the law, some of them perhaps arising out of the 
Weston controversy. The comment on the winter climate of 
England is in the accustomed tradition. 

‘My very good lord: I fynd my self so much wrongd by the false 
and uniust exclamations of ye late Sheryff, and so oppressid by the 
hard course taken agaynst me by the lord cheyf baron controwy 
[contrary] both to law and conscyens (whos dealynge J am sure 
youre lordship upon ye hearyng wyll wonderfully myslyke) that 
I am forced to toyle out my syckly carckes [carcase] at thys tyme 
of the yere to be an humble sutor to youre lordship eather to 
voutsafe to heare my causes youre self (by which meanes I shold 
manyfest the great abuses to hym whom above all I desyre to 
satysfy) or els that I may be referryd to ye comon laws of thys 
realme, and not be enforced to abyde ye censure of ye lord cheyf 
baron, who hath not only beene contentyd to make dyvers bonds 
and legacys which are neyther dew by law nor conscyens, to be 
turnd over for dett to her maiesty (where no such dets are dew) 
but also to make hym self a party in them, and to proceede 
accordyng to hys shameles wytt and covetous affections. Heryn 
I most humbly desyre to know youre best pleasure, for that the 
terme is almost at an end, and I shall thynk my self heryn much 
bound to youre good lordship; and so beyng forced to ryde mys 
self to london thys day to fetch my acquytance and other matters 
of dyscharge, am bold, tyll my returne, to forbeare cumyng to 
youre lordship, to whom cheyfly I have made this iorney, and 
acknowledg my duty. Ware, thys xxvth of Nov. 1592. 

Youre lordships duryng lyfe to commaund 
i. syecuut. 

On December 4th he was one of five noblemen, justices of the 

peace for Lincolnshire, to be sent a severe reprimand from the 
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THE EARL’S FURTHER INJUSTICES 87 
Privy Council: ‘in the behalf of the poore prisonners in the aay 
of Lyncolne’, many of whom ‘by lacke of care . . . in the collection 
of the commen releefe ... have... sterved [died] throughe hunger, 
and such as are in the same gaole at this presente . . . in case to 
perishe in like sorte, and that albeit good order hathe hertofore 
ben taken by the Justices of Assise for redresse herein, no reguard 
therof at all is had, a matter verie lamentable if the informacion be 
trewe. We therefore, pitying the miserie of the poore men and 
sorrie to understand of so little charitie among those that ought 
chiefely to have the care therof, have thought good to recomend 
unto your Lordships espetiallie the speedie reformacion of this so 
uncharitable a negligence.’2?! 

By the following year the Council had bebe to understand 
something of the Earl’s character, and he was, on the r2th of May, 
‘dealt roundly withall by the Lords upon complaintes made against 
him of wronges offered’, and, on June 18th, 1504, they wrote to 
‘the Lord Keeper to put the Erle of Lincolne out of the Com- 
mission of the Peace in regard of the complaintes of diverse poore 
men that have bin hardly used by him’.2?? 

On December 24th, 1595, Sir Edward Dymoke, in a letter to 
Sir Robert Cecil, referred to the Earl’s hatred of the Dymoke 
family. ‘The Earl of Lincoln hearing that if he went into the 
country I intended also to go, has altered his purpose; I being loth 
to hazard displeasure by presuming further than I may, will stay 
until I hear from your Honour, yet I beseech leave to go to settle 
my causes there, and bring up the remnant of my poor family, 
being forced by his Lordship’s unkind molestation to break up my 
house and disperse my servants.’223 

Five months later, on May 19th, 1596, the Council sent the 
Earl ‘a peticion that hathe beene presented .. . by one John Hoskin, 
a mynister and preacher at Folkingham in the countie of Lincolne, 
whereby he maketh complaint of verie manye great wronges . 
doone unto him by your Lordship.’2?4 

It is extraordinary that, knowing the Earl’s uncertain temper, 
the Queen should have chosen him during this same spring to be 
her ambassador to Philip the Magnanimous, Landgrave of Hesse, 
for the christening of his son, George.*?5 The Earl travelled in 
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88 THE EARL’S FURTHER INJUSTICES 
State, for there was, on July 5th, ‘A warraunt to Sir George Carey, 
knight, Lieutenante of the Ordynaunce. . . . Whereas there ys 
certaine plate and other carryage of her Majesty’s to be sent to the 
porte of Yarmouthe and thence to be transported with our very 
good Lord the Erle of Lyncoine into Germany.’ Sir George was 
required to deliver to Mr. Brackenbury, the gentleman who had 
been put in charge of the plate, ‘a cart with all manner of furnyture 
necessary thereunto for conveyaunce of the said stuff, and also to 
furnish him out of her Majesty’s Store of six muskettes and theire 
furniture to serve as there maie be occacion for the defence of those 
that shall attende the said carryage, beinge of importance’. The 
Earl ‘and his retynue’ are also to be ‘furnished of convenient post- 
horses and guides to the said towne ef Yarmouth at prices accus- 
tomed in her Majesty’s service’, and ‘whereas his Lordship doth 
send before certen of his servantes with his furniture and carriadges 
to the said towne ... to see them furnished of cartes with horses 
and teemes to draw the same, and of posthorses and guides from 
place to place to the . . . porte’.??° 

On July roth Anthony Bacon, the elder brother of the famous 
Francis, wrote that ‘the earl of Lincoln departed ... to Yarmouth 
to embark from thence to Flushing, on his way to the landgrave of 
Hesse, accompanied with old mr Brakenbury to direct him for 
ceremonies and compliment, mr Wroth to advise and counsel him 
in matter of negotiation, besides two young gentlemen’.?27 

At this time the Earl may have been especially glad to leave 
England, because, in the Trinity term of that year, Sir John 
Norreys, Lord Norreys’s eminent soldier son, then Lord General 
of the Queen’s forces in Ireland, had brought a suit for slander 
against Lord Lincoln. The alleged slander had been uttered on 
July 5th, 1592, at Whately [Wheatley], Oxfordshire, soon after the 
Earl’s release from the Fleet prison, when his feelings against Lord 
Norreys were of the bitterest. The Earl must have thought an 
attack upon Sir John’s reputation the easiest way to wound his 
father. The son who is referred to in the slander as having been 
slain already in France was the youngest of the six sons of Lord 
Norreys, Maximilian: 

Yf he were slayne yt was the iust iudgment of God oppon hym; 
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THE EARL’S FURTHER INJUSTICES 89 
for blood asketh blood, considering how many englishe mens 
throates he had cutt beyond the seas, leadinge them into desperate 
accons [actions] where he suffered them to be slayne, but would ever 
be sure to keepe himselte farr enough out of daunger; and he was 
verye willinge yt should be soe, for that being their Captayne he 
should have all their dead paye to his owne use to mayntayne him 
selfe wythall, havinge noe other meanes to lyve oppn. Tell my 
lorde Norreys. ... That the plague of God did hange over his head 
for dealinge in soe many bad accons and that all the Countrey did 
complayne of him. As he... was the firste lorde Norreys of that 
name, soe]... hope he shall be the laste, for one of his sonnes was 
dead in fraunce alredye, and I doubte not as oldeas I... Am to see 
the dissolucon of him and ail the rest of his sonnes.’ 

The slander may have gained added virulence from the fact that 
Sir John was a creditor of the Earl, who, on October Ist, 1592, had 
given him at Tattersal [Tattershall, Lincolnshire], the Earl’s seat, 
a horse worth twenty marks, in satisfaction of all debts. The libel 
suit was tried before Judge Popham, but, there is no record of the 
verdict.*7§ 

In October the Earl of Lincoln was back from Germany with 
a reputation abroad akin to that which he was rapidly acquiring at 
home---if Anthony Bacon is to be credited, who wrote on October 
16th: ‘the erle of Lincoln was return’d from the landgrave of Hesse, 
no less charg’d with most princely honours and liberalities than 
he had left behind dishonours, clamours, and curses for his base 
miserliness and insupportable fancies or rather furies.’??9 

The Earl’s covetousness in regard to land did not spare even 
his own servants and companions. In the following month Roger 
Fullshaw, who had been the Earl’s page at the time of the forcible 
entry into Weston manor house, brought a suit against him and 
Edward Heren, Sergeant-at-Law, concerning the manor of Bin- 
brooke, which had been left to Fullshaw by his father, William, 
who had died in May. Roger alleged that the Earl and Heren had 
kept the deeds of the manor and had set up a claim to it. The Earl 
declared that William Fullshaw, who had apparently been Lord 
Lincoln’s bailiff, gave up the manor as part satisfaction for a debt 
that he had been unable to pay. This Roger denied.*3° Lodge, the 
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go THE EARL’S FURTHER INJUSTICES 
biographer and king of arms, spoke of having in his possession ‘an 
original petition from Roger Fullshaw, of Waddingworth ... gent., 
... to the Lords of the Council, stating the most horrible outrages 
committed against him by the Earl, and praying for protection.’23! 

On the last day of June 1597 the Privy Council wrote to the 
Earl with every sign of exasperation: ‘The two peticions that wee 
send your Lordship heereinclosed have bin exhibited unto us of 
late by two poor suitours, Bellew and Pasley, which because wee 
fynd to appertaine unto your Lordship wee can do no lesse than 
send them unto you, and pray your Lordship to have such con- 
sideracion of the peticioners as to honor and good conscience 
appertayneth. Your Lordship cannot do better then to prevent 
these kynd of peticions by good and conscionable satisfaccion 
where you know it to be due, which wee do rather signifie unto 
your Lordship both for our good will unto your self and because 
we would be gladd not to be trobled with them so often as wee 
are, 2°* 

By the 17th of August they addressed him again, and this time 
they did not say they would be ‘gladd’, but they ‘required’. They 
declared: ‘The inclosed peticion hathe bene exhibited unto us 
contaynynge a very grevious complaint against your Lordship. 
In regard to the great importunytie of the wyfe of the supplyaunt, 
that hath followed this cause with pittyfull moane, and the grevious 
matter of the complaint wee cann doe no lesse then require your 
Lordship, beinge as you are a noble man, to regard your honour 
and callinge and to forbeare to give these occacions of complaint 
against you, whereof even of late wee have receaved divers.’?33 

A letter written on August 27th from Tattershall, by the Earl 
to Sir Robert Cecil, Secretary of State since 1596, referred to this 
petition, and showed Lord Lincoln’s increasing sense of persecu- 
tion and his abiding enmities. ‘I have received letters from the 
Lords, with.a petition therein enclosed, exhibited by one Cory 
Clarke against me. Not long before my coming into the country, 
and since, others were exhibited also from one William Cawde, 
William Gulson, Elizabeth Paseley, Silvester Bellowe, and Hoskyns. 
I fear that all or most of these persons are set on by others, my 
ancient adversaries, which have many years used this practice to 
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THE EARL’S FURTHER INJUSTICES gI 
defame me, and JI will never make means to have these, their false 
slanders, come to trial... . J will except against none that shall be 
appointed to examine these causes, save only Dymocke and his 
cousins, Armyn and Ascoughe, and their kinsfolk and allies, of 
whose malice I know you are not ignorant.’?5+¢ : 
The Earl’s miserliness had now grown to a point where he 
refused to provide fittingly for Thomas, his son by his first wife, 
and his daughter-in-law, who was the child of Sir Henry Knyvett. 
Queen Elizabeth interceded for the young people through the 
Council, who wrote: ‘The Queen, having heard of the recovery of 
your daughter-in-law the Lady Clynton, commands us that seeing 
God Almighty is so gracious as by this restitution to give you hope 
of comfort in your son and heir, so should it be a provocation of 
His displeasure if by a second cause any impediment should arise 
which might work a new alteration. Consider then what it is for 
young folks to want, and how far in honour you are bound to do 
what her father expected, though out of trust he dealt more loosely 
than he needed. Consider what a portion he parted with and 
besides all these matters the Queen’s earnest request, . . . first, that 
you will appoint some convenient house where the young lord and 
lady may live with their children; secondly, that in regard the lands 
allotted them have never answered the value of that which was 
thought little enough to maintain them when Sir Henry Knyvett 
parted with so fair a portion, that you will either appoint such lands 
as you will warrant to be of that value, or take back those allotted 
and assure him and her with some little house so much rent in 
certainty. The Queen means not to dispute upon point of law or 
bonds; for she knows in such a case as this where it concerns a 
gentlewoman descended of a father of noble blood, and where she 
interposeth herself as well for regard of the young Lord as for his 
wife, that you will regard the obligations of honour and compassion. 
And we do assure you that it would be very acceptable to the Queen 
to find that you yielded so nobly and kindly to so princely and 
gracious a motion. From the Court the of August 1597.7*35 
The last document in the Weston controversy had been dated 
in the thirty-ninth year of the Queen’s reign, 1597. By June 1zth, 
1598, the Earl was in difficulties with Robert Blower, who, it will 
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92 THE EARL’S FURTHER INJUSTICES 
be remembered, was his guide to Weston in 1589, had also pre- 
pared to offer the hospitality of his house, and had been helpful in 
various other ways. It is not surprising to find the Council addres- 
sing the Earl with increasing firmness when they wrote in Blower’s 
behalf: “Wee are very sorry to finde your Lordship’s name so 
often brought unto us by poore men’s peticions and complaintes ... 
and if our perswasion maie prevaile with your Lordship wee doe 
earnestly desire you to have somme regard to satisfy such com- 
plaintes as have bin made and to prevente the occasion of any more 
. . . now lately there hath bin a complainte presented unto us by 
one Robert Blower, her Majesty’s Ordinary Messenger of the 
Duchie of Lancaster, concerning a certaine howse and lande eat 
Weston im the county of Oxford, wherof (as he informeth us) 
contrary to all lawe and conscience certaine disordered persons by 
your Lordship’s appointment have dispossessed him .. . if he shall 
not receave remedy at your Lordship’s handes it must be our 
parte to take somme order for his reliefe and for the recovery of 
his possession. . . .’236 

These words are very like those which had been used by Crofts 
in his Bill of Complaint: adversaries had now become victims of 
similar treatment. 

The patience of the Privy Council with the Earl was typical of 
the long-suftering English—malice might add, particularly so when 
the evil-doer was likewise a lord. The Earl kept himself from 
rebuke by the Council until March 2nd, 1600, when they wrote 
him upon complaint of one ‘Robert Rither’. They had learned to 
know the Earl well enough to add in a postscript, ‘untill we shall 
receave your Lordship’s answere, wee praie you and hope that you 
will forbeare to cause any processe to be executed upon the © 
peticioner’.?57 

By the summer of the same year the Earl’s long-standing quarrel 
with Sir Edward Dymoke ‘and his cousins, Armyn and Ayscoughe’, 
brought the nobleman into further difficulty and disgrace. His 
behaviour showed contempt not only for his opponent but for the 
law. ‘The story is best told from the Acts of the Privy Council, who, 
on June 29th, issued to “Thomas Davenporte, one of her Majesty’s 
Sergeantes-at-Armes’, a warrant ‘Signed by all the Lords that sate 
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THE EARL’S FURTHER INJUSTICES 93 


and by the Lord Northe’, which reads, ‘Whereas sentence hath bin 
given in the Courte of Starre Chamber on the behalfe of Henry 
Ascoughe, esquire, against the Earle of Lincolne that the .. . Earle 
should paye the summe of 7591li. 18s. unto the... complaynant and 
since that tyme order hath bin sett downe likewise by us at the 
Counsaile Table for perfourmance of the . .. sentence of the Starre 
Chamber and for payement of the money by the .. . Earle, or in 
case he fayled thereof that he should yealde himselfe prisoner in 
the prison of the Fieete, and thereuppon direccion was given by us 
accordinglie to the Warden of the Fleete to repaire unto the... 
Earle and to require him to yeald himselfe prisoner into the... 
Warden’s custodie, all which notwithstanding the .. . Earle hath 
contemptuouslie refused. . . . These shalbe therefore to will and 
require you to make your speedy and undelayed repaire unto the 
dwelling howse of the . . . Earle of Lincolne, or to any other place 
where you shall understande he maketh his aboade, and in her 
Majesty’s name straightlie to charge him . . . to yealde himselfe 
prisoner in the prison of the Fleete and to go thither in your com- 
panye, as he will answer to the contrarie for his contempt at his 
uttermost perill.’? ‘And if he shail persist to withdrawe and hide 
himself or to keepe the dores of his houses shutt against you, you 
shall then . . . require the ayde of any of her Majesty’s publique 
officers to enter forcibly into his... howse ... and to take his 
person and convey him under safe custody to the prison of the 
Fleete.’238 

A letter from Sir Arthur Gorges, the Earl’s son-in-law, one of 
those Elizabethan gentlemen distinguished not only for their adven- 
turous spirit—he had commanded the Wast Spite on the Islands 
Voyage, in 1597, when Raleigh was vice-admiral under the Earl of 
Essex—but for their literary abilities, gives additional information 
about the Earl at this juncture. The letter was addressed to the 
Lord High Admiral, the Lord Chamberlain, end to Sir Robert 
Cecil.?59 , 

‘Give me leave to excuse myself of an imputation which the 
Earl of Lincoln, as I understand, most wrongfully would tax me 
withal, thereby to qualify his own faults. He pretends that I 
advised him in the course which he took of clearing himself to the 
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Council Board concerning Askewe’s cause, and was parteker with 
him in setting down his allegation. I will make manifest proof by 
witnesses that he slanders me. I was never acquainted with those 
proceedings, but only by his own report. In the beginning of his 
doubt to be arrested by a serjeant at arms, he consulted with his 
daughter and me, and I advised him to address himself to the 
Council, with submission to seek favour, and not to hide himseif 
away, as he told me he would do: whereat he grew in extreme rage 
against me, and said to his daughter that I counselled him to cut 
his own throat: but he knew a better way, which was to conceal 
himself till Michaelmas, and then he hoped that a Parliament would 
come to free him in despite of all his enemies. Thereupon he hid 
himself for a time. Afterwards, when he saw no remedy, he im- 
portuned me to be his messenger to the Council table, whereat, 
because 1 made some scruple, he fell out with me, threatening 
never to regard such a son-in-law; and withal urged my wife to 
entreat me thereunto; which both for her sake, and to avoid his 
malice, I undertook. But first, before two of his servants, I desired 
to know the truth of his allegations, which he sware to be most 
clear, and all of record, causing his sollicitor to show copies to me; 
whereupon I advised him not to begin his petition so peremptorily, 
but to use a reverent style; whereupon he made his men write his 
petition anew, the which J] have and still keep safe, but caused 
another to be fair written, which I gave to the Council. This is the 
truth of my dealing in the matter, wherein I appeal to your honor- 
able censures, seeing he so ungratefully perverts my honest care 
towards him.’?4° 

The account of the Earl’s arrest by Davenport, Sergeant-at- 
Arms, continues in the Privy Council records with a warrant of 
July 15th, ‘dyrected to the Warden of the Fleete. Whereas by 
reason .. . the Earle of Lincolne tooke to disobey an order of the 
Starr Chamber and such other warrantes . . . from this Boord it 
was thought meete that a Serjeant-at-Armes should be sent for 
him, who attending divers dayes and going up and downe could 
not be admytted to speake with the... Earle untill a warraunt was 
graunted to enter his Lordship’s house, and the Serjeant-at-Armes 
hath sythence complayned ... that the . . . Earle doth refuse to 
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THE EARL’S FURTHER INJUSTICES 95 
pay him his fees. Forasmuch as he was employed to attach his 
Lordship by reason of his many contemptes and withdrawing of 
himselfe, you are to lett him understand that he is to pay... 
Thomas Davenporte, the fees due and belonging to one of his 
place by a nobleman of that degree his Lordship is.’ 

A list of the legal fees for the arrest of members of the peerage 
was evidently kept by the College of Arms, as may be gathered 
from, ‘A letter to the Earle of Lincolne’ sent from Queen Eliza- 
beth’s palace, ‘Nonesuche’, on the 17th of August, after the Council 
had understood that his lordship was ‘contented to pay Thomas 
Davenporte, esquier, Serjeant-at-Armes, that did arrest’ the Earl. 
“Wee are informed by Mr Garter King of the Heraultes that for 
the arrest of the person of an Earle the fee is v li, and wee are also 
informed that for the arrest of a Baron the fee is five markes and 
foure nobles the day for attendance, and when he doth ride four 
markes, and therefore wee thincke your Lordship cann allowe no 
lesse unto the Serjeant-at-Armes then the fee of a Baron, being 
five markes for the arrest of your person and foure nobles the day 
for his attendance the space of xiijen daies, besides two daies’ 
ryding which is foure markes the day.’ 

The Earl’s willingness to pay seems to have been more in the 
minds of the Council than in his own, for, on August 24th, they 
ordered that, as he had not yet paid Davenport, ‘the . . . Earle 
shall not be delivered hereafter out of the Fleete untill he shall 
satisfie and paie’. 

On the 14th of September the Ear! still had not paid, but, on the 
17th, the Council sent ‘A warrant to John Phillips, esquire, Warden 
of the Fleete, requiring him to sett at libertie the Earle of Lincolne 
... uppon bonde taken of his Lordship to her Majesty’s use in the 
summe of one thousand pounds to yealde himselfe prisoner into 
the Fleete againe at or before the 15 daye of October next’, a date 
later changed to the 25th. 

Upon the last day of the month the Council, at the behest of the 
Queen, again wrote to the Earl, this time in behalf of a ‘poore 
gentleman’ ‘one Rober Saior’? who was owed money for land. The 
Council concluded, ‘Wee are sorrie still to have often occasions of 
writing in this manner to your Lordship by reason of complaintes, 
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96 THE EARL’S FURTHER INJUSTICES 
but wee hope your Lordship will have more regard to it for your 
owne honour.’?4! 

It could not be expected that a man who had shown unnatural 
severity to his son would behave with much consideration towards 
his wife, especially when, before her marriage to him, she had 
borne the hated name of Norreys. On May 14th, 1600, Francis 
Norreys, the Countess’s son by her first husband, had written from 
Woborne, Berkshire, to Sir Robert Cecil on behalf of Lady Lincoln: 
‘I understand by my Lord Gray that upon his report unto you of 
the extreme wrongs done unto my mother by her husband the Earl 
of Lincoln, you were pleased to offer to right her, either by gracing 
her petition to the Queen, or to expostulate the matter with himself, 
which is the course she desires might be taken, for she exceedingly 
fears to exasperate the rancour of his malice towards her, because 
she has resolved, how vilely soever he use her, to live with him for 
ever, in respect of the tenderness she bears to the children she has 
by him [One of these is given in a document of 1612 as ‘Sir Henry 
Fines knighte’] whom he threatens to abandon if she make any 
means to depart his house, which to prevent, he keeps her now 
docked up like a prisoner, without suffering her either to write or 
hear from any of her friends, having appointed to guard her an 
Italian, a man that hath done divers murders in Italy and in the 
Low Countries, for which he fled into England, from whom, I 
protest, she has just cause hourly to fear the cutting of her throat. 
Thus bold to importune your trouble, it being a matter whereby 
you shall bind unto you the humble affection and prayers of a 
poor distressed woman.’?+? 

A few months earlier the Earl of Lincoln had bought Sir Robert 
Cecil’s house in Chelsea, which accounts for the reference in a 
letter written on May 30th by Lady Bridget, widow of Sir Thomas, 
fifth son of Lord Norreys, to her uncle, Sir Robert Cecil: ‘I give 
you many thanks for your favours shewed lately to my Lady 
Lincoln, by whose good means I did well hope that ‘she should 
have been released of her long bondage, and that Mr. Norreys 
might have obtained leave of him [the Earl of Lincoln] to see his 
mother, which he cannot. Wherefore my earnest suit to you is that 
you would once again entreat this unkind lord that he would, in 
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THE EARL’S FURTHER INJUSTICES 97 
regard of her health and the necessity she hath to take physic, give 
her leave to come and lie at Chelsey for a time, for where she is no 
pysician may come to her. 

*‘(P.S.] My Lady Bedford [the Countess of Lincoln’s mother] 
desires to be remembered in all kindness to you, so do I and Mr 
Norreys likewise.’243 

The unfortunate Lady Lincoln was to have eleven years more in 
this world. She died in 1611, and the following year the Earl of 
Lincoln brought suit against Francis Norreys (who by this time had 
succeeded his grandfather as the second Lord Norreys), alleging that 
the unhappy lady had used her second husband’s property to help 
her son by her first husband. Some of the questions asked the wit- 
nesses in this suit,and their answers, reveal the countess’s difficulties. 

‘2. ... [did the Countess of Lincoln] have any power comande 
or authoritie to dispose of anie somes of money, plate Jewells or 
other goodes of value or of any the rentes or Revenues of the... 
complaynaunde [the Earl] during the tyme of her intermarriage’ 
for her own use. 

*3, Was she oftentymes .. . in wante or necessitie and Driven 
to make use of her owne freindes for the supplie of her wantes and 
necessities, and whether did the . . . Complaynaunte give and 
allowe unto the . . . Late countesse such allowance and livelyhood 
and such comande and authoritie over his house and estate as did 
beseeme the state and callinge of an Earle’s wife.’ 

To these questions, ‘William Hatt of Buckhall in the parishe of 
Broadfeild in the county of Berkshire yeoman aged §0 yeares’, who 
had known the countess ‘for . . . 20 yeers and above before hir 
death’, answered that ‘he being once at a howse or castell of the 
Earle of Lincolne in Lincolneshire with the late Countesse did 
perceive That the Bayliffes, Officers, or Servauntes of the... 
Earle had more Comaund in and over the howse and Goodes of 
the . . . Earle then the . . . Countesse had, And did take hir up 
shorte as though she had bin but a meane and single woman. And 
therefore this deponent believeth that the . . . Countesse was Kept 
short enough in other thinges also.’ 

‘William Smith of Overington in the parishe of Yatendowne’ in 
the same county, a yeoman of thirty-two, declared that, ‘the... 
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late Countesse during hir ... marriage... was oftentymes in want 
and necessitye and thereby driven to make use of hir owne freinds 
for the Supplying of hir ... wantes. And the .. . Countesse hath 
hir self reported so much... . the Complainant . . . did not give 
unto his . . . Countesse such allowance and livelihoode, or. such 
Comaund, or Aucthority over his howse or Estate as did beseeme 
the Estate, Degree and Calling of an Earles wief.’ Smith continued 
that he ‘hath bin in place where he hath heard and seene the com- 
playnauntes Bailiffes, Servauntes, or Officers take up the . . 
Countesse as sawcily and boldly as if she had bin their fellowe, or 
rather some simple servaunt in the complaynauntes howse’. 

Edmund Stanton, of Draycott, Oxfordshire, a gentleman of fifty, 
who had lived ‘in the howse of the R honorable Bridgett late 

-Countesse of Bedford’ gave evidence agreeing with that of the 
yeomen. He also said that the late Lady Lincoln had never used 
any of the Earl’s wealth to heip her children, or any one else; on the 
contrary, ‘the... Earle... within a few yeares after hir... mariage 
did take fro hir, hir Rentes and the fines of the Jointure left unto” 
hir by William Norris esqre hir former husband; and the. . 
Earle heild the same fro hir in his owne handes during the life of 
the . . . Countesse’. 

Abiather Buckoke, a gentleman of Dorchester, Oxfordshire, said 
that he had ‘creadibly heard ... that the... late Countesse... 
was ...1n want or necessity, and thereby was driven to make use 
of hir owne freinds’.*++ 

Sir Arthur Gorges has left a spirited characterization of the Earl 
at this time, in a letter to Sir Robert Cecil, written in September 
1600, wherein Lord Lincoln appears as regardless of his daughter 
as he had been, earlier, of his son. “None can testify my careful 
zeal towards this ungrateful miser than you, whom I have so often 
solicited with excusing his vices. The love I bore his daughter 
made me so to do, and his cankered dispostion requites me accord- 
ingly. Of late hé has required me to pass Chelsye from my wife 
and children to his son Edward Clynton, which I in reason have 
paused at, but not refused: and therein he informs you of a mere 
untruth. But I will save his reputation, and not pass it while I live. 
Again, in that he alleges that he would sell it to pay his debts, and 
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yours amongst the rest, it is a mere collusion: for his poor son can 
yield no money for it, to whom he would have passed it by fine and 
recovery, and not with an imrent to sell it to pay his debts, so that 
therein also he is untrue. But he, finding his right too weak to 
wrest my wife and children out of it, would now pretend a poor 
sale to pay his debts. He has already brought my poor wife to her 
grave, as I fear, with his late most odious and unnatural despites 
that he has used towards her, the most obedient child of the world. 
His wickedness, misery, craft, repugnance to all humanity, and 
perfidious mind is not amongst the heathens to be matched. God 
bless me from him. To have his lands after his death, I would not 
be tied to observe him in his life. I yield you thanks for your noble 
respect as your letter shows, but I disclaim from ail his favours, 
since he has wrought the destruction of my wife. I have here 
returned him his false epistle, and beseech God to plague him or 
me as our informations are false.’?45 

In November 1600 the Earl’s brother, Thomas Clinton, wrote to 
Sir Kobert Cecil that his ‘wife lately preferred a petition to the 
Council against the extreme dealings of his unnatural brother, the 
Earl of Lincoln, whereby they are defeated of all the inheritance 
given them by his (the writer’s) father deceased, which the Earl 
pretends to overthrow’.?*¢ 

Lord Lincoln’s misdemeanours between September 1589 and 
the end of 1600 succeeded one another almost with the rapidity of 
shots from a machine gun, and, in the persons they wounded, they 
were well-nigh as indiscriminate: neighbours, servants, kindred 
were all affected. The attack upon the house at Weston seemed to 
mark but the beginning of a campaign against his fellow men. 

Although his behaviour undoubtedly embittered his personal 
relations, it did not seem to affect his position as ‘a Peere of the 
Crowne’, by virtue of which he was summoned, in February 1601, 
to attend ‘by eight of the clocke in the mornynge’ ‘at Westmynster 
Hall’, for the trial of the Earl of Essex. There is indeed irony in 
the thought of the rash young nobleman judged by one of such 
uncertain temper as the Earl of Lincoln. However, the misfortune 
of Essex was destined eventually to involve Lincoln.?47 In July 
1602 William Wright .a former servant in the Lincoln household, 
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and apparently a somewhat disreputable character, lodged against 
the Earl an information of ‘certaine speeches’ used by him ‘at his 
howse in Chanon Rowe two or three dayes after the araignment of 
the Erle of Essex’. Wright may have been moved by a private 
grudge, or he may have been instigated by enemies of the Earl, by 
this time numerous. However, the case was very weak, involving 
not only an alleged slander against the Queen but events which had 
taken place thirty years previously. The charge also implicated the 
Earl’s son-in-law, Sir Arthur Gorges, with whom he was on 
notoriously bad terms. The libel against the Queen was given in 
Wright’s information as, “I cannot be persuaded that the Queen 
wilbe drawne to consent unto the death of one with whome she 
hath bene so familier as with the Earl of Essex (J am a wyse man to 
use these speeches amongest you) but by god I my self have sene 
her kisse him twenty tymes and me thinkes in reason that she shold 
not then cut of [off] his head.’?48 

Although the accusation of slandering the Queen may have been 
the more important, there was also an elaborate attempt to show 
that the Earl had entered into a conspiracy to assure King James VI 
of Scotland the succession to the English throne, and had been in 
correspondence with him. However, the plot was apparently little 
more than a sportsmen’s gathering, and the letter had no reference 
to affairs of state. Wright’s ‘Reasons why I spake not before’ to the 
Council gives an account of the allegations, and reveals something 
of the character of the accuser. 

‘First for the Confederacie; after I had acquainted the Right 
Honorable the Erle of Lincoln with the words spoken by Sir 
Arthur Gorges, his Lordship then making relation of a certaine 
hawking and hunting by the Duke of Norfolke and other nobles at — 
Tattershal, and howe at theire departure from thence they and he 
going all together to a tre [tree], pullid every one a boughe, and 
tooke handes, and sware to meet in the same place that tyme twelve 
moneth, his Lordship saide, “Sir Arthur Gorges shall not feare 
me with that; I will acquaint the Lordes of her Maiesties most 
honorable pryvie councell with yt my self.’ And within seven 
daies thereafter told me . . . that his Lordship had acquainted mr 
Secretarie Cecill with all. : 
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THE EARL’S FURTHER. INJUSTICES Ior 
‘For the other speeches concerning her maiesties growing tyran- 
nies, because Sir Arthur Gorges spake them to me only in the 
hearing of the La[dy] Elizabeth his wyfe, I durst not without 
further proof reveal them, But I spake therm in secret to mr Edward 
Fynes [the Earl’s son] who answered, that he knew I spake troth 
for that Sir Arthur Gorges had used the lyke speeches to him. 

‘Because I was then his Lordshipes Servaunt and stoode in feare 
to deale against one so mightie who might at his Lordships pleasure 
bring actions of accompt against me of greate reckoning (because 
I cold not in the four yeares I had dealinges for his Lordship at 
Chanon row and Chelsey, procure his Lordshipes acquittaunce 
at any tyme, but only rested at his mercie) I was constrayned to 
hold my peace. 

“The cause why I now uttered them was, for that James Marchell 
and Michael Staines, being both acquainted . . . as well with theise 
informacions now given as with the lettre, and might as well breed 
me anew troble for every one in particular as for the lettre. Weighing 
withall what chardge and hinderance yt might growe unto me, 
(being a very pore man, having a wife and thre children whose 
lyves depend upon my industrie) to be brought up any more by 
theire Honors Warrant, I thought yt best, being now called 
up uppon this occasion of the lettre, to give informacion of the 
rest.’249 

Aithough the Earl may have been in correspondence with King 
James relative to the succession, the letter to which Wright referred 
merely mentioned the meeting of the King with the Earl, ‘in my 
youngest childishe yeares’, and thanked Lord Lincoln for a ‘loving 
offer of some horses of your own breide’. In his description of the 
resting-place of the letter, Wright endeavoured to suggest a sinister 
purpose on the Earl’s part, saying, ‘In April, 1601, he came to the 
sight of a letter which had been sealed with sleve silke and hard 
wax, Without superscription or Date, shut in a box hid very secretly 
under a borden floor in a little chamber within the Erie of Lincolns 
Bedchamber at his house at Chanon rowe, whereof wright took a 
coppie here extant, which letters (subscribed with James R) william 
wright hath reasons to induce him to think that they came from 
the king of Scottes.’25° 
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Apparently the Earl had no difficulty in clearing himself. He 
wrote to Sir Robert Cecil on July 30th, 1602, inclosing ‘hys answer 
to the false accusations’. The covering letter was characteristic, 
declaring that ‘all false slanders beyng clearyd and discoveryd, I 
shall by your meanes the better retayne her maiesties good opynyon, 
without which I were better out of thys wicked world then in yt. 
For I am so oppressyd and beaten down by the practyses of my 
adversaryes heere and in the country, and brought to so low an 
ebbe with continual vexatious charges and ympositions, that I am 
wery of my lyfe, and lyke to be utterly undon, nor can see any 
lykelyhood of stay or yntermysson from thes and such lyke devlysh 
devyses to wery me, or to spoyle me.’ 

The answer said: ‘I had no private speeches with Sir A. G. thes 
ij Or iij yeres, and it wyli be proved by dyvers honorable, and per- 
sons of good sort, that I complayned long syns of thys complott 
of Sir A. G., which (yf wright sayd trewly) was false and rydyculous, 
as by my proofes ys evydent; videlicet 

‘in that I never saw the lords of the north which were in rebellion 
together in my lyfe (save the duke of Norfolk only) which was above 
Xxx yeres syns: who returnyng from the lo[rd] Sheffeld’s howse 
accompanyd with the lo[rd] Scroup, the lo[rd] Bartley, the said 
lo[rd] Sheffeld, and others, dyd lyke the place of their haulkyng 
neere my house so well, that they all vowed to meete that day 
twelvemonth theare; which foolysh vow I also undertooke, and 
made spetial! note to Sir A. G. of gods handy worke in dispersing 
us all so that we never mett syns. And of thys ground and subiect, 
or the lyke in effect, ys thys slander devysed and spredd. 

‘I may well answer, that I woold acknowledg myself a vyllayn yf 
I shuld either speake or thynk thos words (which I protest of my — 
salvation I never dyd). How mutch more trecherous vyllayn ys he 
that concealyth it so long, and revealyth it to none, but to thys 
known theefe and malytious traytorous servant, intendyng only to 
make use thereof, and not in regard of his dyeuty to so gratious a 
Pryncesse, to whom he hath often showed hym self most yngrate. 
Yf wright have devysed it, who shail lyve in safety where such 
treachery is not punyshed? 

‘syns it doth so playnly appeere how iudas lyke thys packe hath 
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THE EARL’S FURTHER INJUSTICES 103 
beene begunne eather by Sir Arthur (whom the world noteth for 
seekyng Naboth’s vineyard by my death and dysgrace) or thys 
theife that fledd for the same, and undyd dyvers pore men in thys 
town by runnyng away with their goods, syns I have so playn 
proofe of late practyses by wryght. And staynes a vagrant person 
to rayse and suborn others . . . to add or dymynysh some words 
spoken at my table to alter the sense and meanyng therof.’ 

The Earl then said that he never spoke anything against the 
‘sacred person’ of the Queen, and he continued, ‘my adversarys 
dayly oppresse me with yntollerable wrongs wheryn they often and 
commonly use her maiesties name to procure me to be cald afore 
pryvate persons to answer every malytious surmyse either in con- 
troversy for the tytle of my lands, lease, or other questyon or 
dyfferens in law whatsoever, whereby I am so ympoveryshed and 
tyred with contynuall charges and losses and hyndrances that } 
receave therby’. 

He concluded by invoking a legal point: ‘the lawes of thys realme 
forbydd all accusations for words which are not complaynd of and 
revealyd withyn 11) months’.?5! 

For the remainder of the Queen’s reign the Earl was quiet, but, 
with the accession of King James, Lord Lincoln again brought 
himself into notice. His claim to bear the ball and cross, and to be 
carver, at the King’s coronation, in July 1603, was rejected for lack 
of evidence, which seems typical.252 Since the Earl had grown 
increasingly suspicious of plots against him, to increase his self- 
importance there remained only an excuse to warn the sovereign 
of a plot against himself. For this the Earl soon found opportunity, 
and, on September 2!st, 1603, he sent information (apparently to 
the Privy Council) that, ‘Whylst her maiestie lyved the French 
ambassador [Christophe de Harlay, Comte de Beaumont]*53 made 
meanes by dyvers to hyre my house at Chelsey, among which mr 
trudgion did also solycyte me, to whom I did ons in summe sort 
graunt my consent; but afterwards understandyng that her maiestie 
was in danger, I refused to lett my sayd house, in respect of my 

hope of ye kings maiesties lykehood to reigne over us, her maiesties 
recovery being doutfull: in which tyme of her sycknes I had many 
dyscourses with mr Trudgion touchyng hys maiestie (whom god 
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104 THE EARL’S FURTHER INJUSTICES 
long preserve) in all which for that I found hym speake doutfully 
of hym and hys entry to be oure kyng; and seemyd to me rather to 
leane to the tytle of the infanta. I dyd presse hym by the best 
meanes I coold to delyver hys reasons, which were thes, vydel.: 
that he knew that there was a resolution more than iij yeres ‘past 
by the court of roome [Rome], the k[ing] of spayn, of france, and 
other prynces to keep hym from cummyng into thys realme, and, 
though he dyd, that he shuld not reygne long after yf he dyd not 
condyscend to thos artycles in relygion then resolved, and that they 
all woold make warre agaynst hym and mayntayn summe other 
tytle, thes words beyng delyveryd of hys knowledg. And thos 
speeches of the Erles of Ox[ford] that yf any were sent into france 
how small soever his tytle were) showyng the example of one of 
his auncestors, and lykewyse namyng the lo[rd] H[astings], made 
me feare, and thynk that thes men myght doo the kyng good servyce 
in bewraying their knowledg, which I thought my dyeuty to ym- 
part, yf I had any possible meanes to enforme hys maiestie. But 
so it pleasyd god that, withyn few days after, afore any advertyse- 
ment culd be sent, I saw hys quyet entry; and yet nevertheles went 
to the toure [Tower] afore her maiesties death, told sir J. peyton 
[Lieutenant of the Tower] therof, to whom I sayd, ““You may be 
sure of it, yf ever ] may speak with hym’’. IJ told Sir hew [Hugh] 
harrys therof, and Ser gent harys and others, besyde my letters to 
_ hys maiestie sent by Sir H. brumley and my sonne, and, styll 
remaynyng in hope to ympart it my self to hys maiestie, was loth 
to publysh it to many, in respect of the danger and malyce which 
I knew shuld be borne agaynst me to my undoyng, yf his maiestie 
doo lyghily regard my ymmenent danger, which I have great 
cawse humbly to crave at his maiesties hand. 

‘thes beyng the poynts materiall and I redy to sett down any 
cyrcumstances which shall be demanded or thought fytr (yf any 
hearafter rememberyd), videl.: the speeches concernyng the meanes 
of sending an army from Flanders; the hope of a number of Catho- 
lyques in England, and many such reasons, for that they were not 
sett down of hys knowledg, but rather as reasons which way thys 
resolution shuld be performed, which he had before declared. I do 
touch in fewer words than they were spoken, not omyttyng the 
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cawse which ynduced me to beleeve that hys yntellygens from 
beyond the seas was great fro all catholyques (as they terme them): 
Fyrst, for that hys eldest sonne is with the Archduke [Matthias]; 
hys yongest in a popysh school or universite [university], from 
whens he hath often intellygens, and the contynuall resort to hym 
of many of the pryncypall recusants,—thes thyngs I have for my 
love and dyuty sett down. 

‘the words of the sheds Bnstddchddesl in my garden concernyng 
the king beyng few, and of no importance, are skant woorthy resi- 
tyng, videlicet, when I spake of oure strength by unytyng the kyng- 
doms, he answeryd, in french, “More men, but lesse mony”’.’?54 

The Earl of Oxford referred to was Edward de Vere, the 
courtier-poet, son-in-law of Lord Burghley, and a man of almost 
as erratic and violent a temper as the Earl of Lincoln himself; 
Henry, Lord Hastings, was the lineal heir of George Plantagenet, 
Duke of Clarence, and a grand-nephew by marriage of the Earl 
of Lincoln. Hastings was then under sixteen years of age.?55 

Sir John Peyton, mentioned as at the Tower, was a distinguished 
public servant two years younger than Lord Lincoln. In his youth 
Peyton had served under Sir Henry Sidney in Ireland, and later 
in the Low Countries. He was a colonel in the forces chosen to 
defend the Queen at the time of the Armada. In 1597 he was 
appointed to the lieutenancy of the Tower, and he had been in 
correspondence with King James even before Elizabeth’s death, 
though he carefully avoided committing himself politically. When 
the Queen was ill beyond hope of recovery, he had provisioned the 
Tower, and, after her death, he had sent his son at once to Edin- 
burgh to express the loyalty of the family to King James.?5° 
Although the son received the reward of being the first person 
knighted by the King, Sir John was not sworn a member of the 
Privy Council, and, on July 30th, 1603, he was relieved of his post 
at the Tower and appointed to the less distinguished, if more 
lucrative, office of Governor of Jersey.757 

Evidently he considered it necessary to clear himself of the 
imputation contained in the Earl of Lincoln’s information, that he 
had withheld a report of what should have been told the King, and 
he sent a letter to the ‘Lord Cycell’ and to the Privy Council, on 
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October 1oth, enclosing four pages of ‘A trewe relatyon of suche 
speeche as passed between my lord of lyncolne and me some foure 
dayes before her maiesties decesse [decease] and within foure dayes 
after’. In the letter to the Council, he declared, “Touching the 
Erle of lyncolne his imputatyons layed uppon me his fassion 
[fashion] is, to condempe [condemn] the worlde, if therby he myght 
excuse hym selfe’. Explaining what happened at the Tower, Sir 
Jobn said that the Earl of Lincoln had come to him about six days 
before the Queen’s death. Knowing the Earl well disposed towards 
King James, Sir John had sounded the nobleman regarding the 
succession, and had urged him that, as deeds are better than words, 
he should, after the Queen’s passing, give active support to King 
James. ‘Hereuppon’ the Earl ‘determyned to send his money, 
plate, and Jewells unto me into the Tower, and to come thether 
him selfe, with his servants and attendants, which after ward he 
performed.’ Two days before the Queen died the Earl returned 
to Sir John, and passed the night at the Tower, when Lord Lincoin 
said ‘he had discovered an opposytion ... agaynst his maiesties 
Tyile, and that there was a great nobleman had openned hym selfe 
uppon that poynt and had delte with hym to Joyne as a partye in 
the actyon’. Somewhat alarmed, Sir John had desired more in- 
formation; whereupon the Earl replicd that ‘he had been invyted 
. .. by a great noble man to hacney, wher he was extraordinarily 
fested [feasted], at the which he muche marvayled, for that ther 
was no great correspondence between them, this noble man having 
precedence of hym in rancke (where by he towlde me I myght 
knowe hym, ther being oncly but one of that qualytye dwellyng 
there. This noble man and he, being (after diner) retyred aparte 
from all companye, began . . . to discourse with hym .. .’, declaring 
that, as peers, they were bound to concern themselves with the 
succession to the crown, and ‘the Erle of lyncolne ought to have 
more regard then others, becawse he had a Nephewe of the bludde 
[blood] Riiali, nameing my lorde hasteings, whom he perswaded the 
Erle of lyncolne to send for; and that ther should be means used 
to convaye hym over into france, wher he shoulde fynde frends that 
wolde make hym a partye, of the which ther was a president in 
former tymes. He also . . . invayed muche agaynst the natyon of 
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scotts! The Earl of Lincoln ‘Brake of [off] his discourse, absolutely . 
disavowing all that the great noble man had moved’. 

Sir John pointed out to Lord Lincoln his folly in silencing the 
Earl of Oxford before getting all possible information. Peyton 
declared that he was at first much disturbed, but, when the Earl 
had made him understand what peer was meant, Sir John was 
relieved, for ‘I knewe hym to be so weake in boddy, in frends, in 
habylytie, and all other means to rayse any combustyon in the state, 
as I never feered any danger to proseyd from so feeble a fownda- 
tion’. This is a delightful comment of the man of action concerning 
a poet and musician. 

Soon after the dinner at Hackney, the King was proclaimed, and 
the great nobleman’s name was ‘attested in the sayd proclamation’, 
which caused the Earl of Lincoln ‘to wonder’. The entire story 
was told to Lord Kinloss (who had begun the correspondence with 
Cecil which brought about the accession of King James), but he 
evidentiy did not take the affair seriously, and it blew over.258 

The Earl’s desire for land was not to be appeased in England 
alone; he had hopes of the New World, for, on May 23rd, 1609, the 
Charter incorporating ‘the Tresorer and Companie of Adventurers 
and planters of the Citty of London for the first Colionie in 
Virginia’ included ‘Henry Earle of Lincolne’ not only among the 
grantees but among ‘our Counsell for the . . . Companie’.?59 
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PART SIX 


DEALS WITH AN INTERLUDE EXPRESSING THE ATTITUDE OF THE EARL’S 
LINCOLNSHIRE NEIGHBOURS TOWARDS HIM: THE DYMOKE CASE AND 
WHAT CAME OF IT 


Aurnoucn judgements in Star Chamber causes have vanished, 
there is preserved among the Duke of Northumberland’s papers a 
‘Statement of the offense and of the punishments awarded in the 
case of Henry, Earl of Lincoln, against Sir Edward Dymock and 
others, for contriving and acting a stage play on a Sabbath day 
upon a Maypole green near Sir Edward Dymock’s house, contain- 
ing scurrilous and slanderous matter against the . . . Earl by 
name’.2©° This is dated May 4th, 16103; nevertheless, the events 
with which it deals go back to 1601, and are enlightening not only 
in regard to the Earl’s long feud with the Dymokes and other 
Lincolnshire neighbours, and their opinion of him during his latter 
days, but also in regard to the life and customs of the period. The 
story of the happenings centres about a number of Lincolnshire 
towns and villages between Horncastle and Boston, or the vicinity: 
Tattershall, where the Earl had his seat; Coningsby, adjoining; 
North and South Kyme. 

The Earl’s success in winning a favourable verdict may have 
been due in part to the way in which his Bill of Complaint, dated 
November 23rd, 1601, stressed the feeling of class prejudice: the 
commoners are represented as showing dangerous disrespect for 
the nobility. ‘Whereas your Royall Majestie in the whole course 
of your happie and florishinge reigne As also your highnes noble 
and worthie progenitors, in theire Reigne and government have 
ever had a gratious regard of the honor and estate of the Nobillitie 
and peires [peers] of this your heighnes realme, and men of more 
inferior Condicion to them have caried sutch respective and due 
observance to the Nobles of this kingdome, as they have not once 
presumed to scandalize or deprave there persons and place by pub- 
licke frownes and reproches, yet Howe so yt is . . . one Talbois 
Dimock [brother to Sir Edward], a Common contriver and pub- 
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THE DYMOKE CASE 109 
lisher of infamous pamphelites and libells, Roger Bayard of Kime 
{Kyme], in your heighnes Countie of Lincoln, yeoman; Marma- 
duke Dickenson; John Cradocke, thelder, and John Cradocke, the 
younger, of Kime ... yeoman, and other there accompleces, 
intendinge as mutch as in them Consisted to scandalize and Dys- 
honor your . . . Subiecte and to bring him into the frowne and 
contempt of the vulgar people of his Cunterie, have of late, and 
sence your Majesties last free and general! pardone, by the direc- 
tion, consent, or allowance of Sir Edward Dimocke of kine... 
knight, contrived, published, used, and acted, these dysgraceful, 
faulse, and intollerable slaunders, reproches, scandalous wordes, 
libells, and irreligious prophanacons ensewinge.’ 

The Earl did not rest his case upon the play alone, but mentioned 
other slanders and outrages which he alleged were committed 
against him by the Dymokes. ‘And firste . . . Talbois Dimocke, 
being a man of verie disordered and a most dysolute behaviour and 
condicion, about the xii daie of Auguste in the one and forteth 
yeare of your heighnes reigne [1599], passinge thorough the Towne 
of Tattershall . . . where your Subiecte now and then inhabited, 
did resorte to the dore of one William Hollingshead, theire dwel- 
linge . . . and then and there staied a while against the dore . . 
sittinge on his horsebacke. At which time with a lowde voice, in 
the presence and hearinge of divers and sonderie persons, he 
utterid and spake, to Anne Hollendghead, wieff to... William... 
these wordes ensewinge, That is to saie, “Commend me sweet 
harte to my Lorde of Lincoln . . . and tell him that he is an Asse 
and a foole. ... Is he my uncle and hath no more witt? I would to 
god he had some of my witt, for I could spare him some.” ’7°! 

Though it may seem surprising that Hollingshead should have 
troubled to repeat such words to the Earl, the reason is plain. In 
1595 Sir Edward Dymoke had brought an action against Hollings- 
head, who, when he was jailer of Lincoln, ‘and cheife Constable 
within the soke of Horncastle’, in 1593, was said to have committed 
various irregularities. When, on October 21st, certainsmen charged 
with theft had been sent to him by the Earl of Lincoln as a local 
justice, Hollingshead was accused by Sir Edward of having added 
to the Earl’s warrant the name of Edward Harwoode. Hollingshead 
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110 THE DYMOKE CASE 


was also said, among other wrongful acts, to have taken bribes, and 
to have falsified the tax accounts of Coningsby, where he lived.?°2 

The answer of Talboys Dymoke to the accusation of slandering 
the Earl to Hollingshead seems a reasonable explanation. “He was 
in the companie of John Fisher esquire att Tattershall .. . on or 
about the xjth day of August in the 41th yere of her maiesties 
Raigne, and passinge thorough that towne on horsebacke, he... 
did call for drinke at the dore of the house of William Hollingshead 
... being a Tipplinge house, and at that tyme Anne, .. . brought 
forthe drink to him and his companie as they sate on horsebacke . . . 
and then he . . . used some speeches to... Anne about a fortifica- 
tion which the Ear] had made about his Castle at Tattershall. . . . 
“What a foolish fortification is this! My Lord saieth that I am a 
foole, but I would to God he had a little of my Witte in the making 
of it, for this is the most foolish thing that ever I sawe.” ’ 

As there was an explanation of the information lodged against 
Talboys Dymoke, so is there of the writing and acting of the play 
mentioned in the Earl’s complaint.?63 

The May-day games at South Kyme, where some of the Dymoke 
family seem then to have been living, were carried on through most 
of the summer, and, on Sunday, July 25th or 26th, 1601, twelve or 
thirteen of those who had been taking part in the games went to 
the neighbouring village of Coningsby ‘to be merry . . . as Cunsby 
[Coningsby] men had been with them a fortnight before’. Among 
those who. rode from South Kyme were: John Cradocke, the 
younger; Richard Morrys, or Morris; Roger Bayarde, and Tal- 
boyes Dymocke; with John, or Henry, Cocke, of Swinstead; John 
Easton, of Billinghay; and John Patchett, ‘who were all present at 
Cunsby ... and are retayners to Sir Edward Dymock’. Evidently 
they took with them a few of the theatrical properties used in the 
games, for “some of the company had reedes tyed together lyke 
speares, with a paynted paper of [off] the toppes of them, and one 
of them had a drumme and an other a flagge’. They ‘did marche 
on horsebacke two and two together throughe the streetes . . . to 
one Myles his house, who kept an alehouse’ ‘and their [there] | 
lighting, sett up their horses’ and ‘dyned’. Morris said that ‘he... 
had his sword about him that he did usuallie weare when he did 
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THE DYMOKE CASE lit 
Ryde, but doth not know of any that had weapons in his companye’, 
Patchett said, ‘there were nott above two swordes amongest them’, 
and John Cock added that they had ‘noe warlike weapons... but 
onely some daggers’. Six of the neste ts alone ‘had warlyke 
weapons made of Reedes lyke to speares’. 

After dinner the company visited two or three other dichnatdey 
Morris said he did not know how many, adding ‘he knoweth not 
certaynelye whether it were on the sabboth day ... butt... he 
rather thinketh it was .. . because they were at Ey rening pihieth 
There was indignant erent of their having declared that ‘they had 
drunk the towne of Cunsbye . . . drye’; however, in the afternoon 
they resumed their parade through the town. Besides the visitors’ 
drum-and flag, ‘Cunsby men had an other drum and flagg’, so that 
they all must have been able to make a goodly amount of noise, 
which caused ‘a great number of people’ to come outdoors for the 
purpose of ‘lookinge upon the companye’. 

While this display was taking place, aad at such tyme as they 
were marching homeward’, ‘the Earle of Lincollne. . . had occasion 
of busines to Ryde thorowe a narrowe Jane’ in Coningsby ‘thorowe 
which he was to passe by or neare the. . . companie’, who, accor- 
ding to Thomas Pygott, gentleman, one of his followers, ‘behaved 
themselves verie Rudlie, with shoutinges, noyses . . . that some 
accompted them to ‘be madd men’. To these joyous villagers 
Pigott was sent ‘to entreate them to hould still theire drums, flaggs, 
and noyse untill the . . . Earle might quietlie passe by them for 
scaringe of his horsse’. John Cock, the drummer, said that he ‘did 
stay till the Earl was gone, and, efter he was passed by, Mr Tal- 
boyes Dimock, and one Richard Hunt, did call to him to strike upp 
his drum’. Edward Miles, the alehouse keeper, saw that ‘Mr 
Pygott was cast downe from his horse, butt by what meanes he 
knoweth nott, neyther what hurt he had; butt he did see him 
presentlie a foote agayne and comed to his horse’. With this state- 
ment the companions of Miles agreed, but Pigott himself declared 
that, when he gave the Earl’s message, “Talboyes Dymocke, 
Richard Hunt, and some others . . . answered with greate oathes 
that they had a lord as good as hee, and called the companie and 
drums to them back againe, and cryed a lowd, “Stryke up drums! 
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Stryke up drums!’ And therewithall caused the drumeres and the 
flagge bearers to run at [him] with their drums and flaggs, and the 
whole companye after and amongest them in such violent sorte, 
that his horse did flinge and plunge, and the more he intreated them 
to be quyet, the more fierce and angre [angry] they were upon him 
and his horse, insomuch as his horse cast him... to the ground to 
his great bruisinge, hurte, and damage, beinge a heavie, corpulent 
man. And it had like to cost him his Liffe; and he was forced to 
keepe to his bedd a good space after, and to take phisicke for the 
same. ... When he was helped up by one of his acquaintance that 
stoodd by ... Hunt and some others cryed, “Stryke him downe! 
Knock him downe!”’ Pigott said also that ‘the Earle .. . did make 
hast [haste] awaie from the . . . companie homewardes, and the 
disordered companie followed and pursuyed him a good pace’. 
Henry Forsett, a yeoman who happened at the time to be going 
through Coningsby on his way to his home in ‘Dockdyke’ [Dog- 
dyke}, and saw the whole encounter, said that not only did Pigott 
rise unaided, but that ‘the [Earl] did not presentlie after the fall of 
Mr Pygott returne to his castle, butt came Rydinge into the towne 
... With a staff in his hand, and there comaunded the Constable to 
apprehend Mr Talboyes Dymock, Cock, the drummer, and an 
other man called Richard Morrys, and to have them forthe com- 
ynge’. Morris said that ‘the Constable of Cunsbye did comaund 
the company to keep the peace . . . and [Morris] did not see the 
peace broken, neyther.was there any sworde drawne of purpose to 
stryke any man... butt he... had his sword in his hand out of the 
scabard, but by what meanes the same came of [off], he knoweth 
nott. And the constable commyng unto [him] in a violent manner 
and took him by the arme, he did thrust him away with his hand.’ 
This ‘was in the Churchyard at Cunsbye’. ‘The Constable of 
Cunsbye did endeavor to take [Morris’s] sword from him, butt he, 
being loth to departe therewith, made some resistance before he 
did delyver itt’, which he did, not to Joseph Meilars, the constable, 
but to Forsett. John Cock said that the constable, with others, 
took his drum and dagger from him; and ‘Richard Dixon of 
Cunsbye, gentleman,’ was ordered to help the constable take away 
a weapon ‘from a man that semed quarrelous, and... the partye... 
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THE DYMOKE CASE 113 
yelded himself.to them quietlye’. John Easton declared that, when 
he was commanded by Mellars to keep the peace, and to depart 
to his own house, he ‘and many others, did accordingly’. Morris 
added, ‘that he... with other of his companye, when as they were 
on horsebacke goyng towardes Kyme, the Constable commaunded 
fhim], Mr Talboyes Dymocke, and the drummer to go with him 
to Tattershali Castle, to the Earl, which... they did’, but he ‘doth 
not remember that the Constable . . . did commaund him or any 
other in their companye to appeare the next morning before the 
Earl to answer their disorders, nor doth remember that he did will 
the Constable or the [Earl] to follow him or them to Kyme, to 
Sir Edward Dymocks, if he would have any thing with them’. 
Cock, however, asserted that when ‘he and his companie were 
comaunded to appere .. . Monday before the [Earl] ... Mr Tal- 
boyes Dimock answered the Constable that he lowed noe such 
attendance, and that he would go to Kyme, and if they would goe 
with him, he would bere them harmlesse’. 

From these witnesses, it seems that the Earl had been restored 
to a commission of the peace, of which he had been deprived in 
June 1594.7°4 

At the time when these events were taking place at Coningsby, 
the Earl’s men were in conflict with Six Edward Dymoke and his 
followers at Horncastle, ‘at which towne’, according to the Earl, 
‘Sir Edward had unlawfully and Riotously, by such as he had 
thereunto appointed . . . made enterie into the parsonage howse 
theire, and claimed Divers Dewties of right belonginge to [the 
Earl], and where his servants and sutch as he had appointed... 
contynued that force in parte of the parsonage’. It was poetic 
justice that the invader of Weston should have to compiain in his - 
turn of the invasion of a parsonage. 

Both the Horncastle and the Coningsby happenings were made 
the basis of a suit for riot and unlawful assembly brought by the 
Earl in the Star Chamber against Talboys Dymoke and others. 

Smarting under the indignities of Coningsby, it is not surprising 
that so spirited a man as Talboys Dymoke should have determined 
to bait the Earl further. He knew that he could rely upon those 
who had been with him at Coningsby to be the actors; so that, for. 
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114 THE DYMOKE CASE 


performance on Sunday, the last of August, ‘he did frame and make 
a stage play to be plaied in for sporte and merriment at the setting 
up of a Maypole in South Kyme, which play he... of himself 
termed the Death of the Lord of Kyme, because the same daye 
should make an ende of the Sommer Lord game in South Kyme 
for that yeare’. The actors were: the author himself; Marmaduke 
Dickinson, yeoman; John Cradock, the younger; Roger Bayard, 
‘Cowper’; and John Cradock, the elder; who, however, was not 
to take part in the play itself but in a burlesque sermon at the end. 
Although Talboys was “brother to Sir Edward Dymocke, and was 
before and since most comonlie resyant [resident] within... Sir 
Edward Dymockes house’, he testified that Sir Edward had no part 
in the composition of the play, and Sir Edward said himself that he 
first knew of it only “som hower or there aboutes after it was acted’. 
The performance was to be a surprise for the delectation of the 
neighbourhood. 

In his Bill of Complaint, the Earl took a different view, which 
was sustained by the judgement of 1610. “Talbois Dimocke pur- 
sowinge his former bould and insolent purposes and courses, ... 
with the privitie, procurement, and allowance of .. . Sir Edward 
Dimmocke . . . did frame and contrive one infamous libell or stage 
plaie, .. . tearmed and named the Death of the lorde of kime, and 
to that end the whole hundred and wapentake adioyninge should 
resorte thereunto and be behoulders thereof, notification . . . was 
publiquelie made, and Divers persons and neighbours adioyning [?] 
sent unto, and invited, by some of the servauntes of . . . Edward 
Dymocke to be at kime uppon sondaie, beinge about the last daie 
of August, at Dinner, there to take part at Some veinison, and to 
see a plaie in the afternoone. .. . At which daie divers of the 
inhabitantes thereaboutes, viz., Edward Newlove of Helpringham 
...gent.; William Carwell of Wold... yeoman; Robert Jackson 
of Asgarbie [Asgarby]; Thomas Whelpdale of Howell... yeoman, 
and divers others .. . unknowne, did resorte to kime ... and were 
there entertayned at the howse of . .. John Crawdocke thelder ... 
yeoman, servant to... Sir Edward Dymocke, accordinglie; and in 
the afternoone ... Talbois Dimocke; Roger Baiard; Marmaduke 
Dickinson; John Cradocke, the elder, and John Cradocke, the 
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THE DYMOKE CASE Its 
younger, uppon a greene neere adioyninge to the howse of ... 
Sir Edward Dimocke .. . hard by a Maypowle standing uppon the 
Greene, did... present and acte, an intlude [interlude], . . . divers 
persons of the neighboure Townes thereunto adioyninge, and of 
the houshoulde servauntes of . . . Sir Edward beinge then and 
there assembled .. . In which plaie . . . Talbois Dimocke, beinge 
the then principal] actor ..., did firste .. . counterfeate the person 
of [the Earl] and his speches and gesture, and then and theire 
tearmed and named ... the Earle of Lincoln, his good uncle, in 
scomefull manner, and as actor then took uppon him .. . repre- 
sentinge [the Earl] fetcht awaie by ... Roger Bayard, who acted... 
the Dyvill. And ... Roger Baiard in annother part of the plaie 
Did ... represent... the parte of the foole, and the parte of the 
vice . . . and theire actinge the .. . parte did declare his last will 
and testiament and... did bequeathe his wodden Dagger to... 
the Earle of Lincoln, and his Cockscome and bable [Cockscomb 
and Bauble] unto all those that would not go to Horncastle with... 
Sir Edward Dimocke against him’... . And in the interlude there 
was ‘a Dirige [dirge] songe [sung] by Talbois Dimocke.. . and 
other the... actors .. . wherein they expressed by name moste of 
the knowne lewde and licentious women in the Cities of London 
and Lincoln and towne of Boston, concludinge in their songes 
after everie of theire names, ora pro nobis.’ 

From this outline it is clear that the dramatic production of 
Talboys Dymoke was of the briefest; because of this slight inter- 
lude he cannot be regarded as an important dramatic writer. 
Marmaduke Dickinson ‘first refused to meddle’ with the interlude, 
but “Tailboys ...saied... that his brother ... would have [Dickin- 
son] to be one of them [the actors], and that he and his Lady would 
come and see the... play’. ‘About a fortnight before the day’ of 
the performance ‘Talboys Dymocke . . . did come to [Dickinson’s] 
howse in the .. . Towne of Kyme, and did leave there a certayne 
writinge in Englishe, some parte whereof was in verse or rymes, 
which [Dickinson] doth not nowe perfectly remember, with request 
that [he] would learne the same without booke And would say the 
same in a playe which, as [Dickinson] hath heard, he then sayd 
should be playd in the . . . Towne one [on] the sundaye fortnight 
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... And when [Dickinson] retorned to his . . . house the . . . writ- 
tinge was delivered unto him.’ Roger Baiard described his enlist- 
ment as an actor by saying that “there was a play or interlude to 
make an end of a May game played at South Kyme’, and he ‘played 
the Clowndes parte and the Divells parte. .. Mr Talboyes Dimock 
did procure him to be an actor and gave him the partes’. 

The next proceeding was to assemble an audience, which had to 
be done, if possible, without letting the Earl or his followers know 
what was afoot. ‘Talboys Dymoke evidently thought that he could 
count upon the Earl’s unpopularity in the neighbourhood to pre- 
vent any who saw the play from acting as informers. John Cradock, 
the elder, invited: “‘aboute xltie persons’ to come ‘to dynner to his 
house, as they, or manie of them, had usually done in other yeares 
before, because he .. . is bailiff of the Wapentake [Langoe] where 
the said persons dwell’. Sir Edward Dymoke denied that he gave 
venison for the feast, “Neather did he give consent to the drawing 
together of anie persons that day’; however, William Scochin, of 
Hackenton, yeoman, said that “Talylboys Dymoke and John 
Cradoke the younger did Come in to . . . Cradocks howse [he] 
and others being at diner, and .. . younge Cradocke beinge in A 
pybald Cote. And... Tayiboys then used these speches, viz., 
“This is he which my good uncle therie of lincoln Called pybald 
knave at Cunesbie.” ? Scochin added that he ‘did heare that there 
was verie ill Rule at Cunesbie one Sondaye before, and that yonge 
Cradocke was there in a pybald cote, and that the [Earl] did there 
call... Cradocke pybald knave, for that they did hinder the [Earl] 
to Ryde on his waye, by reson of there drummes, and other wayes’. 
John Cradock, the younger, said that, ‘they had some little venison’ 
at dinner, but he and others were agreed that nothing was said 
about a play until afterwards, when ‘the persons which Dyned at 
[his] father’s house were present . . . and most of the parish of 
Kyme were also’. Dickinson put the number of persons ‘assembled 
at the actinge’ as ‘about a hundred’, and William Scochin, who was, 
apparently, informer, gave the names of some of them as ‘William 
Willoughbie; Anthonie Malin; Edward Newlove; John Raystridge; 
Thomas Wheldale; one Mr Shute; one Mr Campanitt; one law- 
rence White, of Louthe; [Scochin himself], and thre or foure 
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THE DYMOKE CASE 117 
hundred others besyds’.. No one mentioned the presence of Sir 
Edward and Lady Dymoke, but Dickinson admitted that ‘before 
the ... play some Cushions and stoles [stools] were sett... which 
Talboys Dymocke told [him] was for Sir Edward Dymock and his 
Lady to sitt and see the play’. Talboys said that ‘divers women 
and children were present and beholders’. 

The interlude was acted, ‘in the after noone after evening prayer, 
in a grene’ which, Talboys Dymoke said, was ‘about a stone’s cast 
rom... Sir Edward Dymockes house’, and that, if those indoors 
‘might see’ the performance, he was sure ‘that they could not 
heare’. Dickinson added that the green was next to the outer court 
of the house, and that, ‘if anie were in the topp of the towre or 
upper parte of the house... they might from there see the... play 
plaied’, as they were ‘distent’ only ‘two butt lengths’. John Cradock, 
the younger, was still more definite by saying that ‘the grene... 
is ... adioyning to the stables which stande in the Utter Courte 
or yarde of .. . Sir Edward Dymockes house’, and ‘a pretty good 
distance from the house’; but his father said that the green was 
‘almost a bow shoote from the house’. 

The author of the play testified that he did not ‘counterfett’ the 
Earl of Lincoln, ‘But . . . did represent and take upon him the title 
and terme of Lord Pleasure .. . and did calle the Lord of North 
Kyme (being another Somer Lord that yeare) my Uncle Prince’, 
and he did not do this ‘in scornefull manner’. This other Lord was 
probably John Cradock, the younger, ‘he . . . (being before the 
Sommer Lord of Kyme) and acting that part in the play’. Roger 
Bayard as the Fool ‘Did bequeath his woodden Dagger to the Lord 
of North Kyme because he had the Day before called the Lord of 
South Kyme Pyebald Knave’. Dickinson declared that Bayard 
spoke “these wordes in Ryme:... . 

That Lord shall it have 

Which called the Lord of Kyme piebald Knave, 
whereunto . . . Talbois aunswered, that same was his good uncle’. 
Cradock, the younger, ‘was feyned to be poisoned and so carried 
forth’, and it must have been after this that Dymoke and Dickinson 
sang ‘a Lattin Dirige songe’, to which Dymoke, ‘and other the 
Actors .. . answered... Amen’. Dymoke said that, though the 
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118 THE DYMOKE CASE 


names of some dissolute women were mentioned, with ora pre 
nobis pronounced after cach onc, ‘no Women of Creditt and good 
behavior. .. . Which were never Detected or Defamed’ were in- 
cluded, as had been asserted.2 

From this rather sketchy account, itis clear that Talboys Dymoke 
and his fellow players set up as a defence against the charge of 
slander that they were behaving in an accustomed manner, which 
is evidence that, in South Kyme at least, a play must have been a 
regular part of the May games festival. This presumably lasted 
through the summer, and was apparently brought to an end by a 
performance like Thomas Nash’s Summer’s Last Will and Testa- 
ment,?©° which is symbolic of the passing of the season. The 
play by Nash may have been written for a similar occasion at 
Croydon. 

Scochin said that, at the conclusion of the performance, ‘he did 
heare some of the Assembly, viz., William Willoughbie; Antony 
malin; John Raystridge; Edward Newlove; Thomas Wheldale, of 
Howell, and others, speak these and such lyke words, viz., “Fye for 
shame! This is to {too} bad, and to [too] playne. Yf therle of 
linclon take this, he will take Any thinge.’ According to Talboys 
Dymoke, Scochin, Malin, Willoughbie, and Newlove were all ‘ser- 
vauntes and Retayners’ to the Earl; therefore it is not surprising 
that they should have made a report of the entire occurrence to 
their master.7°7 

Immediately after the interlude (according to the Earl’s Bill of 
Complaint), and before the audience had time to disperse, ‘John 
Cradocke thelder . . . in frowne of religion, and the profession 
thereof, beinge attired in a ministers gowne and havinge a corner 
Cap on his head, and a booke in his hand opened, did, ... in a 
pulpit made for that purpose, Deliver and utter a prophane and 
irreligious praier, which was framed and devised by Sir Edward 
Dimocke and Talboys Dimocke, and did... reade a text out of the 
book of Mabb, as he then reade yt.’ Fortunately Cradock’s own 
testimony has been preserved. He said that he ‘was not present 
whilest the . . . play was in plaienge, but came thither ymediately 
upon the ending thereof’ because ‘after the endinge of the... . play 
... Talboys Dymocke came unto [Cradock’s] house and verie much 
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THE DYMOKE CASE 119 
beged [begged] him to com unto the . . . Greene, and there to 
deliver an old idle speache which was made about 2 or 3 yeres 
before, . . . which speach was written in a papier booke. And 
Talbois caused [him] to putt on a black gowne of the ordinary 
making, but the same was not like a Minister’s gowne, and also to 
putt on a corner Capp which... Talbois had caused to be brought 
unto [him], and he also delivered to [him] the booke wherein the 
speach was written.’ Cradock, on arriving upon the green, went 
up ‘into a place representinge a pulpitt . . . [and] did utter and 
reade owt of the... booke.. . “De profundis pro defunctis. Lett 
us pray for our deere Lord that died this present day, 


Now blessed be his body and his bones: 

I hope his legges are hotter than gravestones, 

And to that hope letts all conclude it then, 

Both Men and Women pray, and say, “Amen”.... 


He did then utter some other wordes which he doth not now 
remember ...he... did read a text which he saide was taken owt 
of the 22 chapter of the booke of Hitroclites, which text was, 
“Cesar Dando, sublivando, ignoscendo gloriam adeptus est”; and 
the same he . . . divided into three partes, viz., the first, Bayardes 
leape on Ancaster heath; the second, the Bolders stone in Bulling- 
brooke ferme; and the third, the more Knaves the honester Men. 
And at the same tyme also he . . . in merrie termes made mention 
of Mr Gedney of Ancaster. But he ... did not say that his Text 
was taken owt of the booke of Mabb.’26 

The testimony of the author of the mock sermon gave not only 
the blessing forgotten by Cradock, but contained the words ‘mus- 
tard seed’, in addition to the reference to Mab. Is it possible that 
Talboys Dymoke, as one of the audience at a play by Shakespeare, 
had been impressed to the point of borrowing, or was he merely 
referring to local folk-lore? In the latter case, was there extant a 
book of Mab, or was Dymoke imagining it? The word ‘heteroclite’ 
is defined as a person or a thing deviating from the standard, and 
so eccentric; therefore Mab may symbolize merely something non- 
existent, or wildly impossible. Since the name Mab is a corruption 
of the Irish name Medb,?% or Maeve, that of a warrior queen 
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120, THE DYMOKE CASE 
prominent in early Irish story, it is of interest to find it appearing 
in Elizabethan times in the north of England, where, during the 
early Christian centuries, the Irish influence had been strong. 

Talboys Dymoke agreed with Cradock about the black gown 
and the corner cap, and continued that Cradock: “Did stand in a 
thinge of wainscott made like a pulpitte, and made of purpose for 
the... . play, and did represent the person of a Minister or Preiste, 
and did ...utter... ‘The Marcie [mercy] of Musterd seed and 
the blessinge of Bullbeefe and the peace of Pottelucke be with you 
all. Amen.” ... And at the same tyme the said person [parson] did 
reade a text which he saide was taken out of the Hytroclites . . 
viz., “Cesar Dando, sublevando, ignoscendo gloriam adeptus est,” 
and did englishe it thus, “Bayardes leape of Ancaster hathe the 
Bownder stone in Bollingbrookes ferme. I say the more Knaves 
the honester Men.” And the... person then devided his texte 
into three partes, viz., the first, a colladacion [collation?] of the 
auncuent plaine of Ancaster heathe; the second, an auncuent storie 
of Mabb as an appendix, and the third, concludinge, Knaves 
honest men, by an auncuent story of the friar and the boye. And 
also at the same time the. . . person told a Tale of Bayardes leape 
which he said was taken owt of the booke of Mabb, and then willed 
the people to goe to one Mr Gedney of Ancaster and he would tell 
it better.’27° 

William Scochin gave a more vivid description of Cradock’s 
costume and disguise, saying that the bailiff wore, ‘A counterfeat 
seard, and, standing in a pulpitt fixed to the maypole on kyme 
greene, havinge . .. a pott of ale or beare [beer] hanginge by him 
in steade of a hower [hour] glasse: whereof he .. . did Drinke at 
the Concluding of any poynte or parte of his speech.’ Scochin also | 
said that the text of the sermon was ‘owi of the heteroclites or the 
booke of mabb’, and that, in the third portion of his sermon, 
Cradeck ‘spake of one Gedney of Ancaster and Henry of bulling- 
brooke’.?7! 

This sermon owed more to elfland and to folklore than to Chris- 
tian theology. Bayard’s Leap is described by an historian of 
Lincolnshire as, ‘A solitary house, situated on the Hermon Street 
{a Roman road], at the intersection of the road leading from Sleaford’ 
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THE DYMOKE CASE 121 
to Newark’, which house ‘has been represented by the credulous 
as the residence of a witch, who punished every one that, either 
from accident or design, approached her cave. Another story 
which is told of this personage is the taking of a prodigious leap 
on a horse called Bayard. The holes in which the horse’s feet are 
said to have rested are still kept open.’ In Stukeley’s eighteenth- 
century itinerary he says: ‘All the way from this road [Hermon 
Street] upon Ancaster heath, we have a view of the sea, and the 
towering height of Boston steeple. A little farther we come to a 
place, of no mean note among the country people, called Bayard’s 
Leap, where the Newark road crosses the Roman: here isa cross 
of stone, and by it four little holes made in the ground: they tell 
silly stories of a witch and a horse making a prodigious leap, and 
that his feet rested in these holes, which J rather think the bound- 
aries of four parishes.’272_ Bayard, the magic horse, appears else~ 
where in literature: in the story of the four sons of Aymon, a 
medieval tale; and in Tasso’s Rinaldo. The Tale of the Friar and 
the Boy, which had been printed as early as Wynkyn de Worde’s 
day, was much in vogue in Elizabethan times, and was issued as 
a broadside in the seventeenth century.?73 Even a book of devotion 
of the time mentions this ballad: ‘. . . Now I see you are in a 
melancholicke humour. If you wil goe home with me, J can giue 
you a speedy remedy: for I haue many pleasant and merrie bookes, 
which if you should heare them read, would soone remedy you 
of this melancholy. I haue the Court of Venus, the Pallace of 
pleasure, Beuis of Southampton, Ellen of Rummiin: the merry Test 
of the Friar and the Boy: The pleasant story of Clem of the 
Clough, Adam Bell, and William of Cloudesly[,] The odde tale 
of William, Richard[,] and Homfrey, The pretie Conceit of Iohn 
Splinters last Will, and Testament: which al are excellent: and 
singular bookes against hart-quames: and to remooue such 
dumpishness, as I see you are now fallen into.’?7+ Mr. Gedney of 
Ancaster may well have been an actual contemporary of Talboys 
Dymoke, for a tax return of 1600 gives as the first person under 
‘Ancaster’, “William Gedney’.?75 The name was well known in the 
district. 
In writing the sermon which he gave to John Cradock the elder, 
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122 THE DYMOKE CASE 


Talboys Dymoke, like many another author, was making fresh 
use of old material of his own. “Robert Hytchcock of Quarington 
[Quarrington] in the Countie of Lincoln, Clerk,’ said that it was 
‘Reported by Mr Rychard Enderbye, at dynner tyme in Mr 
Edward Kinges howse, A iustice of peace in Lincolnshire, abowt 
Christmas last past was two yeres, That Sir Edward Dymock, 
together with Talbous Dymock, had contrived and framed A 
fabulous matter in form of A Sermon, and that the same was 
preached at Screlesby (Scrivelsby, the Dymoke family place] in 
the presence of .. . Sir Edward and A nomber of gentlemen there 
assembled, in A pulpitt, by A minister ... or one that counter- 
fayted a minister. Whereat many well affected in religion were 
much offended, and supposed that Sir Edward did yt in derision 
of preaching. ...’ Hitchcock added that he, “hath heard that the 
same Sermon was in many thinges like unto another Sermon which 
was since made one [on] Kyme Greene .. . they were both of the 
storye of Mabb and of Ancaster heath and of old Gedney. .. . [He] 
did at the same tyme see in... Mr Enderbyes handes A coppie of 
the ... . former Sermon: which .. . Mr Enderbye did openly 
henceforth at the table in Mr Kinges house. .. . All which manner 
of counterfaicting was by many godly ministers held to be very 
blasphemous, or manifeste abuse of the word of god, or religion 
nowe established.’?7¢ - 

Talboys Dymoke’s verbal chastisement of his uncle did not stop 
with the interlude, but, “At the tyme that the May game sportes 
were used in South Kyme’ he ‘did make and Write a ryme’ which 
he ‘did fixe and naile upon the Maypole’. These lines, in the 
allegorical fashion typical of the age, referred to the fact that the 
Earl ‘had purchased a Messuage, and certaine Landes, in kine... 
of onc Ambrose Marshe, Sir Edward Dimocke, and Talbois 
Dimocke’, signifying by the ban dog [a dog chained to guard a 
house, or else because of his ferocity] the Earl, who had for his 
crest a white greyhound. According to Talboys Dymoke, the bull 
was ‘the cognizance of the towne of Kyme... And... the Lord 
of the .. . May game John Cradock, the younger did subscribe 
to the .. . Ryme with these wordes, “‘Lord Cradock” ’.277_ The 
lines were: . 
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THE DYMOKE CASE * 123 
The bandoge now, Tom Bull, comes to our towne, 
And swears by Hambroughe Marshe and muche adoo, 
To signorize, to seate, and sitt him downe: 
This marshe must marshall him and his whelpes too. 
But let them heed Tom Bull, for, yf they sturr, 
Ile make it but a kennell for a curr.?78 

Both the Cradocks denied that they had ‘sene Sir Edward 
Dymock give the bull in his Conezance [Cognizance] or Crest’, 
although the elder Cradock said that he thought the bull ‘the onely 
device of .. . Talboys Dymocke’.?79 Sir Edward used ‘a sworde 

for his Conezans upon his liveries’, which has the support of 
modern authority, for the Dymoke crest is given as, ‘A sword erect 
argent, hilt and pommel or’.28 The Cradocks also added that ‘it . 
hath been used to sett the picture of a bull and a ryme under upon 
the Maypole in other yeres before, at such tyme as a Maypole hath 
been sett upp in Kyme’.?8! 

What was true of the sermon seems to have been true of the 
poem: Talboys Dymoke was repeating himself, for Robert Hytch- 
cock testified further that he ‘abowt v yeres since did see sett upp 
or fastened uppon the Sessions dore at Slyford {Sleaford} one [on] 
the Markett Day and Sessions Day there, A bill of Defyaunce (as 
he . . . conceived and recollected . . .) to be against the nowe Lord 
Clinton, in which ... Lord Clinton was called Cockold and bratt, 
bastard, the sonne of a whore, or to such purposes, with other most 
vile terms. And farther, this tumultuous bill did give the lye to 
soine intended person, and chalenged the foole to fight with him; 
and this bill was subscribed with the name of Sir Edward Dymock. 
Also [he] heard credibly that the bili was set up at Louth [a place 
nearby]. Lastly, [he] heard credibly that Talboys Dymock did 
come uppon a tyme abowt three yeres since, when the preacher 
was in the pulpitt praying and preaching, at a place called Billing- 
borowe [Billingborough] and did then much disturb the preacher 
by speaking to him many opprobious wordes, viz., “Why dost thou 
not pray for the good Erle of lincolne? He hath as much nede to 
be prayed for as any other’’, to the great disquicti of the preacher 
and congregation.’282 

Although everything which happened at Kyme may have been 
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124 THE DYMOKE CASE 
done ‘in a merriment at the tyme of the . . . May game’, the 
Dymokes were quickly alarmed, and, according to Richard Brough- 
ton, of Kyme, gentleman, Sir Edward, after he ‘hard that the playe 
was acted... did with greife bitterly reprove and checke . . 

Talboys for the doing thereof, and . . . seemed discontented . .. 
sometyme after, and sayd that he had no busynes of his owne a 
long tyme that grieved him so much as that one’. This disquiet 
was translated into action, for William Scochin said that, ‘since the 
acting of the... play he... hath byn enformed that one Robert 
horsman hath reported to Anthony malin aforesaid, and others, 
that he . . . would not be in this deponents Cote [coat] for xl li, 
with other threatening words, Aledging that Sir Edward Dymoke 


was Informed that he . . . was the only man that had acquainted 
the . . . Erle of lincoln with the manor [manner] of the . . . play. 


And further also, one John Goodyeare and divers others have 
given owt threatnyng speches Agaynst hym .. . lykewyse to that 
effect, by Reson whereof he . .. verily thinketh that he hath bene 
Ininviously dealt withall of late in the Countrie, and is Afrayde of 
farther danger hearafter.’?°3 

The Earl seems to have lost little time in bringing legal action 
against the actors in the play. Marmaduke Dickinson said that, 
on Sunday, January 24th, 1602, ‘he... did send worde unto... 
Sir Edward Dymocke (for that he then lay sicke and [Dickenson] 
could not speake with him)... that he [Dickenson] was served with 
a subpena for singing the dirige . . . and that [he] was goinge to 
London. ... Henry Woodifall, servant to... Sir Edward, brought 
worde that Sir Edward’s pleasure was that [Dickenson] should 
repaire to one Parre [Sir Edward’s] sollicitor, and that Parre would 
direct [Dickenson] to one Mr Bawiree’. ‘Upon a Saterday in the 
afternoone, being the xxxth of Januarie, [Dickenson went] to Mr 
Bawtrees chamber in Lincolns Inne... and there... did meete 
with one Lovell, one of .. . Sir Edwardes servantes: at which tyme 
... Lovell called [Dickenson] “Badd fellow” and “‘knave’’, saieng 
that [Dickenson] came thether to undoe his Master and all his 
servantes, and to bewray the doinges of his Master. And upon those 
speches he... departed from thence.’25+ 

Talboys Dymoke, in the legal proceedings brought against him, 
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THE DYMOKE CASE 125 


gave his testimony on December 7th, 1602, but, by the following 
February, he is referred to by Dickinson as ‘now decesed’. Perhaps 
Talboys was fortunate in not surviving to share the severe penalties 
inflicted upon those connected with the play, when Lord Lincoln 
obtained a judgement in his favour, in 1610. From the words of 
this judgement, the harshness of the sentences was due more to 
the supposed levity towards religion than to the personal libel. 
The first part of the seventeenth century was a time when religious 
conformity was all-important. The heavy fines imposed fore- 
shadowed the change in the Star Chamber from a court to safe-~ 
guard the humbler men and women of England to an instrument 
of oppression. ‘After the play ended one of the defaulters [culprits] 
attired like a minister went up into the pulpit attached to the May- 
pole with a book in his hands, and did most profanely, in derision 
of the holy exercise of preaching, pronounce vain and scurrilous 
matter, and afterwards affixed to the Maypole an infamous libel 
against the . . . Earl.’*85 The several punishments were: ‘that 
Roger Baynere [Bayard], John Cradock, and Marmaduke Dicken- 
son, being the chief actors, be committed to the Fleet, Jed through 
Westminster Hall with papers, and there be set on the pillory, and 
afterwards to be whipped under the pillory; also to be set in the 
pillory at the assizes in Lincolnshire and acknowledge their offences 
and ask God and the Earl forgiveness, and then to be whipped 
under the pillory, and to pay 3001. a piece fine, and be bound to 
good behaviour before enlargement. That Sir Edward Dymock, 
who was privy and consenting to the offences . . . be committed 
to the Fleet during the King’s pleasure and pay 10001. fine.’25° 

The long series of suits between uncle and nephews seriously 
embarrassed the Dymokes: the huge fine upon Sir Edward, repre- 
senting at least ten or twelve thousand pounds according to present 
values, must have been an important cause in the financial decline 
of the family.?87 

The Earl’s life of litigation continued after his triumph over the 
Dymokes in 1610; three years later, in 1613, he was again involved 
in lawsuits, one of which was against Sir Thomas Standish, of 
Lincolnshire, and others, for riots and the kuling of deer at night. 
This Sir Thomas was not of the Lancashire family from which 
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Miles Standish was soon to go to New England, but he was one 
of the many knights dubbed by the King in the garden at White- 
hall, on July 23rd, 1603. He seems to have gone later to Ireland. 

The unhappy Countess of Lincoln escaped her husband’s further 
‘malice by dying in 1611; the Earl survived till September 29th, 
1615, when he died at Sempringham, and was buried at Tattershall 
on the 30th. Two weeks later, Chief Justice Coke wrote to his 
friend, ‘Sir Rafe Winwood knight’, asking if he [Coke] were an 
executor. He is significantly silent about the character of the 
deceased nobleman.?*8 

It would be easy to multiply instances of the misdeeds of Henry, 
Earl of Lincoln, but of little profit. Enough has been said to show 
that he was suffermg from a disordered mind, from a delusion of 
persecution, Which increased as he grew older. His attempt to 
seize the manor and the house at Weston occurred just as his 
mental disability was becoming marked, and is thus a turning-point 
in his life. The misfortune of his career is not the distress he 
brought upon himself so much as the suffering he caused to other, 
and innocent, people. 
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PART SEVEN 


RETURNS TO LORD NORREYS, HIS ENTERTAINMENT OF QUEEN ELIZABETH, 
WITH LETTERS TO AND FROM THE QUEEN, THE FURTHER DISPOSITION 
OF WESTON, AND A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE HOUSE TO-DAY 


Avrrer the lawsuits arising from the Earl of Lincoln’s raid, James 
Crofts seems to have been left in peace at Weston. He died at about 
the same time as Queen Elizabeth, for he last appears in the roll of 
Gentlemen Pensioners for the period from September 29th to 
December, 1602.78? Although the Privy Council suggested to the 
Earl and to Lord Norreys that the ownership of Weston should be 
made the subject of a suit in Chancery, there is no record of any 
such trial: the Earl was content with the several suits in the Star 
Chamber. 

For the remainder of their days Lord and Lady Norreys were 
secure in the friendship of the Queen. During the plague in 
London in the autumn of 1592, and on her way from Oxford, she 
visited them at Rycote, where she was duly received with mum- 
ming. As part of this performance, she was given letters written 
supposedly by the soldier sons of her host and hostess, the first 
from Sir Thomas Norreys, Vice-President of Munster, and the 
second, from Sir Edward, Governor of Ostend; the ‘oulde gentle- 
man’ was presumably Lord Norreys himself. 

‘The 28th of September her Majesty went from Oxforde to 
Rycot, . . . where an olde Gentleman, sometimes a Souldier, 
delivered this Speech: . 

‘Vouchsafe dread Soveraigne, after so much smooth speeches of ' 
Muses, to heare a rough hewen tale of a souldier: wee use not with 
words to amplifie our conceites, and to plead faith by figures, but 
by deedes to show the lyalty of our hartes, and to make it good 
with our lives. I meane not to recount any service, all proceeding 
of duety; but to tell your Majesty, that I am past al service, save 
only devotion. My horse, mine armour, my shielde, my sworde, 
the riches of a young souldier, and an old souldiers reliques, I 
should here offer to your Highnesse; but my four boies have stolen 
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them from me, vowing them selves to armes, and leaving me to my 
prayers: fortune giveth successe; fidlitye courage; chance cannot 
blemish faith; nor trueth prevent destinye; whatever happen. This 
is their resolution, and my desire, that their lives may be imployed 
wholly in your service, and their deathes be their vowes sacrifice. 
The deathes, the rumor of which hath so often frighted the Crow 
my wife, that her hart hath bene as blacke as her feathers. I know 
not whether it be affection or fondnes, What joies we both con- 
ceive, neither can expresse; sufliceth they be, as your vertues, 
infinite. And although nothing be more unfit to lodge your 
Majestye then a Crowes neste, yet shall it be most happy to us, 
that it is by your Highnesse made a Phoenix neste. Qui color ater 
erati nunc est contrarius atro. Vouchsafe this trifle a faire gowne; 
and with this my heart, the greatest gift that I can offer, and the 
chiefest that I ought.’ 

‘On Sunday, her Majesty going to the garden, received with 
sweete musicke of sundry sorts; the olde Gentleman, meeting her, 
saide this: 

‘Pardon, dread Soveraigne, the greatnes of my presumption, 
who, having nothing to say, must foilow still to wonder; but saft, 
come newes out of Irelande. 

‘A letter delivered by an Irish lacque [lackey], in which was 
inclosed a Darte of gold, set with Diamonds; and, after the letter 
read, delivered to her Majestye, with this motto in Irish, “I flye 
onely for my Soveraigne”’. 

‘My duety humbly remembered. It is saide, the winde is un- 
constant: I am gladde it is; otherwise had not I heard that which 
I most wished, and least looked for. The winde blowing stifly in 
the Weste, on the sudcaine turned Easterly, by which meanes I 
received letters, that her Majestie would be at Rycort; nothing 
could happen to me more happy, unlesse it were myselfe to be there 
to doe my duety. But I am a stranger in mine owne countrye, and 
almost unknowen to my best frends, onely remembred by her 
Majestie, whose late favours have made me more than fortunate. 
I should account my ten years absence a flatt banishment, were I 
not honoured in her Majesties service, which hath bound all my 
affections prentises to patience. In all humility I desire this Dart 
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to be delivered, an Irish weapon; and this wish of an English 
hearte, that in whose hart faith is not fastened, a Dart may. I can 
scarce write for joy; and it is Jikely this lacque cannot speak for 
wondring. If he doe not, this is all that I should say, that my life 
is my dueties bondman; dutic my faiths Soveraigne.’ 

‘The Dart delivered, a skipper coming from Flanders delivered 
another Letter, with a Key of golde set with diamonds, with this 
motto in Dutch, “I onelie open to you”. 

‘My duety remembred. The enemy of late hath made many 
bravadoes, even to the gates of Ostend; but the successe was onely 
aflorish. Myselfe walking on the ramparts to oversee the sentinels, 
descryed a pink, [a smal] flat-bottomed sailing vessel] of whom I 
enquired where the Court was: he saide, hee knew not; but that 
the 28th of September her Majesty would be at Ricort. I was 
overjoyed; and in making haste to remember my duety, I had 
almost forgot it; for 1 was shipping myselfe for Englande with this 
skipper, but to come without leave, might be to returne without 
welcome. To signifie that my heart is there, I must humbly entreat, 
that this Key may be presented; the Key of Ostende, and Ostend 
the Key of Flaunders. The wards are made of true hearts; 
Treachery cannot counterfeit the Key, nor Treason herselfe picke 
the locke. None shal turne it: but whom her Majesty commends 
none can. For myselfe, I can but wish all happiness to her Highnes; 
and my occasion, that what my toung delivers, my bloud [blood] 
may seal, the end of my service, that in her service my life may end.’ 

“The Key delivered, a French page came with three other 
Letters ; the one written to the Lady Squeamish, which, being mis- 
taken by a wrong superscription, was read before her Majestie. In 
the second was inclosed a Sword of golde, set with diamonds and 
rubyes, with this motto in French, ““Drawen oneliein your defence”’. 
In the thirde was inclosed a Truncheon set with Diamonds, with 
this motto in Spanish, “I do not commaunde but under you”’.’ 

The letter to the Lady Squeamish is a typical Elizabethan love- 
letter in the euphuistic tradition of elaborate figurative language 
and balanced sentences. It may be supposed to have been written 
by Maximilian, the youngest son of the Norreys family. The 
second letter was perhaps imagined as the words of Sir Henry 
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Norreys, then in Brittany with his brother, Sir John, Lord General 
of the British Expeditionary Force, who was undoubtedly the 
imagined author of the third letter. The Spanish motto in this 
letter evidently referred to the many years passed by Sir John in 
fighting the Spaniards in Flanders. In 1592 he was helping the 
French against them. 

“The second Letter. 

‘My ductie to your Ladyship remembered, etc. Being readie 
to take shipping, I heard that her Majesty would honor Ricort with 
her presence, which wrought no small content; but to have made 
it full, I wished I might have seene it. In this place is no choise 
of anie thing whereby I might signifie my dutifull affection, but 
that which a souldier maketh his chiefest choise, a Sworde, which 
most humblie I desire to have presented to her Highnes; with this 
protestation pourde from my heart, that in her service I will spende 
the bloud of my heart. Eloquence and I am vowde enemies; 
loialty and I sworne brothers; what my words cannot effect, my 
sworde shail. 

“The thirde Letter from the Sea coast 

‘My duetie humbly remembered. The same time that I received 
letters that her Majesty would be at Ricort, the winde served for 
Bretaigne: I was overjoied with both; yet stoode in a mammering 
[a state of doubt] whether I should take the opportunity of the 
winde, which I long expected; or ride poste to do my duetie, which 
I most desired. Necessitye controled affection ; that bid me, unlesse 
I could keepe the winde in a bagge, to use the windes where they 
blew. I obaide; yet wishing that they would turne for a while, to 
serve my turne. Being unfurnished of al presents, I would have 
this my excuse, that Cheapside is not in my shippe; and therefore 
I have nothing to offer but my Trunchion, the honour which I 
received of her Majestie, by whom I am only to be commaunded; 
and ever else let me be only miserable and ever. 

“These Letters read, and the presents delivered, the Olde Man, 
kneeling downe, ended thus: 

‘That my sonnes have remembred their dueties, it is my heart’s 
comfort; that your Majestie accepteth them, their hearts heaven. 
If Fortune and Fidelitie had bin twinnes, they might have beene 
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ENTERTAINMENT OF ELIZABETH 131 
as rich, as faithfull; but this is the jubyle [jubilee] of my life, that 
their fathers are without spot; and your Majesty, I hope, confident, 
Without suspition. Among my joies there is one grief, that my 
daughter, the Mistris of a Moole-hil [Mole Hili. Catherine, wife 
of Sir Anthony Paulet, Governor of Jersey] hath so much for- 
gotten, that most she should remember, duetie. I doubt not her 
excuse, because she is a woman; but feare the truth of it, because 
it must be to her Soveraigne. For myselfe, my Crow, and all our 
birds, this I promise, that they are all as faithfull in their feathers, 
as they were in their shels [shells]. 

“This being done, there was sweete musicke, and two sonnets; 
which ended, her Majesty went in. 

‘On Monday morning, as her Majesty was to take horse, a 
rnessenger comming out of Jersey, and bringing a Daysie of gold 
set with rubies, delivered it to her Majestie, with this Speech: 

‘At length, though very late, I am come from the Lady of the 
Moold-hill, sent long since, but the passage troublesome; at every 
miles end a lover; at every sentence end a lie. I staide to heare the 
conclusions, and found nut-browne gyrles to be cheapned; but 
none to be bought but the amyable. Thus much for my excuse: 
now for my Mistris; who, hearing that your Majesty would enter 
this cabbine, was astonished with joie and doubt: joye, for so 
great honour done to her father; doubt, by what means she might 
shew her duety to your Majesty. At the last, sitting upon the top 
of a Moole-hill, she espied a red Daysie, the fairest flower that 
barren place doth yeeld, which, with all humilitic, she presents to 
your Majestie; it hath no sweetnes, yet manie vertues; her heart 
no tongue, but infinite affections: in you, she saith, are all vertues, 
and towards you all her affections.’2%° 

The curse called down upon Lord Norreys by the Earl of Lin- 
coln was unfortunately fulfilled, for the Earl did ‘come to see the 
dissolucion of* Lord Norreys and of ‘the rest of his sonnes’ save 
one. The youngést, Maximilian, was killed in Brittany; Sir John, 
after he had been sent from the Lord Generalship of the Army in 
Ireland to his Presidency of Munster, died, probably of stone, at 
his brother Thomas’s house at Mallow, in the summer of 1597. 
Sir Thomas, who succeeded his brother as Lord President of 
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132 LETTERS FROM ELIZABETH 
Munster, and Sir Henry Norreys, were both fatally wounded by 
the Trish near Kilmallock, in 1599.7 

The letter sent by Queen Elizabeth to Lady Norreys after Sir 
John’s death has already been mentioned. 

‘22d Sept. 1597 
‘My own Crow: 

Harm not yourself for bootless help, but show a poba example 
to comfort your dolorous yoke-fellow. Although we have deferred 
long to represent to you our grieved thoughts, because we liked full 
iil to yield you the first reflection of misfortune, whom we have 
always sought rather to cherish and comfort; yet knowing now, 
that necessity must bring it to your ear, and nature must conse- 
guently move both grief and passion in your heart: we resolved 
no longer to smother, neither our care nor your sorrow, or the 
sympathy of our grief for your loss. Wherein, if it be true that 
society in sorrow works diminution, we do assure you by this true 
messenger of our mind, that nature can have stirred no more 
dolorous affection in you as a mother for a dear son, than grateful- 
ness and memory of his service past hath wrought in us his 
sovereign apprehension of our miss for so worthy a servant. But 
now that nature’s common work is done, and he that was born to 
die hath paid his tribute, Jet that Christian discretion stay the flux 
of your immoderate grieving, which hath instructed you, both by 
example and knowledge, that nothing in this kind hath happened 
but by God’s divine providence. And let these lines from your 
loving and gracious sovereign serve to assure you, that there shall 
ever appear the lively character of our estimation of him that was, 
in our gracious care of you and yours that are left, in valuing 
rightly all their faithful and honest endeavours. More at this time 
we will not write of this unpleasant subject; but have dispatched 
this gent [gentleman] to visit both your lord and you, and to 
condole with you in the true sense of your love; and to pray that 
the world may see, what time cureth in a weak mind, that discretion 
and moderation helpeth you in this accident, where there is so 
just cause to demonstrate true patience and moderation. 

Your gracious and loving sovereign 
L R292 
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Within two years, when Lord and Lady Norreys had renewed 
grief by reason of the death of Sir Thomas and Sir Henry in the 
same skirmish, the Queen wrote them another letter of condolence, 
dated September 6th, 1599, saying: ‘We couple you together from 
desire that all the comfort we wish you may reach you both in this 
bitter accident. We were loth to write at all, lest we should give 
you fresh occasion of sorrow, but could not forbear, knowing your 
past resolution in like mishaps, and your religious obedience to him 
whose strokes are unavoidable. We propose ourselves as an ex- 
ample, our loss being no less than yours. We will do all we can 
to show our value for the departed, and will rather increase than 
abate our care for you, and as we know that it would stay your 
sorrow to see him that is in foreign parts, we will order him to 
return to you, as soon as he can leave his charge in good sort.’293 

The promise to recall from Ostend Sir Edward Norreys, then 
the sole surviving son of his parents, may have been prompted by 
the Queen’s remembrance of the phrase in her earlier letter, ‘our 
gracious care of you and yours that are left’. The Queen was as 
good as her word, and Sir Edward Norreys was brought back to 
England, where he married and settled down to the life of a country 
gentleman. 

Lady Norreys did not long survive her grief for her children 
fallen in action: she was dead by December 1599. On October 
19th Dudley Carleton, Sir Edward’s secretary, wrote from his 
employer’s house at Englefield, ‘Our old Lord Norreys draws every 
day downward, and yet retains his old stirring spirits, being every 
morning on horseback before any man else be on foot’. By the end 
of June 1601, Lord Norreys had died also, survived only by the 
childless Sir Edward and by a grandson, Francis. A large monu- 
ment was later erected in honour of Lord and Lady Norreys and 
their six sons in St. Andrew’s Chapel, Westminster Abbey. ‘Life- 
size figures of Lord and Lady Norris lie beneath an elaborate 
canopy: supported by marble pillars, and they are surrounded by 
kneeling effigies of their children,’294 

The property at Weston-on-the-Green passed to Francis, second 
Baron Norreys of Rycote, who was created Earl of Berkshire. 
When he died by his own hand, on January 29th, 1621/2, the 
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134 ’ THE HOUSE TO-DAY 
estate passed to his son, Francis, who, although illegitimate, rose 
to distinction in the neighbourhood and to the honour of knight- 
hood. By the marriage of one of the descendants of Sir Francis to 
Captain Henry Bertie, the estate came into the family of the Earls 
of Lindsey and Abingdon, which had previously inherited the title 
of Baron Norreys of Rycote. Weston finally become a property of 
the younger sons of the Abingdon family. 

Mrs. Frederick Arthur Bertie, after the death of her only son 
in action, on November 20th, 1917, sold the property to Captain 
Margesson, M.P., who, in 1923, sold it in turn to the present 
owner, Lord Greville. 

Like many other old houses, the manor house at Weston has 
been so changed and added to by successive owners that few por- 
tions of the Elizabethan building are now visible. If the house be 
entered by the modern tradesmen’s entrance, it is possible to cross 
a passage into a small court, which is surrounded by half-timbered 
walls and mullioned windows setting time back to the sixteenth 
century. A similar impression is to be gained by a view of the 
house from the back. Here is the oldest bedroom—undoubtedly 
the chamber where the Ear} of Lincoln went to his rest on Septem- 
ber 29th, 1§89. In a passage leading to this room is a cross-shaped 
slit in the wall suitable for an archer. But the glory of the house 
to-day is what it was in the past—the great hall. ‘This room mea- 
sures some 19 ft. by 42 ft., and has a fine open timber roof still 
tinted with the original colours of crimson, blue, and green. The 
effect of this colouring is very beautiful, for age has caused the 
separate tones to melt one into the other and produce the misty 
and Juminous effect of a rainbow. The linenfold panelling which 
surrounds the room to a height of about twelve feet was made by 
Richard Ridge, one of the chief wood carvers of Henry VIII, and 
was brought here from Notley Abbey, in the eighteenth century.... 
A very beautiful carved frieze bearing his signature runs round the 
panelling in the hall... . . Mermaids, swags of foliage, urns and 
other classical detai! are gilded and carved in relief against a deep 
blue background. The central motif is the head of a bearded man, 
appearing either to be resting on a salver or surrounded with a 
halo. It is thought that the head might represent that of John the 
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THE HOUSE TO-DAY 135 
Baptist. Over the fireplace runs an inscription: “Time Deum et 
recede a malo. Richard Ridge. Principium sapieneia timor est 
Dei’ (Translation: Fear God and depart from evil. Richard 
Ridge. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”). ... 
When Lord Greville bought the house from Captain Margesson, 
two strips of this frieze, each about ten feet long, were missing. 
Some painted boards inscribed with a Latin motto had for many 
years taken their place. A visitor happened to be examining a 
boxroom upon the farther side of the house, when he saw, lying 
in a broken part of the skirting, two strips of carving identical in 
design to those in the old hall. He remarked to a friend, ““These 
must be plaster casts.”” Taking out his penknife, he began scrap- 
ing. These two strips of carving were of the finest oak and as hard 
as steel. When they were taken out, they fitted exactly the vacant 
spaces above the panelling. . . . The so-called minstrels’ gallery 
must once have been the “‘solar” or private retiring room of the 
Abbot of Oseney. It is approached from the hall by a winding stair 
in a tower which forms one of the features of the garden front. On 
a beam in the wall, above the mantelpiece, can still be seen, painted 
in a dull gold, a crown, a mitre, and a crozier. The Abbot of 
Oseney was a mitred abbot. The crown is hard to explain, unless 
it was inserted by the commissioners of Henry VIII, when the 
properties of Oseney Abbey passed to the King.’295 

On the beautiful lawns surrounding the house are still the elm 
trees, the planting of which is recorded in the parish register: 

‘“My elm-tree in the west corner of the orchard was planted 
in the year 1672, and was the bigness of a walking cudgel when 
planted. 

(Signed) Edward Norreys 

“The elms in the warren next Bentley’s or Mathew’s, were left 

suckers about 1682. 
(Signed as before.) ’29° 

To trace the history of Weston has been to trace part of the 
social history of England. It may be yet the keeper of hidden 
stories as interesting as that of the raid of Henry, Earl of Lincoln, 
at Michaelmas 1589. Rich in years of memory, may it have more 
and richer years to be. 
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NOTES 


All documents referred to are in the Public Record Office, London, unless 
another location is given. The following abbreviations have been used: 


Letters and Papers = Letters and Papers of Henry VIII. 

Cal. S.P., Dom., &c. = Calendar State Papers, Domestic (where S.P. 
is used, the reference is to the State Papers themselves, which are in 
the Public Record Office). 

St, Ch. = Star Chamber Records. 

C.O. = Colonial Office Records. 

#. = Exchequer Records. 

Ch, = Chancery Records. 

K.B. = King’s Bench Records. 

G. E. Clokayne], Complete Peerage refers to the earlier edition, to dis- 
tinguish it from the current edition, which is given as Complete Peerage. 
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Crofts, James, (contd.): 

—his wife, Margery (formerly 
Lady Drury, g.v.),; 22-3; 35, 51, 
525 57> 77> 78. 

— his son, Herbert, §3. 

— his son, Thomas, $3, 75. 

Crofts, Thomas, 58, 62, 63, 67-8. 

Cromwell, T‘homas (Earl of Essex), 
23 35 25> 37> 45. 

Croydon, 118. 

Dacre, 10th Baron (Gregory 
Fiennes), 30, 32. 

Dacre, Lord, see Fiennes. 

Danvers, Thomas, 85. 

Davenporte, Thomas, 92,95. 

Davers, Sir Charles, $7. 

Davys (or Davis), William, 71, 72, 
74; his son, William, 71, 72. 

Dawney, —, 57. 

Deer-stealing, lawsuit concerning, 
32-4. 

Desmond, 15th Earl of (Gerald 
Fitzgerald), 22. 

Desmond rebellion, 20. 

Dickinson, Marmaduke, rog, 114- 
F9, E24; 125. 

Dillion, Nathaniel, 21. 

Dingley, Edulphe, 62, 63, 70. 

Dixon, Richard, 112. 

Dogdyke, 112. 

Dormer, William, 14, 16. 

Downes, John, 56. 

D’Oyley, Justice, 76, 77. 

D’Oyly, John, 14, 15. 

—~ Robert, 1, 43 his wife, Edith, 1, 
2, 4; their son, Henry, 4-5. 

Drake, Sir Francis, 34. 

Drogheda, 37. 

Drury, Drue, 17. 

— Sir William, 18, 19-21, 23, 37; 
39, 52; his wife, Margery, 18, 
19-21, 22 (formerly Lady Wil- 
liams, afterw. wife of James 
Crofts, qq.v.). 

Dublin, 4o. 

Dudley, Ambrose, see Warwick. 

Dudley, Lady Jane, see Grey, Lady 
Jane. 

Dudley, John, see Lisle. 

Dudley, Robert, see Leicester. 
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Dundalk, 40. 

Dymoke, Sir Edward, 57, 81-2, 87, 
91, 923 the Earl of Lincoln’s case 
against, 108-25. 

— his wife, 115, 117. 

— his brother, Talboys, 108-25. 


Easton, John, 110, 113. 

Edmonds, Andrew, 15, 18, §2. 

Edward the Confessor, 4. 

Edward VJ, King, 3, 43, 44. 

Eldred, Robert, 60, 67, 77; 78. 

Elizabeth, Queen, 3, 8-10, 12, 25, 
43> 44, 49, 57, 80, 81, 87; 95; 
100-2, 105; entertainment of, at 
Rycote, 127-32; letters to Lady 
Norreys, 132-3. 

Ellesley, William, 72-3. 

Elsing’s Spital, 6, 18, 19. 

Ely, Humphrey, 11. 

Empringham, Robert, §1, 53, 54. 

Enderby, Richard, 122. 

Essex, Earls of: Thomas Cromwell, 
2, 35 25, 37, 453 Robert Dever- 
eux, 99-100; Walter Devereux, 
35~7- 

Evers, —, 57. 

Exeter, ust Earl of, see Cecil, 
Thomas. 


Fairfax, —, 57. 

Farebanck, Peter, §6. 

Feria, Count de, 12; Jane, Coun- 
tess de, 25. 

Fiennes, family of, 43. 

— Gregory, see Dacre. 

— Henry, son of 2nd Earl of Lin- 
coln, q.v. : 

— Richard, Lord Dacre, 43; his 
daughter, Elizabeth (Lady Clin- 
ton), 43. 

— Thomas, Lord Dacre, 43; his 
daughter, Mary (m. Henry Nor- 
reys)s 43. 

Fisher, John, Ifo. 

Fitzgerald, Gerald, see Desmond; 
Kildare. 

— James Fitzmaurice, 20. 

Flower, Thomas, 62; William, 13. 

Flushing, 88. 

Folkingham, 87. 
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Forsett, Henry, 112. 

Foster, Anthony, 14. 

Foxe, John, 8. 

French, Paul, 18. 

Fulforde, see Pulford. 

Fulishaw, Roger, 60, 89-90; Wil- 
liam, 89. 


Garette, Edward, 48. 

Gedney, William (?), 119-22. 

Gerrarde, Sir William, 4o. 

Gibbes, Robert, 65, 68. 

Godstow, Thomas, 32. 

Goodwyn, John, 14. 

Goodyeare, John, 124. 

Gorges, Sir Arthur, 93, 98, 100-3; 
his wite, Elizabeth (daughter of 
2nd Earl of Lincoln), 94, 98, 101. 

Gotherick, ——, $7. 

Gower, John, 44. 

Greenwich, 82. 

Greville, Lord, 134, 135. 

Grey, Arthur, Baron Grey, 383 his 
wife, Jane Sibilla, see Morison, 
Sir Richard. 

Grey, Lady Jane (Lady Jane 
Dudley), 44. 

Gulson, William, 90. 


Hackenton, 116. 

Hackney, 106, 107. 

Hall, Richard, 71; Thomas, 71; 
William, 71. 

Hampden, John, 17. 

Harlay, Christophe de (Comte de 
Beaumont), 103. 

Harreis, James, 56; Thomas, 56. 

Harris, David, 62; Sir Hugh, 104; 
John, 62; Sergeant, 104. 

Harte, Margaret, 62. 

Harvey, William, 13. 

Harwoode, Edward, 109. 

Hassell, Robert, 60, 65. 

Hastings, Francis, see Hunting- 
don; Henry, Baron Hastings, 
104-6. 

Hatt, William, 97. 

Hatton, Sir Christopher, 31. 

Helpringham, 114. 

Heneage, Sir Thomas, 49, 81, 54. 

Henry VI, King, 43. 
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Henry VIIT, King, 2, 3, 43-5, §2. 
Henry of Bullingbrooke, 119, 120. 
Heren, Edward, 89. 

Hitchcock, Robert, 122, 123. 

Hitroclites, 119, 120. 

Hollingshead, Anne, 100, 110; 
William, 109-10. 

Hore, Thomas, 23, 32. 

Horncastle, 108, 113, IIS. 

Horsman, Robert, 124. 

Hoskin, John, 87. 

Hoskyns, —, 90. 

Howard, Philip, see Arundel. 

Howard, Thomas, see Norfolk. 

Howell, 114, 118. 

Hugh, footman, 60. 

Humphrey, Laurence, 33. 

Hunsdon, 1st Baron (Henry ey ; 
TF TS; 

Hunston, William, 46. 

Hunt, Richard, rr3r-r2. 

Huntingdon, ond Earl of (Francis 
Hastings), 49; his , daughter, 
Catherine (Countess of Lincoln), 
49, 50. 

Hussey, John, Baron Hussey, 38; 
his daughter, Bridget, see Mori- 
son, Sir Richard. 

Hussey, John (servant to Lord 
Lisle), 3, 4 

Hutham, John, 57. 


Ingley (? Isley), William, 66. 
Inverye, —, 33. 

Iseham, Robert, 18. 

Isley, see Ingley. 


Jackson, Robert, 114. 

James VI (afterw. James J), King, 
57, 81, 100, IOI, 103-6. 

James (or Jones), William, 71. 

Jewel, John, 12, 17. 

John, Spanish friar, 11. 

Joinville, 27. 

Jones, see James. 


King, Edward, 122; Henry, 3, 175 
Robert, 2-4, 6. 

Kinge, Thomas, 71. 

Kinloss, Baron (Edward Bruce), 
107. 


Lincoln, 


INDEX 


Kildare, 9th Earl of (Gerald Fitz- 
gerald), 44; his daughter, Eliza- 
beth (Countess of Lincoln), 44, 
47-9. 

Kirkaldy of Grange, Sir William, 20. 

Kirtlington, 4, 62, 67, 70. 

Knyvett, Sir Henry, 91. 

Kyme, North and South, ro$—10, 
113-24; Death of the Lord of 
Kyme, 114-17. 


Langoe, 116. 

Lawrence, Davy, 69. 

Lee, Crumwell, 23, 32; Sir Henry, 
20, 85. 

Leech, abbot of Oseney, 2 

Leicester, Earl of (Robert Dudley), 
17; 28, 31, 49. 

Leith, 81. 

Lewis, T ae 56. 

Lincoln, rst Earl of (Edward Clin- 
ton, Lord C linton and Say), 43- 
4, 46. 

~—- his rst wife, Elizabeth Blount, 


43. 

— his 2nd wife, Ursula (daughter 
of Baron Stourton), 44. 

—his 3rd wife, Blizabéth Fitz- 
gerald, 44, 47-9. 

— his son, Henry, 2nd Earl, g.v. 

— his son, Thomas, and his wife, 


2nd Earl of (Henry 
Fiennes de Clinton), 35, 42, 1313 
early life, 44~—503; attempt to seize 
Weston, 51-79; results of his 
raid, $0-7; further injustices of, 
87-107; the Dymoke case, 108- 
25; death of, 126. 


-— his rst wife, Catherine Hastings, 


493 50, 91. 

— his 2nd wife, Elizabeth (formerly 
wife of William Norreys), 35, 375 
38, 42, 51-3, 80, 96-8, 126. 

-— his son, Edward, 98-9, Ior. 

— his son, Henry, 96. 

—— his son, ‘Thomas, and his wife, 
or. 

— his son, 49. 

— his daughter, Elizabeth (wife of 
Sir Arthur Gorges), 94, 98, 101. 


nt he APH et 


ZHCUTI 


-sfT bis1D) to fsa de 
oxi isdgueb eit eae of ay 
bb (alovail to a tat d eon 


os unsilliW 112; ogni orbin din + 
OF £8 50 pw moteniiniA | pont ear Ss 
.1¢ .vuDh — TA 5 
,OI-Zo1 102 bie diol ait wal SEE CER 2 
Yo biol ody Yo Awe pacers ptr Parte eamriok 
TI argh ct pied nee 
t a. ve ential triste 


Jabot see ee a 
loti. se eammotT Sanwolt. 
28 .81T per. diswe 

roantO 1 toda Jisent J 08 \cRiTOd eer. 
0A) to teh (aetersib | ££ asted ,yout 

opie @ecr | yore yas) aoe er ro 

: v : -O1 wr = 

d2 arm? bend Op unsillyw i ome 

wD brewbho) lo fret set flown } 1-11) Jato oe 

‘ysé bie aniail SD nen eloat 1 ott) to eH baw prob: 

“ 2 a ciotiigueh § 2itt pep (equbeale = 
AL dosdesitt liv tar 2id— | (alooott O wena) > anal . 


or ene Tt 
C8 7.4nd .sonviwat 
(TuI9H re ise ee Mowry 40d 


Se 


uw 


vx 


’ e Oh 2 
tidgush) sleexU Siw Ses ad —~ | 78%¢ Yorentt nome wtiol Seer! 
bp faomuare nmi I “1h ah wet 2h bindl oMieveb th 
-<ii'l misdesiid .oirw Dig euli~— | bint Al 2 ioe 
.0-tp pp dfereg | biol of inevwe) ool xoeeuH = 
7.0 hist bas .yiisht oe eit = h € Coleit — 
w 2id bag zomod) one sil i & tuto candi 


rune} to tee bars dost 8d aBlliW (yolk es volgnt > 
SITET sch et WO hemi | EO UIE 
sxid2 OF Setai9e 70? hh vil yiius at ardost ae ‘ 
a) aa -volgnl oo eRe 
20 ebesins Tr lnithh ix-6 eo Ant 
~801 (2269 ocOMny I of ‘ste Toit Pit idot eft0 : 
OVE Fa FS, hb Mr g" ; cacti me | escria .wrstis) Vv 
Suntech saiilig Slow se0 sid: | .O-ZO0!l TOE Cor 124 e - be 
FO £2 wb Pe 4 treet’ Ws (zano] w)}) or TLE 
‘drearco?) chodusital stiw bac aii — | 1 1 tdel low 
NE te ftyor 10% ornliea ‘jo shiw ' It cath deter 0 
St 8-008 12 2H ; be ik AVG 
.YOr .-8e .btewhel poe vist - 
00 yiashl spe atti — 
Siw abd bna anos) foe Bid ~— 
A 


. 
f 
} 
i 
2b ential — | ’ ea t 
. 


im 10 ewes Of 


a4 


to Sitw) drsdnsits I woilgeeb ext — 
TOL £0 b@ (eoguow turiisA a2 


Bows ah aek ic 
a ie rai de 


PA. x 


i. tee 
ot sal ew 


pean pp ee 
ae 


INDEX 


Lincoln Castle, prisoners in, 87. 

Lincoln House, 84. 

Lisle, Vise., Duke of Northumber- 
land (John Dudiey), 43, 44. 

— Elizabeth, Lady, 3. 

Lodge, Edmund, 89. 

Lorraine, 28. 

Louth, 116, 123. 

Lovell, —, 124. 

Ludlow Castle, 12. 


Mabb, story of, 118-22. 

McPhelim, Brian, 36. 

Maeve, 119. 

Magdalen College, Oxford, stu- 
dents of, 32-3. 

Maibie, Sir Nicholas, 36, 40. 

Malin, Anthony, 116, 118, 124. 

Manners, Edward, see Rutland. 

Marchali, James, 101. 

Margesson, Capt., 134, 135. 

Marguerite de Valois, 45. 

Marsh, Ambrose, I22. 

Marshal, Mr., 19. 

Marshall, —-, vice-chanc., 13. 

Mary, Queen, 3, 7; 43—-5. 

Mary Queen of Scots, 29, 57. 

Matthias, Archduke, 105. 

Maurice de Gaunt, 5. 

Mawner, William, 54. 

May-day games, 110, 118, 122. 

Maypole, setting up of, 114-15, 
r23% 

Mellars, Joseph, 112, 113. 

Merry, Thomas, 37. 

Michell, Thomas, 62. 

Mildmay, Sir Walter, 17. 

Miles, Edward, 110, I1I. 

Mills, John, 14. 

Mole-Hill, 131. 

Moncke, Michael, 62. 

More, John, 15. 

Morgan, Sir William, 22, 40. 

Morison (or Morrison), Sir Richard, 
37-8.. 

— his mother, 37. 

— his wife, Bridget Hussey (afterw. 
succ. Countess of Rutland and 
Countess of Bedford), 37, 38-9, 
57, 58-9, 60-1, 83, 84, 97, 98. 

— his son, Charles, 38. 
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Morison (or Morrison), (contd.): 

— his daughter, Elizabeth (succ. 
wife of William Norreys and of 
2nd Earl of Lincoln), 35, 37, 38, 
42, 51-3, 80, 96-8, 126. 

— his daughter, Jane Sibilla (succ. 
Lady Russell and Lady Grey), 
38. 

Morrice, Mr., 30. 

Morris (or Morrys), Richard, r10~ 
13. 


Nash, Thomas, 118. 

Neville, Charles, see Northumber- 
land, Earl of. 

Newlove, Edward, 114, 116, 118. 

Newriec, the, 41. 

Newtonbutler, —-, 40. 

Nonesuch Palace, 95. 

Norfolk, 4th Duke of (Thomas 
Howard), 102. 

Norreys, Henry (1st Baron Norreys 
of Rycote), 10, 14, 17, 18, 23-35, 
47s 51s 525 54-6, 58, 65, 68, 70, 
76, 78) 795 80, 83, 88-0; enter- 
tainment of Queen Elizabeth, 
127-32; death of, 133. 

— his father, Henry, 25, 43. 

—— his mother, Mary (Fiennes), 43. 

—~ his uncle, Sir John Norreys, 29. 

— his wife, Margery Williams, 8- 
10, 18:23; 25) 27-95 313 525 
letters from Queen Elizabeth to, 
132-3; death of, 133. 

~- his son, Edward, 127, 133. 

— his son, Henry, 15, 34, 129, 131; 
133. 

~—— his son, John, 10, 27-8, 30, 34- 
7, 88-9, 130, 131. 

— his son, Maximilian, 32, 88-9, 
129, I3I. 

— his son, Thomas, 34, 96, 127, 
131, 133; his wife, Bridget, 96. 
— his son, William, 22, 35-7, 39- 
41, §2; 98; his wife, Elizabeth, 
Morison (afterw. wife of 2nd 
Earl of Lincoln), 35, 37, 38, 42; 
51-3, 80, 96-8, 126; his son, 
Francis, 2nd Baron Norreys, q.v. 

— his daughter, Catherine (Lady 
Paulet), 131. 
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Norreys, John, of Fifield, 15. 

Norreys of Rycote, 2nd Baron 
(Francis Norreys, grandson of 
Ist Baron), 37-9, 42, 52, 96, 973 
T3335. 1343). his» ‘wife, Bridget 
(daughter of Edward Vere, Earl 
of Oxford), 39. 

Northallerton, 37. 

Northumberland, Duke of, see 
Lisle. 

Northumberland, Earl of (Charles 
Neville), 44. 

Notley Abbey, 134. 


Oatlands, 31, 58. 

Orleans, 28. 

Oseney abbey, I-23, 135. 

Oslo, 81. 

Owen, John, 71, 74. 

Oxford, Earl of (Edward Vere), 39, 
ro4~7; his daughter, Bridget 
(wife of Francis, 2nd Baron Nor- 
reys), 39. 

Oxforde, William, 2. 


Page, Davyd, 62. 

Pannell (or Paynell), Nicholas, 51, 
54s 60. 

Paris, 28, 29. 

Parre, —, 124. 

Paseley, Elizabeth, 90. 

Patchett, John, 110-11. 

Paulet, Sir Anthony, 131; his wife, 
Catherine (daughter of Lord 
Norreys), 131. 

Paynell, Nicholas, see 
Nicholas. 

Peerson, Allen, 56. 

Pelham, Sir William, 21, 22, 41. 

Perin, Thomas, 62. 

Peyton, Sir John, 104-7; his son, 
105. 

Piggott, Thomas, I1I-I2. 

Pirates, 45. 

Pister, Edward, 60. 

Philip of Hesse, and his son, 
George, 87. 

Philip 11, King of Spain, 8, 10, 12. 

Phillips, John, 95. 

Place, William, 14. 


Pannell, 


| 
| 
| 


INDEX 


Plantagenet, George (Duke of 
Clarence), 105. 

Pollardes, Mrs., 30. 

Popham, Judge, 89. 

Prisoners, treatment of, 87. 

Pulford (or Fulforde), William, 54, 
86. 


Quarrington, 122. 


Radulph, prior of Oseney, 1, 2. 

Rai (or Raier, or Rayer), William, 
53, 63, 65. 

Raier, see Rai. 

Rapier, the, 61. 

Rarre, see Rowe. 

Rayer, see Rai. 

Raystridge, John, 116, 118. 
Reynolds, Cuthbert, $3, 54, 59, 60, 
61, 64, 65, 68, 69, 76, 77, 84. 

Ridge, Richard, 124, 135. 

Ridley, Nicholas, 10~I1, 31. 

Rither, Robert, 92. 

Robbins, William, 56. 

Robinson, John, 71. 

Roger de Amory, 5. 

Rotherham, 2. 

Rowe (or Rarre), —-; 71. 

Rowe, John, 71. 

Russell, Edward, 383 his wife, Jane 
Sibilla, see Morison, Sir Richard. 

Russell, Francis, see Bedford. 

Rutland, Earl of (Edward Man- 
ners), 38, 40; his wife, Bridget, 
see Morison, Sir Richard. 

Rycote, 4, 5, 10, 12, 13, 23; Queen 
Elizabeth at, 127-32. 


St. Alphege, church of, 18, 19. 

St. Christopher, chantry of, 6. 

St. Denis, battle of, 27. 

St. Leger, Sir Anthony, 6. 

St. Pole, Thomas, 46. 

Saior, Rober, 95. 

Sampoole, —-, 57. 

Sanders, Dr. Nicholas, 20. 

Savage, John, 40. 

Savile, Robert, 46-7, 55; his sons, 
46-7, 55. 

Scheyve, Jehan, 6-7. 

Scochin, William, 116, 118, 120, 
124. 
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Scrivelsby, 122. 

Scrope, Sir Henry, 9th Baron, 102. 

Seymour, Edward, see Somerset, 
Duke of. 

Sheffield, Lord, 102. 

Sherlock, Peter, and his 
George, 22. 

Shotover Forest, 32, 33. 

Shute, —, 116. A 

Sidney, Sir Henry, 20, 22, 105. 

Skipworth, Sir William, 46. 

Sleaford, 120, 123. 

Smith, William, 97-8. 

Somerset, Duke of (Edward Sey- 
mour), 43. 

Somerset, William, see Worcester. 

Stafford, Lord, 49. 

Staines, Michael, ror. 

Standish, Miles, 126; Sir Thomas, 
125. 

Stanton, Edmund, 98. 

Steele, Thomas, 56. 

Steeres, Richard, 71. 

Stourton, 9th Baron, 44; his daughter 
(Countess of Lincoln), 44. 

Stratton, David, 56. 

Strozzi, M. de, 26. 

Stukeley, William, 121. 

Stukely, Thomas, 22. 

Swinstead, 110. 


sou, 


Talbot, William, §7. 
Tasso, 121. 
Tattershall, 89, 90, 108, 109, LI0, 


153; 

Taylor, John, 56, 62; see also 
Wheeler. 

Thame, monastery of, 2; church of, 
6; Free School, 17. 

Thomas, Matthew, 62. 

Thompson, Henry, 14. 

Thruston (or Thruster), Thomas, 
69, 73 75+. 

Tours, 29. 

Trudgion, —, 103. 

Try, John, 60, 61, 68, 72. 

Turner, Thomas, 71. 

Tutchin, Daniel, 69. 

Twitchen, James, 62; John, 62; 
Richard, 62. 

Tydswell, John, 56. 
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Umpton, Sir Henry, 85. 


Vaughan, Francis, 57. 
Vecre, William, 69. 

Vere, Edward de, see Oxford. 
Veron, M., 19. 

Virginia, colony of, 107. 


Waddingworth, 90. 

Walker, Justinian, 71. 

Waller, Edmund, 17. 

Wallop, Sir Henry, 40. 

Walsingham, Sir Francis, 21, 29, 
39-41, 58, 64. 

Warwick, Earl of (Ambrose Dud- 
ley), 44. 

Waryn, John, 69. 

Waterhouse, Edward, 36, 40, 41. 

Watson, Robert, 62. 

Wayneford, see Wentworth. 

Wayneman, R., 15. 

Weare, William, 56. 

Webb, Robert, 56, 69. 

Wenman, Richard, and his wife, 
Isabella, 18. 

Wentworth (or Wayneford), 
Richard, §1, $3, 60, 78. 

Wentworth, James, 15. 

Wentworth, Thomas, 2nd Baron 
Wentworth, 15. - 

Weston manor, 3, 4-5; Lady 
Margery’s parsonage, 23; the 
Earl of Lincoln’s raid on, 51-793 
its results, 80-7; description of 
the house, 62; the house to-day, 
133-5. 

Wheatley, 88. 

Wheeler (or Taylor), John, 62. 

Whelpdale, Thomas, 114, 116, r18. 

White, Lawrence, 116; Richard, 82. 

Whytehouse, John, 56. 

Williams, John (Baron Williams of 
Thame), 2-4, 6-10, 12, 31, §23 
death and funeral, 12-17; his 
property, 17-18; his efhgy in 
Thame Church, 17. 

— his rst wife, Elizabeth, 15, 18, 52. 

— his 2nd wife, Margery, 15, 18, 
§2; afterw. wife of Sir William 
Drury, q.v. 

— his three sons by his 1st wife, 18. 
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Williams, John (contd.): 
— his son, John, 19. 

— his daughter, Isabella, afterw. 
wife of Richard Wenman, q.v. 
— his daughter, Margery, afterw. 

wife of Baron Norreys of Rycote, 
q.v. 
— his nephew, Francis, 19. 
Williams, Nycholas, 15. 
Willoughby, Edward, 57. 
Willoughby, William, 116, 118. 
Wilson, Thomas, 22. 
Wingfield, Sir Anthony, 6. 
Winwood, Sir Ralph, 126. 
Woborne, 96. 
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Wold, 114. 

Wood, Anthony, 17, 32. 

Woodfall, Henry, 124. 

Woodstock, 8, 9, Io. 

Worcester, 3rd Earl of (William 
Somerset), 6, 81. 

Wright, William, 99-102. 

Wroth, —, 88. 

Wyatt, Sir Thomas, his rebellion, 
44. 

Wyndham, Justice, 80. 

Wynkyn de Worde, 121. 

Wytham, Berks., 37 


Yarmouth, 88. 
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